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Arthur Ringland, Southwestern Regional Forester from 1908 to 1916, met recently with 
Regional Forester Wm. D. Hurst, left, and Forest Service Chief Edward P. Cliff, 
right, during a Washington visit. Shortly after the picture was taken, Ringland wrote 
Hurst to express delight with the Region's latest status r eport, "Southwestern National 
Forests Are Unique!" ·~gain and again I look it over," Ringland said, "and marvel at 
the development revealed in the text, its photographs, and the map ... I travel over it, 
admittedly assailed with nostalgia , from the Kaibab along the Mogollon Rim to the 
Coronado, and from the Carson to the Lincoln. If only my old chief GP (Gifford Pinchot) 
could see it; the realization of his visions!" 



BOSEN RETIRES FROM APACHE POST 

Leland J. Bosen, administrative officer 
for the Apache National Forest, retired 
Feb. 6 after 37 years with the Forest 
Service. His long career began in 1933 
as a clerk on the Manti National Forest 
in Utah. In 1948 he became an adminis ­
trative assistant on the Wasatch National 
Forest at Salt Lake City and then took a 
similar job on the Apache in 1952. He 
was promoted to administrative officer 
in 1956. 

Congratulations will reach Leland at 
P. 0. Box 335, Springerville, Az. 85938. 

SOUTHWESTERN SKI I NG IS GREAT , SAYS ARTICLE 

Winter sports areas of Arizona and New Mexico are featured in CHEVRON USA, the 
quarterly travel magazine of the Standard Oil Company of California. The article, 
"Skiing in Saguaro Country," describes every area, and specifies which ones lie 
within National Forests. 

LETTERS TO THE FORESTS 

Sallie Pennybacker of Albuquerque, writing for the New Mexico Horse Shows Associa­
tion, was pleased with an exhibit prepared for the group' s convention in January by 
William Bixby of the Sandia Ranger District, Cibola. She commented: 

I want you to know how much we . .. enjoyed and appreciated your display for our 
convention. It was a really handsome piece of work and the source of many 
complimentary comments. 

RANGE MEN D ISCUSS LANDS C APE MANAGEMENT 

Bob Williamson and Bill Currier, both range experts and branch chiefs with the Division 
of Range and Wildlife in the RO, combined talents to produce an article called "Applied 
Landscape Management in Plant Control. " It appeared in the January issue of the 
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JOURNAL OF RANGE MANAGEMENT. 

They demonstrate that through "a joint effort by all disciplines, it is possible to 
apply a practical form of landscape management that results in the retention and 
even enhancement of the natural beauty while accomplishing the basic resource 
objectives desired in a plant control program." 

FOREST SERVICE INVENTORIES NATION'S TIMBER 

The Forest Service has started a new appraisal of the Nation's current timber 
situation and outlook for the future. 

Forest Service Chief Edward P. Cliff said basic statistics will be available by 
July 1, 1971, with the full analysis to be completed in the following year. 

He said a new look at trends in timber supplies and demands is needed to help determine 
how best to meet the Nation's expanding markets for forest products and other uses of 
forest lands. It will provide a basis for judging the general effectiveness of current 
forestry programs and the requirements of a growing population, he pointed out. Also, 
it will serve to guide investment decisions of private forest industries and forestry 
programs of Federal, State, and private forestry groups, he added. 

This new study will, in effect, update two earlier studies on the subject- -Timber 
Resource Review of 1952 and Timber Trends in the United States, of 1962. 

Information to be provided on the current timber situation, Cliff said, will include new 
basic statistics for forest lands which cover about a third of the 2. 3 billion acres in 
the 50 States. Information--as of 1970--will include forest land areas, timber 
volumes, growth and mortality, and timber removals for industrial products and 
other purposes. The data will be compiled by States, and by National Forests, other 
public lands, forest industry, and other ownerships. 

THUMB BUTTE IS SCENE OF WEDDING 

The Prescott's Thumb Butte Picnic Ground was the scene last fall of a wedding for a 
Prescott girl, Jacqueline K. Prochaska, and Ronald J. Dolberry of Clifton, N.J. 

The Forest had no objection to the elegant picnic but wondered how it should be listed 
in the annual recreation information management report--spectator sports? attending 
programs? viewing exhibits? 
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EIGHTH ARIZONA NATURAL AREA CREATED 

Forest Service Chief Edward P. Cliff has designated a 312-acre tract within the 
Apache National Forest as Arizona's eighth research natural area. 

The Phelps Cabin Research Natural Area lies about 24 miles southwest of Springerville. 
on the lower slopes of Mt. Baldy. The principal vegetative types are high mountain 
spruce and aspen and a grassy meadow. Part of the tract has been considered a 
botanical area since about 1910. 

Research areas are established to preserve selected sites. Logging, road construc­
tion, mining a ctivities, plant collection, or similar disruptive uses are prohibited. 

The a reas are established to study the environment and to learn the effect s of changes 
by man or nature. Univer sities or other r esponsible research organizations may 
conduct studies in natural areas with the approval of the Supervisor of the National 
Forest involved or the Director of the Rocky Mountain For est and Range Experiment 
Station at Fort Collins, Colorado. 

All of the Research Natural Areas are open to hiking for public enjoyment of the 
natural conditions and the solitude . 

DEATHS 

Word has been received on the deaths of two R-3 retirees--John T. Sanders and 
Leo Wortman. 

Sanders, a long- time employee of the Coconino National Forest, died Jan. 15. He 
was buried at Camp Verde where his widow, Catherine, still r esides. He also is 
survived by two daughters. 

Wortman retired from the Division of Recr eation and Lands in 1956 and moved to a 
farm near Mountain View, Mo., where he died. He is sur vived by his widow, Gladys, 
a son, and a daughter. 

WILDERNESS REGULATIONS TRIP BIKE RIDERS 

Eight motorbike riders wer e fined for operating their bikes in three Wildernesses in 
1970. Fines imposed by U.S. Commissioners ranged from $20 to $50. Four violations 
occurred in Mt. Jefferson Wilderness, three in Eagle Cap, and one in Glacier Peak. 
Two of the convictions in Eagle Cap Wilderness were made possible by cooperation 
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of a hiker and his family who spotted the violators and turned the necessary 
information over to the FS. (Reprinted from R -6 GREENSHEET) 

PERSONNEL CHANGES 

NEW APPOINTMENTS 

Jimmy Gass, Soil Scientist, Watershed Management, NM Zone, Santa Fe 
Quinn E. Johnson, Civil Engineer, OHP-Engineering, Tonto NF 
Jerald R. Lopeman, Forester, Black River RD, Apache NF 
Maria G. Romero, Clerk-typist, Reserve RD, Gila NF 
Tren G. Spendlove, Automotive Mechanic, OHP-Engineering, Sitgreaves NF 
LaWana Gai Cusick, Clerk-typist, Jacob Lake RD, Kaibab 
Amy F. Denipah, Payroll Clerk Typing, Budget, Fiscal and Personnel, Kaibab NF 
Paul A. Garcia, Forestry Aid, Williams RD, Kaibab NF 
Janet L. Grooms, Personnel Staffing Specialist, Personnel Management, RO 
Gary A. Mick, Civi l Engineer, OHP-Engineering, Sitgreaves NF 

REASSIGNMENTS 

William L. Chapel, III, Forester (Admin), Gila, Black Range RD to Apache , Jewett RD 
ArthurS. Maynard, Jr., Forester (Admin), Pecos RD, Santa Fe to S&S, Apache NF 
Thomas R. Chacon, Forester, Chevelon RD, Sitgreaves to El Rite RD, Carson NF 
Eric G. Johanson, Forester, Sitgreaves NF to Division of R&L, RO 
Janell Daniel, Payroll Clerk, to Accounts Maintenance Clerk, B&F&Personnel 

PROMOTIONS 

Wayne E . Orr, Forester, Apache NF to Heber RD, Sitgreaves NF 
Christobal B. Zamora, Forester, S&S, Cibola NF 
John T. Drake, Forester (adm), Canjilon RD, Carson NF 
John W. Chambers, Forester, Santa Fe NF 
Harold G. Coley, Budget & Accounting Analyst to Admin Officer, Apache NF 
Carveth V. Kramer, Cibola NF, Hydrologist 
William E. Pint, Forester, Carson NF 
Amon J. Garner, Forester (Adm), Tres Piedras RD, Carson NF 
Curtis M. Johnson, Forester, Apache NF 
John A. Purselley, Computer Operator, Division of Operation, RO 
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PROMOTIONS (CONT'D) 

Solomon V. Garcia, Cartographic Technician, Division of Engineering, RO 
Paul B. Standing, Surveying Tech., Engineering Branch, to Civil Engineering 

Tech. , Tonto NF 
Rosenaldo Martinez, Forestry Technician to Supervisory Forestry Technician, 

Canjilon RD, Carson NF 
Fernando Cordova, Surveying Technician, to Civil Engineering Technician, 

OHP-Engineering, Carson NF 
Margaret Dawson, Personnel Clerk, Business -Management-Personnel Section, Gila NI 
Duncan Siutza, Engineering Equipment Operator, OHP-Engineering, Sitgreaves NF 
Esther M. Hale, Voucher Examiner, Business Mgmt. -Budget & Fiscal Section, 

Sitgrea ve s NF 

TRANSFER OUT 

James R. LeFlore, Per sonnel Management Specialist, Sitgreaves NF to R -8 

TRANSFER IN 

William C. Elmore, Civil Engineering Technician, Ozark & St. Francis NF , 
R-8 to Sitgreaves NF 

RESIGNATION 

Jack A. Bloom, Administrative Assistant, Coconino NF 

RETIREMENT 

Earl A. Jarboe, Electronic Technician, Gila NF 

VALLEY OF THE SUN DINNER SCHEDULED 

The 16th annual Valley of the Sun For esters Dinner will be held in Phoenix March 20 
for all Forest Service retirees, employees, and friends. Tonto Supervisor Fred 
Wirth said the event would be held at the Smokehouse Restaurant, 4701 N. 16th 
Street. He asked those planning to attend to send him their reservations as early 
a s possible at 230 N. First Ave. , Room 6208, Federal Building, Phoenix, 85025. 
The dinner price is $5. 50. 
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(Frank Harmon, History Section. 12/21/ 78) 
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Telephone conversation with Stuart Shelton, Office of General Counsel, who assembled 
the Forest Service's case in the Rio Mimbres waeer rights case against the 
State of New Mexico, 1977-78, adversely decided by the New MPx;~ Supremme 
Court and upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court lar a- ~· · 
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Ringland moved to the house next to his son's home and behind his own early in 
1979. Then in the early fall of 1979 he and his wife and daughter moved to a one­

~story modern house at 6801 West~., Chevy Chase, Md. 20015 near Bradley Blvd. 
~~ He called me at the office Jan. 11, 1980 to say he was back from the hospital 

and was under treatment for inflammation of the prostate gland, and has not been 
feeling well for several weeks. (He called about~Nov. '79 to say he was scheduled 
for some tests and wasn't feeling so good.) ()c,\, 0v 
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P.O. Box 2417 
\~ash1 ngton • 0 .C. 20013 

~r . Willia Voigt Jr . 
~ockin ' Chber F rm 
r<oute 3 
~lnc:sh~ar , Georgia 31515 

Dear ~.r . Voiqt : 
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. e nr: c;er. .infl you a bi~qraphic:ll ~k~t~n of Art, ur 
'UngL .. nd from !'li <> file here . It is not ccrr.plt.:te , n s 
it .tas ~rittc'"l in 1930 , <llthou("'1 ·)P. 1:-~ady h::~d an 
i~orcssiv P ljst of acconplisnments . ~e q}so onclosed 
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t'1c Forest Service in 1905 , serving until nis enlis!~ent 
i:'"l tne: Arr.-y i"l 1917 . ::- rom 1?19 lo 192 he servno .1lt1 
tt\e American Relief Adn.inistration in Czf:cnc.slova.\ia 
an~ Turkey on assisign~~nt trom tne Ar1 y un~er Herbert 
Hoover . ~rom 1925 to 1929 ne was executive secretary 
of tne National Confer ence on Outdoor Rccreat1cn anrl 
served on special National Park Servi ce boards . F ro.1 
1~30 to 1;32 ne ~,s an Jt~Qcne of tne F orei ~n ~qricul­
tural Ser vice , u. s. Oeoartment of A1r1culturc , oJserving 
~nd reporting on for~stry practlcPs tnroughout ~e~tern 
Europe . From 1933- 1934 he was liaison officer for the 
CivilJar Con~erv1tion Corps for tne Forest SErvice , Arny , 
3nd Federa l an1 State conser vation agencies . In 1935- 36 
ne 'ltilC) principal ctJnser v~tlon1st of t.1e Soil l..ons~rvation 
Service , USDA , and 1937-40 , cha i rman of tne Flood Cont r ol 
Coordina ti~g Comm ttt~e , USDA , in coopPr2tion wit~ the Army 
Corps of Engineer~ . In 194 1 he was a consultant ~it h t he 
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lfJf v iC:tl• S . f'IOil'l 1°:;1) - ';i n · 9~ JXdCut.i v :.; Cirec to r Of 
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lmo\1 thut :i.n tho finn l ;; ettlerncnt ( \·J:-t r cl .> .i. ! .l !~ l. h o u . ~ . G 0V<!rl1n~:~ · 
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Of Carr; \'/ OUld b e tl:r.opp ed off to Gll ,]_ y ndd it. i Oll ;t l clr::t f t s t ock . 

Captain J.:: l clrid.cc wts _i rt c omo:•1' of Gomp: •ny c; an t.l. 1-! .t ,iOl.' J ohn D. 
Guthrie comm:md etl t he ~dj :~.c ent c ::~. r-.1 of ;:; om ;~ L.:ny D ~I b c l le·.rc ; . At : i·.c.~. r 
nic.linr~ tho ntock v;cro t:o h e e(p1:..11.1. tlivid<'rl bP t'i, •' e n t h t 110 co: r :•:1· ·.; . 
un one partlculo.J' occ: ,: t.i. un, :1 ccoro~ , ~ t.;\) r,ld t''" '· · · ' :: : t t; c ;, lln L , lit :: l-a :·11 
3nrt~ent came to him HiLh th e foll n ne; c '!t 1 'l ~ . Jn L , "C i.q ' t:.ul, .i 11 t.J: , · 
la~; t bo.tch of JlOrs e ::.; ... ,e g ot the :.:o' ·ie ... t lot ~· o u ev e r d id .,oe . r :1 
the n e:::t onc~cottn do b e tt e r . '' ".' l ," r <':·l i ':'tl t h e IJ CJpt ·lin , " '-: : .~ ... 
d o you sugs est?" The r eply, ''VIc C'• 1ld nrr· llf't pi cn i c l'o ·. Lh ·· t , 
COI':l!)<mics on the foll o•. ·inB S wld ::t;y , tVC ::: l· :. · b:'\ 11 (;: lr:t...: , C' :.;c . , .i' 

liuthrics b arn s~n:Gent nncl .L on S:~l. " .l;ty C C"ll l l 11 Lc h th•' J1o " .· q.· ':1 
temas ::tnd o.rrnnse them in orde r J.'r 1 the tl.',;L Lc· t;ho ·.: or ~;t . .\ · t .:,.: · 



.•. 

(; h e hullgarne ;-,· ou nnd the l H1j o 1 

tl1•• f'i .rnl;, l; l t i.t·cl, f.''ift.h, ·ol. c . r 
' '"V/1 11Lt1~~· ),' 11 \ /1111 1.111 (Jnptrdn' :: 1 

'i <.:OUJ. Cl h t t Vtl lllllllll Of I II I I' l ll',)' : l 

und GCt othOl ':J to j oin in • J l ! 

~;vritch te runo so thnt \·/e \oJoulu 

() I 1l cl f l i 1' :~ C (.l 1 !l (; 0 !) e e \•," il 0 G C t; !J 

' •1." .. "11 ow \·TO ll] rl l;1l:1 L t~t· t; 1111 : •r1y 

' "i ll l l cr· . "v/ t)l J, nft.;or .the · co.in-L u .. :j 
,., ,, l'i r :h l. 1111 1111 l'(l r·. r· <'r (.li t' l~ l'l '\ 1 o l 

I •' J' .l' :tc u :; .1. tt n tl m.v u n l 'l r l•t •y n l~0\1 I d 
" Ll the b c:!~ t.; one:_; . ·· ' 

Jl.ccorcl inc; t;o Bld 1'ide;e · n r; IJ'Y !;h e }1l · n I·Tor '·~ c<l per rec L l y. 11. 
\vf"l l:k or co J :tl;cr· , Gulill r io c :•nr0 v< •J' t o llilve :· " ;nort of :;t.: OL<.:h" 
/r l'l.o:t:· fl\l)I!J~ I'. Dlll '.i n r ~ t.lw l~ C ) II I r·::· Li.nn llt • '-" :~ ··cpOJ·l; f•d :·: : ; ."1,'/.i.n , ' 
"J•:li, my bnl'll fl:tJ'I,';CllL [i\•JQ:tl':; Lit I !.I IUI'O \v tc ; : fiLII I • ll:ll ii: ,Y -· I ' :Ir J! : ,y llli. !,t' ll 

in the divi sion of hor ses l:l ti L . l. lnt l a y ... I·:.Ld .e.Ld ;c , "1 \-JO U.Itln ' L l • '-· 
lieve a VJOrU .of it if j_ were J' J\1 • I C 

.L h a v e never heo L'd Guthr1 e ' ·:; side of the s t ory. 

~ ;in c erely y ou l' : 

\;:::,(, t - . n, 
' 
I J .. · ;,--: 



Draft, Chief ' s letter to Mrs. Dorothy Ringland liarmon 10/ 26 

6801 Wes tAve.). Bailllz 1 

, Md. 
~.;hevy Chase 

(For•Office of Information) 

We in the Forest Service have indeed long been proud to consider Arthur 

Cuming Ringland .. one of our most distinguished alumni. He was one of Gifford 

Pinchot ' s bright young men inthe earliest days of the Forest Service, contribut-

ing substantially toward getting new areas into Nation&Forests and getting the 

whole system under effective protection and management. In 1908 When 0nly 27 
\.picked/ 

he was ....._,to organiz e and lead the new Southwestern Region . 

After service with the Army in France and Belgium during World War I, he 

was work under Herbert Hoover in Czechoslovakia, anq,in 

cooperation with the League of Nations, the relief and resettlement of Russian ~~~ 

refugees wfM h ctd fled ·t-o /vr-key, 

Mr . Ring l and then entered a series of projects covering a wide range of 
( InJ2)25 

natural resource conservatio~He headed the first National Conference on Out-

door Recreation which laid groundwork for the second recreation commission 40 

years later. Following a study of forestry and watershed protection in Europe 

for the Department of Agriculture in 1931- 33, he recommended conservatiOn work 

relief projects that helped lead to the Civilian Conservation Corps program and 

he became CC~iaison officer with the participating State and Federal agencies. 

He was named principal silviculturist for the Soil Conservation Service and then 

chairman of the USDA Flood Control Coordinating Committee in cooperation with 

the Army Corps of Engineers, which led to major flood prevention projects on our 

major river systems. 

After serving as consultant to the National Defense Advisory Commis sion, 

Mr. Ringland became executive director of President Roosevelt' s War R~lief Con­
( Co ,m;tte..e for- Ah,er1Cal1 femdtanc S t-o Evycpe) 

trol Board and conceived and organized the GAREA.food program for European war 

victims, as executive director of the Advisory Committee on Voluntary Foreign Aid 

in the State Department. In retirement he remained active in these various 

causes in which he had participated. 



, 
Letter to Mrs. Ringland -2- Harmon 

Mr. Ringland was a guest for years at the annual luncheens of our Regional 

Foresters and Experiment Station Directors. I was honored by his pereonal visit 

to me after becoming Chief, and was delighted to chat with a man with such charm, 

vigor, humor, and alertness at his advanced age--one who had accomplished so 

much for mankind both at home and abroad yet retai ned great modesty. he retained 

a lifelong love for the Forest Service, and just four years ago, at the age of 

95, performed us a valuable service by testifying at length •in a major water 

rights ~court case in New Mexico, in which he clearly recalled pertinent 
first 

early experience and decisions there a s Regional Forester. 

Your late husband has been an inspiration to all of us and I am sure it 

must be a great satisfaction and consolation for you t o know that he had such 

a long and productive life, and was still deeply appreciated by the agency f or 

which he worked as a young man. 

Sincerely, 

R. Max Peterson 

Chief, Rore st S@rvice 



~ C\ ' ill. 

~~(1A ~~ 
~~Q. _, )o.,oO· 
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..ti"'f' ~.'V Arthur C. Ringland is one of the foresters who saw the ?.,oS"· 

~~ 1 beginning of wides~read forest;y activity in the United St~tes. /1~ 
~ 8~1 <~,k..-MV~·?.<i , l~ 'l.- 1 Y-or-<5 -/1-7 tvo.-.. the 

vJv He was born in.I\New yYrk,~eceiv d his master' .j ~ee_ i,f} -~d.) 
~~ \Y C' r J§{j1' ~~ 
"~ Sl=le££Ni8 School Q at Yale Universi(y a.R- entered 1\ '\ ,...,~ .. 

lf~'J- 1~~ ~a.~~...:;f~~ ~ ·y~-~~v 11US'v!7 
~ ~~ federal forest work~·n 1900 He joined the Forest Service when ~t 

?- tr .,~ ~'"a. ... ~&, ~ . f~ A 
"'"l""vJv 

0
1,· was organiz-ed--aBo<a ureau of.Athe U.'S . Department of Agriculture __.,._l'lt:.,-

'i{. '\ in ~05 h>tl..-"f~ ~-~~~0..~~~ 
/ ~ ~--f:-·di;~in~.;, ~~te:'ser~~rr~"-
~~~· Captain. At the close of the war he was Chief of Mission of the 

i American Relief Administration in Europe, where he visited a number 

:.:~ of countries . After various public se:vicej and employment with 
--~_,_ ~-'Jr r~~ .. ~~il ~· n-. ~ £~)~<-U£_.__.·~· 
~ .. ?,.t'\, ............. her,."etu<Red te-< _ ~4- bo=tor · ~~ 
tfl:~·.Y; ~..._ 1925. In 1930 he became forest economist, and in "l9 "8/ was sent ~'1-\. ~ 

_ty - ~C~ vSLft> ~~-- -t. -""ft 
~ / Europe by the ~o~M" Service, nd the Bureau of Agricultural a...~ ~ .... 

;;:~~ Economics to study forestry and forest products trade relations. ~~~~~ 

He spent 2 years in studies of forest and conservation projects ~'·\ , 

in Italy, France, Germany and other countries, and upon returning 

to the United States in 1933 he made reports on the combination of 

work relief and the conservation of natural resources, which reports 

had an important bearing on employment and conservation~eas~e~~ 
33-3 Cf ~ ~~~~~ ·~(. 

adopte<;l, t.o defeaSJ_he depression here. :;;"::2." CC'C ~ US.~ t./11 
0 ~+-;rEF(; ct::,fr; ~ \;i ; iii; ::: z::=t= E ;")" l ~ I~ l s ~ 

/ ~J~For 2 years he had charge of special details stu y~ng an -use ;> 
. ~, problems including watershed protection and flood control and the 

~- L O-N"""' -::J~J.:o· 
c;r- ,c~;~L employment of CCC labor in protecting and developing natural resources. 

!l ~ ;;./'-' 1 

~~~~v'•· 0~------------------------------~ 
c~/:~ ~ 
00". r,~ \2.$,S <:S _. <3 /1£ 
~ 
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In 1936, Mr. Ringland transferred to the Soil Conservation 

Service, and at the beginning of 1937 he was appointed to head 

the Flood Control Coordinating Committee. This committee is 

composed of Mr. Ringland, E.N. Munns, chief of the Division of 

Streamflow Investigations, of the Forest Service, and Dr. Hendrickson 

t3conoVl1(c;-
of the Bureau of Agricultural~ormat1on. 

This committee is what it name implies: an organization to 

gather and make usable all the scientific information and records 

on streamflow, rainfall, and protective measures, in a national effort 

to mitigate the effects of floods and to control the so far as possible 

the runoff, in order to prevent flood disasters in the future. 

The War Department, the Federal Power Commission and other departments 

and agencies of the Government cooperate through the Flood Control 

Coordinating Committee to make erosion and flood control measures more 

effective. 



/~ 
Arthur C. Ringland served as aAstudent forest assistant 

between 1900 and 1904. In 1905 he was appointed forest assistant 

on the Lincoln National Forest. December 1, 1908, he was made 

district forester for the Southwest Region. 

In 1916 he was an inspector to report on forest conditions 

in Alaska. On military furlough during World War I, he remained 

in Europe on the board of war damages for the American Peace 

Commission. Between 1919 and 1921 he was an executive assistant 

on the American Mission to Czechoslovakia for food relief and 

between 1922 and 1924 Chief of Mission to Turkey for relief of 

Russian refugees. 

Between that time and 1934 he made a private study of the 

walnut industry in California, worked on the National Conference --------
an Outdoor Recreation, and went abroad with the Agricultural 

u S' A-Y"" V'\'\ :1 
Foreign Service. He became a :f-erest Servi ce CCC inspector in ( q ~ ~ -

~\l\'?, ~ 
1934, and transferred to SCSA then to the Secretary's Office and 

finally to the State Depart~enf'.l1_!/{i·~, . ~~ -w-.~-h -~~~~'-~}~ ~~~~ 
..,.. ..---' ~ tUr _\. ~ ~ 111\....0'<V ~, n .0 

Mr. Ringland is a native of Brooklyn, New York. { He received l / ~9'8'4~D 
~ \ q ~), 

his MF degree from YaleA He now lives at ~Dorset-Ave., 

· & ¥r., tv .P--+ a ... A ... 

Chevy Chase, Md. --v-
I 



Arthur C. Rin p, l and i s or.e of the f or ester s who saH the 

beginning of widespread forestry ~ctivity in the United States . 

He ,va s~~~~~~A~e\·1 ~l/k~f~eceived his master ' s degree in the 

Sheffi eld School of Scienc e at Yal e University and entered 

federa l forest \vork in 1900 . He joined the Forest Service Hhen it 

was organized as a bureau of t he U. S. Depar t ment of Agriculture 

in 1 905. 

In 1917 he joined the Ar my , and saH overse~s service a s a 

Captain. At the close of the waz he was Chief of Miss ion of the 

American Relie f Adminis tration i n Europe , \..rhere he visited a number 

of countries . After var ious publ :i.c s ervice and emp loyment Hith 

h e returned to the Fore st Service as collaborat or in 

1925. In 1930 he became for es t economi st , and in 1 9 3 i ,.,as sent to 

Europe by the Fores t Service , and the Bureau of Agricultura l 

Economics to · study for es try and fore s t products t r ade r e l ations . 

He spent 2 year s in studies of forest and conservat ion projects 

in Italy, Franc e , Germany and other countries , and upon re turn~tg 

to the United States in 1933 he made r o?.por ts on the combination of 

-vmrk r e lief and the conservation of na tural r esource s , ,.,hich reports 

had an i mportant bearing on emp loyment and co:1serva tion meas u1:cs 

adopted to defea t the depr~ssio~ here . 

For 2 years he had char ge of spec i&l de tails studying land-us e 

prob l ems i nc lud ing Ha tershed pro t ection and flooci con t r ol and t:1e 

employment of CCC labor in pr otect jng and developing na tura l rcs 01.'rces . 



In 1936, 1-ir . Ringland trans ferred to t he Soil Conservat ion 

Service, and at the b eginning of 1937 he was appointed t o head 

the Flood Control Coordinating Committee. Th is committee is 

composed of Mr . Ring l and, E .N. 1-1unns, chief of the Division of 

Streamflow I nves t igations , of the Fores t Servic e , and Dr. Hendrickson 
t_ r 1 

of the Bureau of Agricultural ~rmation . 

This connnittee is \vhat it name implies: an organization to 

ga ther and make usable a ll t he scientific i nformation and record s 

on s t reamflow, rainfa ll, and protective measures , in a national effort 

to mit i gate the effects of flood s and to control the so far as possible 

the runoff , in order to prevent flood disasters i n the future. 

The War Department , the Federa l "Pmver Commi ss ion antl other departments 

and agencies of the Government cooperate through the F lood Control 

Coordinating Connni ttee t o make erosion and f lood con tro l measures more 

effective . 



Arthur C. Ringland served as a student f orest assistant 

between 1900 and 1904 . In 1905 h e was appointed fores t assistant 

on the Lincoln Nat iona l Fo~est . December 1, 1908, he was made 

distric t f orester f or the Southwest Region. 

In 1916 he was an inspector to report on forest condit i ons 

i n Al aska. On mi litary furlough during Wor l d War I , he r emained 

in Europe on the board of \•7ar damages for the American Peace 

Commission . Bet\.Jeen 1919 and 1921 he t.Jas an executive assistant 

on the American Ni ssion to Czechos lovaki a for food relief and 

between 1922 and 1924 Chief of Mission to Turkey for r elief of 

Russian refugees . 

Between that time and 1934 he made a private study of the 

wa l nut industry i n California, worked on the Nationa l Conference 

an Outdoor Recrea tion , and '·lent abroad with the Agricultural 

Foreign Service . He became a Forest Service CCC i nspector in 

1934 , and transferred t o SCS, then to the Secretary ' s Office and 

finally to the State Department . 

Mr. Ring l and is a native of Brooklyn, Ne\-7 York. He received 

his NF degree from Yal e. He noH lives at 322 Dorset Ave ., 

Chevy Chase , Jvld . 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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WASHINGTON. 0. C. 

Re lease - I romedi ate. 
Novembe r 18 , 1930 . 

Arthu r C. ~i n€land, formerly a nenoer of the 

Forest Service, United States De~art:.'.e:lt of A<::ricul t u re , has beer. [l.~F)Oi:lted 

to the Depar tment of A~riculture foreign se r vice, it was announced to-day . 

~ ·!r . Ringland ' s fie l ei will be r.or.:in2.lly all of Z1.;.r ope . I'~ie object of 

the posit io:1 is t o keep the Unite d Stat es in tcu ch ·.'7ith t!'-.e sta tus and t r er:cis 

of forestry cievelopments and the i=.prove~ent of technical forestry pra ctice s 

i n £~rope, as an a i d i n the deve l opnent of .~erican f ore s t r y. Parti cular 

att ention will be given to land use in r e lation to for estry . 

The agricu ltu ral fore i gn s e ~vice is bein~ establis~ed under a rece:1t 

act of Con~ress and the aQmini s t r ative direct ion is be i ng c onte r ed in the 

:B·u.r eau of Agricu lt'J.r al Eco:1omics , to i7!:ich Hr . !tingland 11ill be attached. 

Technical di r ection of h is 7To r k ·nill 'oe handled by the ~ore st Se:: rvice. 

}.~r . Ringland is a gr aduat e of Yal e ?orest School. ?or t h irteen years 

he had ~ide cxperi0nce in the For~st Se r vice , a s forest a ssistant, assistant 

for est er, r egional fore s ter in c:'lar g e of t ile Sollthn~stern !listr ict vlith h aad-

quart e rs at Al buquer que, Nc•? f:cxico, a::1d a s insT:>ector i n t ho office of the 

Foroster in Washi n.c;t on. A s t .1dy of tbe C!luP"a ch Forest i n AlosJca wa s one of 

h is assignments a s Forest I ns,ector. 
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~~r. Ri:1g l and s e r ved as ?.e -::iner.tal .Adjutant to Colonel 7 oodruf:, 

~.~ilitary Co:::r:-tande!' of t~e ~or-:lSt >:"y Troo -ps, A. E. F. , (lOth and. 20tn Endneers ) , 

from which post he Yias t r ar..sfe rred to col:'!oatant ser'.' i ce ·:6 tn tile Pioneer Zn-

g i neers of the 37th Division i n 3e l gi urn . ?.is :nost out s tandin2: ·:~ork was i n -
centre.l and sou tnor n :SUrope ·.'li t h t he A.":le;:-i can Relief Adn:i n i s trati on ·::!!er e 

he served a s c:i:i ef of r::i s s ion, vii th headquar ters at Prague, and l a ter at 

Constant i nople . 

Since nis r etu r n from :;'\:rope, he has been active i n f or e s t r ecr eat i on 

work a nd in forest and nild life conser vation , a s 3xec"tA.t i ve Secr e t a r y of the 

liat ional Con.fe re:1.ce on Outdoor ~ecreat i.o :'1, :ner:-.ber of t he Comr.,ission on L.e 

Conse r vat ior.. of t he Jacl':so::1 :!ole ED: of W~·oming, 'Treasu r er a nd me:ncer of t :te 

Board of Directors of the -~Qri can Forest ~eek Cownittee, member of t he For e st 

Policy Co~~ittee of the Socia t y of -~erican Fore s t e rs, mcnbe r of t he Coordi-

nating Committee on ~:ational Par~~ a:-.d ro r.; st boilndari es a nd of t:r..e Ye llo'irstone 

~Tational Park '3ou nd.a ry Co:-.;:!issj on. 

i:r. Ri ngland \'Jill spend a shor t t i me a t t ne Unit ed St a tes 3'or e st Se r v i ce 

headqu<;rters ir. Washin?.:t on and •ni ll t !1en r:o to 'Serli n , wi th t he possibility 

of transfer to some ot;le r heado_uar ters in Z.nope l a ter. 

--------~--------

480- 31 



ARTHUR C. RINGLIOO> 

HONORS AND AWARDS 

The CzechQs1ovakia ORDER OF THE WHITE LION by President Masaryk, 1921 

The ORDER OF St. STANISLAUS by General Wrangel for the Russian 

Government in Rxile, 1922. 

A~-lARD by CARE for "his foresight aoo ceaseless effort while 

assisting the Executive Directsr of the President's WAR RELIEF 

CONTROL BOARD inspired the creation of CARE by twenty-two National 

Or ganizations. 

Awarded the STATE DEPARTMENT'S CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION 

"He served with distinction as the Executive Director of the 

President's WAR RELIEF CONTROL BJARD ({!;~~~1 ;g~f: ,-.e_/ f 
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ARTHUR CUMING RINGLAND 

~~~-Sep t. i-9-73orn l~{. t;_p KL!J-{(Fi-~ / t . . · l,f{S~ //~OO. 
(;ci,1~ 1900 Student Assistant, Div~s1.on o~ Forest . , . S._Dept. of Agriculture 
~ under Gifford Pinchot, \~the, ~~~·.n (o f ~<J Dl'\.. ~ $~02.-tx· !Jn 
740-33 - i I y I l" , 1 . f ~ f?,~"-- ,.~'f-1_1, ( ~~- #" lf>~JfJit-r- t't\• '1 ·~ q e ,. e.~ C1 1f( .Ju'l D c- 11/ Ft: y g:;:-t-;::::;'- I J -!2Qi - raauated Master o ~6resEt:fr ' Yale School of Forestry-t-wo Y a~~vr-'f; · 

-Ar t~ )\LWI~ oygenruJ o f.l< f...vr...~~ ·~ T l tc{ 
Jllt101905 Forest Assistant /.\. U~ S~ Forest Service./rmb£l1a• Lwr ~&e~ fe">Je · 

I q o\ - 1- e. r. J Sv r-v e .. o -\o.Y n ~"'" ~~~ { yqerv es in Wnskrn j -f...n.Stnt~t . '~' 
1907~ United States Forest Service, Chief, Section of Boundaries, 1907. 
i <fo f{-jq !~Chief, Office of Lands :~~908, Assistant Chief F9rester, 1908 . 'Re~ieftal J...;...:;t..~ 

Forester of Region 3--Arizon~ N~~ ¥~ic~~l~~;~oma, Arka~s~s and 
Florida c .f~ A:>{ J:x~ f, \'7 D<l. I~~ U/ ""'·-;::_-;;wrv ol~ 7~. l916 

~.- 1}/o.J,/LJfb -.;{~ ~~"" '-- "LoP .~t ,F~ > C\wl} ~c ~ N~{\ o \)l\.1 <for-es t -
1917-1918 Connnissioned. R9qu~•te ;1\ d!~ant> lOth Engineers. (Forestry ) -L 0 _ fi 

Ameri~q, ~pedi tionary Fqrc~s.. !J.~c p ,.,-€ "- a p ~ ;" . JjvfJsfB 1-lfd r11 1 1 P li er·, f1}JIJ!tP; 
"37 H-... , v' s 1 o t.1 ) c Y1 c..c WJ oa r- 1 n.. i5 t:;. ;g ! u 1 n . 

'" ~~·es"lr'(e.IJ9 •-,.,~te_.~ s-W .f $ !-f<:nc l.t•d -lo /-I. e... " 
1919 Attac ed,<;~garQ'.Q~ Anierican Peace Connnildlilt f or field 

examination~nemy damage to French forests. 

1919-1923 Assi~~~~~Yn~A~~ -t2~~A~}can Relief Administration under Herbert 
Hoover.E~or-Dr1551oh~tofCzechoslovakia in charge of mass feeding 

r!~fl~~~n. cooperation with Czechoslovak Government, 1919-1921; 
~'an~ ' ope~tfnns for relief and evacuation of White Russian refugees 

in Constantinople in cooperation with the League o , Nations, 1922-1923. 1/ 

('/1-'-f-_A/dJ..c (l.p ~.-:ar. rtzY-t.~ftif:~ .. i~• • ~ v-~~': ~&jo TA-L 
1925-1929 ~~u~~ecretary,-P~t t Coolidge s National Conference on 

Outdoor Recreation1 and member>~resident$ Coordinating Commission on 
National Park and National Forest Boundaries; Commission on the Con­
servation of the Elk of Jackson Hole, Wyoming; and President Hoover's 
Yellowstone Park Boundary Commission. 

1930-1932 Attache', Foreign Agricultural Service, U. S. Department of Agri­
culture--Alpine Watershed engin~ng1 Italy, France and Switzerland; 
forestry in Germany, Holland, Denmark and Great Britain. 

l'\~a-1934 Liaison Officer, Civilian Conservation Corps, with Army and Federal 
and State Conservation agencies. 

() 

.Lci-~(, Principal Conservationist) Soil Conservation Servicel U.S. '!>e..fortm~t of AjtiC\IHl: 

1937-1940 Chairman, Flood Control Coordinating Committee, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture in cooperation with Army Engineer Corps) l>etf, of ..TI"{trt'Tor; i€Jf' -..a. j 
Powt~Cw,c n, etc. 

1941 Consultant, National Defense Advisory Commission. 

1942-1945 Assistant Executive Director, President Roosevelt's War Relief 
Control Board • 

.;lh o~;J ~n·r.~ ,- r;f c ARc Pr o r et.n- FooJ -{o~ Cu~-of'?Cilt Wa.r- ~r icf/n, ) 
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1946-1952 Executive Director, Advisory Committee on Voluntary Foreign Aid, 
Department of State--successor to the War Relief Control 
Board. C AfZE. 

Retired as a Foreign Affairs Officer, Department of State. 

Honorary Asso~iat~ ~rican Council of Volunt4ry Aganeiea~~ 
Foreign Service; Tru1tee, ~rican Freedom from Hunger ~~n; 
Muaber • Boar4- of ·Directors, Citizetrl Committee on Ma-rt"onal B.e1ourC!~. 

Retirement Activities. Elected Honorary Associate, American Council 
of Voluntary Agencies for Foreign Service. Member, Board of the 
National Roadside Protection Committee. Advisor, President Kennedy, 
Food for Peace. Trustee, American Freedom from Hunger Foundation. 
Member, Board of Directors of the Citizens Committee on National 
Resources. 

(- e ( I o ev 
1 

S o c_ ,- «. i! o ( A Yl1 e r i C~ n Pores fe r S 

)V' <..N k.e.r-, ~ '0'> MUS (' \\) ~ 

/'-'~ ~ I'IJ ~)- 'tvR.<;t 4-'\sto"' ~c c,~t" 
I 



1690 
FOREST SERVICE 

DAILY NEWS DIGEST 
October 13, 1981 

By or, wo 

PAPER SPECULATES ON TIMBER EXTENSIONS - The Oregonian predicts that 
Chief Peterson will announce tomorrow that timber companies will be granted 
further contract extensions. Deputy Asst. Secy. Douglas MacCleery said a 
number of short-term and long-term changes in FS timber sale policy have 
been considered, paper reported. An aid to Oregon Gov. Vic Atiyeh said the 
governor will ask the Agriuclture Dept. to delay implementing changes until 
a task force, which Atiyeh has appointed, has time to make its 
recommendations. 

I PREDICTED 1980's HOUSING DEMAND MAY NOT OCCUR - ·Although housing 
demand will be 11 Strong11 throughout the 1980's, 11 it may not prove to be the 
record demand member-s 9f the industry had ooticipated, .. reports the 
Washington Post. Based on a study by u.s. Housing Markets, a publication 
of Advance Mortgage Corp., article said the crucial factor will be the 
number of non family households formed during the decade. .. If the economy 
is weak, mortgage rates stay high and supply is low, then it is l ikely that 
fewer new households will be formed, .. paper said. Fewer young people will 
leave home before marriage. Doubling up in apartments and shared 
homebuying will become fixtures of American 1 ife. Article added that if 
demand for housing does ris~, an important question is whether or not 
industry can build enough new units to accomodate it. 

LAST OF PIONEER FS LEADERS DIES - Arthur Ringland, 99, last of the 
Forest Service's pioneer leaders, died last night in Chevy Chase, Md. , 
reports the Chief's Office. Ringland entered the agency in 1900, at the 
age of 18, when it was still called the Division of Forestry. He 
graduated from Yale Forest School in 1905, and in 1908 was picked to direct 
what was then called the Southwestern District, one of si x newly-created 
western regions~ . Funeral services are pending. 

YEAR'S FIRST SNOWSTORM SWEEPS ACROSS ROCKIES- The first major 
snowstorm of the year fell in the northern Rockies yesterday, reports the 
New York Times. Snow was falling in Montana at a rate of one inch per 
hour, where four-foot drifts closed the Going-to-the-Sun Highway in Glacier 
National Park. Heavy snow fell over much of western Montana, northwestern 
Wyoming and the mountains of Utah. 

JANTZEN IS NEW F&WS DIRECTOR - President Reagan has .. capitulated to 
wildlife and conservation groups, .. naming Robert A. Jantzen as director of 
the U.S. Fish and Wil dife Service, .reports the Washington Post. The 
nomination ended a .. three-month-long guessing game .. over whether the job 
would go to Jantzen or Norman C. Roberts, .. a Californian and longtime 
Reagan supporter whose candidacy had been opposed by major conservation 
groups, .. article said. Jantzen is a former director of the Arizona Fish 
and Game Dept. ·. 

HATFIELD PROMISES VOLCANO-RELATED FLOOD AID - Sen. Mark Hatfield 
(R-Ore) has promised financial aid if the Toutle and Cowlitz rivers flood 
this winter, despite Reagan administration budget cuts, reports the Oregon 
Journal. Authorities fear heavy rains may send mud and debris from the 
slopes of Mount St. Helens into the rivers. 11 Thank God Sen. Hatfield is 
~hai~man of the Appropriations Coi11Tlittee, .. s~id Rep. Don Banker (D-Wash). 

He 1s aware of the problem, where another senator from another region 
would not be as considerate ... 

1 of 2 



RIVER FLOW BELOW NORMAL- Water flow in five of the nation•s largest 
rivers was 12 percent below normal in FY 1981, making it the driest year 
since 1977, the New York Times quotes USGS. 

RE-OPENING, CLOSING, REDUCING SHIFTS AND CUTTING PAY - The H.R. Jones 
Corp. veneer mill in Grand Ronde, Ore., has re-opened after a one-year 
closure, putting about 30 people back to work, reports the News-Review of 
Roseburg, Ore. The mill had closed because of a death in the family that 
operated it, not because of market conditions. Meanwhile, three mills in 
the Medford, Ore., area plan to either close or reduce shifts, due to poor 
market conditions, reported the News-Review. Those moves are expected to 
put about 300 workers out of a job. Finally, Mt. Mazama•s plywood mill in 
Sutherlin, Ore., has reduced worker•s wages by 25 percent through November. 
A company spokesman said the choice was between that and shutting the mill 
down. 

A SMALLER ELF - In a lengthy article on radio communication with 
submarines, the New York Times explains the uAustere ELF (extremely low 
frequency)u project. The project may serve as a model for part of 
President Reagan•s recently-announced nuclear defense plans. Scaled down 
from earlier ELF proposals, "Austere ELFu would involve an existing test 
site at Clam Lake, Wise., on R-9•s Chequamegon NF (not the Hiawatha NF in 
Michigan, as the 10/9 DND quoted the Washington Post ) . 

GYPSY MOTHS HEADING SOUTH AND WEST- 11 Think about it, Alabama. Gypsy 
moths are coming to you and your southern hardwoods," says the October 
issue of Ot~NI magazine. 11 They are also moving westward. Appleton, Wise., 
was infested this year. Caterpillars appeared in Florida, California and 
even in Seatle, Wash.•• Article gives background on the gypsy moth, and 
explains efforts being made to manage it. 

MOTHS IN MIDWEST - State and federal officials plan to go door-to­
door in Lincoln, Nebr., next month looking for gypsy moth egg masses, 
reports UPI. Due to infestations there, USDA is imposing pest control 
regulations in seven areas of the state. 

BLM DELAYS ADOPTION FEE INCREASE - BLM is delaying an increase in fees 
for adoption of wild horses and burros, reports the New York Times. Reason 
was that the new fees could result in destruction of some animals and less 
money for the government, paper said. An FS release also announced that 
the fee increases for adopting wild horses and burros from NFS lands 
will be postponed for 90 days, to Jan. 2, 1982. 

WHITE HOUSE NEWS SUMMARY MAY GO ELECTRONIC - The editor of President 
Reagan•s White House News Surrmary is worried about meeting· his new morning 
deadline, reports the New York Times. So editor William E. Hart is 
considering using an electronic information service to obtain up-to-date 
information for Reagan and other top Administration officials. Meanwhile, 
the Washington Post•s Ear column reports that the team that wrote the news 
summary in the Carter Administration is going into free-lance work. They 
plan to write a similar surrmary for subscribers in the general public, to 
cost almost $700 per year. 
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Historical Feature 
From History Section, Forest Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 2417 
Washington, D.C. 20013 
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RINGLAND, OLDEST FOREST SERVICE ~g i EER LEADER, IS 97 

Arthur Ringland, last of the pioneer higher echelon Forest Service leaders 

still living, celebrated his 97th birthday on September 29, active and 

alert as usual. 

He is proud to be probably the only man alive who knew well all of the 

early Chiefs, and he worked closely with most--Gifford Pinchot, Henry 

Graves, William Greeley, Robert Stuart, F. A. Silcox, and Earle Clapp. 

He has become well acquainted with the later ones, Lyle Watts (deceased ), 

Richard McArdle, Edward Cliff, and John McGuire, and just recently had 

a chat with the new Chief, R. Max Peterson. 

a S's j. s t an t 

Ringland entered the agency in 1900 as a student/when he was 18 and 

when it was still called the Division of Forestry . He graduated from 

Yale Forest School in 1905. In December 1908, he was one of si x bright 

young men picked to direct the newly-created si x western regi ons (then 

called distri cts). He was sent to Albuquerque, N.M . , to head the South­

western District. His assistant was Earle Clapp, later head of Research 

and Chief of the Forest Service. 

Several of the other first district foresters went on to high posts. 

Greeley, assigned to the Northern District at Missoula, Mont . , became 

the third Chief in 1920 and later became manager of the West Coast 
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Lumberman•s Association . E. T. Allen, assigned to the North Pacific 

Di s trict at Portland, Oregon, soon left to direct the Western 

Forestry and Conservation Association . Allen had been chief inspector 

for the Forest Service in California in 1905-06 and at the same time, 

California•s first State Forester. Clyde Leavitt, sent to the Inter­

mountain District at Ogden, Utah, later became Assistant Dean of Forestry 

at Syracuse University . He was the only one to approach Ringland in 

age, reaching 94 before his death in 1972, . in Pascagoula, Miss. 

Ringland directed and is one of only two or three surviving men who 

participated in the agency•s early widespread land and boundary survey 

work of 1906-08 in which many new Forests were established, much 

agricultural land deleted, and many Forests consolidated. He is also 

one of the very few still living who served with the forestry engineers 

in France during World War I. 

Ringland did considerable humanitarian work after both World Wars, as 

well as expert forestry, soil conservation, flood control, outdoor 

recreation, and other work for various federal agencies over the years, 

here and abroad . He retains a keen interest in all these fields today, 

recently testifying for the Forest Service in a water rights court case 

in New Mexico. He has been a luncheon guest at numerous annual meetings 

of the Regional Foresters and Station Directors in Washington. He has 

lived in Chevy Chase, Md., just outside Washington, D.C., for many years, 

and takes a daily walk to keep fit. 
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ClO THE WASHINGTON POST 

Arthur C. Ringland, 99, Conservationist, 
Whose Efforts Led to the Founding of CARE 

Arthur Cuming Ringland, 99, a 
retired government conservationist 
who also worked with refugee pro­
grams and was a principal founder of 
CARE, died of respiratory failure 
Oct. 12 at Suburban Hospital in Be­
thesda. 

Mr. Ringland joined the U.S. For­
est Service in 1900 and helped es­
tablish the national park and nation­
al forest systems. After World War I 
service as a captain in the Army in 
France and Belgium, he went to 
work ·for the American Relief Ad­
ministration under Herbert Hoover. 
He headed the agency's mission to 
Czechoslovakia. 

When he returned to the Forest 
Service, Mr. Ringland held a number 
of pot'litions concerning national 
parks and forests, outdoor recre­
ation, flood control and the Civilian 
Co~rvation Corp&. 

ID World War U. ~ became ex­
ecutive director of tbe President's 

War Relief Control Board, later the 
AdviBOry Committee on Voluntary 
Foreign Aid. In 1945, he originated 
the concept of the private voluntary 
organization that became CARE. A 
principal aspect of that work was 
persuading the government to pro­
vide ships to transport food pack­
ages that had been donated for the 
needy in Europe. He thus became 
known as "the father of CARE," and 
was honored for his efforts by the 
United Nations in 1958. 

Mr. Ringland, who lived in Chevy 
Chase, retired from the government 
in 1952. In subsequent years he was 
active in the Food for peace Pro­
gram, the American Freedom from 
Hunger Foundation and the Citizens 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

Mr. Ringland, who was born in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., earned bachelor's 
and master's degrees from Yale Uni­
versity. He wae a member of the So­
ciety of American Foresters, the For-

ARTHUR CUMING RINGLAND 



~rranuary 30, 1978 

Summary of Conversation with Arthur Ringland of Chevy Chase, Md. Jan. 30, 1978 
AT Cosmos Club, Washington, D.C. (F. J. HaRMON) 

1. lier National Monumen~ southwest of Santa Fe, New M~x., on Santa Fe 
Nationa Forest. 

Ringland, Will Barnes and Judge Abbott were in ins cti~n~ty on a field 
trip at Camp Rio de las Frijoles to evaluate the area in mid-1915. Ringland 
was District (Regional) Forester, Barnes was WO Chief of Grazing. 
Barnes and Abbott suggested it be named Bandelier in honor of the ex-Swiss 
army officer, who was so interested in it, as a historian and anthropolo­
gist . (Pueblo Indian cliff houses). In late 1915 or early 1916, Ringland 
wrote Whis rpport recommending the monument status, and it was approved 
(Proclaimed Feb. 11, 1916) (Transferred from Forest Service to Park Service 
Feb. 25, 1932). 

2. Mr. Ringland mentioned that a close friend of his while he was in New Mex­
ico and Arizona as District Forester was Miss Anna Bourke, daughter of a 

x distinguished Army officer , Capt. John G. Bourke, who had been aide-de-camp 
to General Crook in the Apache Indian wars. Gen. Bourke wrote several books 
on the Apache wars. Miss Bourke, Mr. Ringland said, died two to three 

3. 

years ago, nearly 90 years of age. 

Gen. Bourke was Troop Commander to Will Barnes when Barnes was in the Signal 
Corps at Fort Apache, Mr. Rin818ndsaid. Mr. Ringland added that ~he has 
in his possession some letters which Will Barnes wrote to Bourke. 

Mr . Ringland mentioned that he has bean interviewed ~for both the Hoover 
and Truman Libraries on his State Department work. 

He said that he has a mass of .PI~e~s and repr that nee& to be classified. 
He has some letters from Giffor inchot . e said that he has not decided 
where to send his p~ers, ut may sena them to New Haven <!!le University 
library). e s also considering the Forest History Society and the 
Denver Conservation Library. Ringland was a student at the Yale Forest 

'-~~~·School, class of 1905, and has some photos taken of the students at their 

•• 
5. 

~~erdwor~1at PinchQt'~ ho~~ Grey Towers. Milford~ ~enna~ He
1 

has manv
1
of 

h~s ol da~ work o~ar~es, but not all. H~s was the rourtn c ass at Y~ e . 

Mr. Ringland said he is anxious to know whether the v~ious Forest Service 
Regions are providing libraries of materials perti nent to the history of 
their areas. He mentioned that the papers of ~d WiXID, an early super­
visor of the Coronado National Forest are at Tucson, Arizona Historical Soc. 
He said histories of the various National Forests need to be compiled, to 
include the signs of the firsttappearance of man lnd other early histori-
cal data He said an article on the old tQrtal~Forast Reserve,set up in 190~ 

ano cancelled in 1907, recently was in ~er;gage~gazine.He has a copy . 

6 . He said Gifford Pinchot addressed the New Mexico legislat•ve Assembly one 
year while Ringland was District Forester, probably 1909 . He urged we 

· . . ~~ inquire if a copy of this talk is in the legislative archives in Santa Fe. 

~~~\~ ~. He saidhe started a Daily Bulletin in District (Region) 3 soon after becom-
ing District (Regional) Forester, as a means of keeping track of his work 
force . He recalls asking a high official of Sears, Roebuck of the best wwy 
to do this and the man said Sears was using a daily bulletin. 
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Conversation, F,J, Harmon of F,S, History Section,with Arthur Ripglap~ in 
Cosmos Club, Washington, D,C,, Jan . 30, 1918, Continued 

8. So~e early important men in the Forest Service, nowdeglected, should be 
wrl.tten up: . 

~a. ~overton Price, right hand man of Gifford Pi~chgt, studied 
,L) ~ , forestry in Munich soon after Henry Graves. ~~f>rilliant 
n· ~ . ~-- young man who was a great help to the Forest Service in 

'w,..l.- "' ~<V-~t""l'its early days. Cowmitt..ed suicid!i, soon aiterBPinchot 's 

0 
-(' ·~ ('v'-- dismissal from office by Taft in early 1910. fllf~ 
~ b, Philip P. Wells, lawyer, who did much to establish grazing 

c. 

d . 

rights for the Forest Service. His nephew died recently 
in Region 6 (Pacific NOrthwest). 

HenrySGraves, who succeeded Pinchot as Chief Forester. 

R. c. Hall, a tax authority in forestry . Died about 6 
months ago, lived in Alexandria. Wife may be living. 

9. He recalled his survey work in western Washington State in January-February 
1907, for additions to the Mt. Baker National Forett. It led to a violent 
local reaction and led to Congress' action March 4, 1907 prohibibing any 
more Presidential proclamations 3of National Forests in 6 western states. 
The land was never farmed and is all now owned by Georgia Pacific, he was 
told by a recent forest supervisor. This is mentioned in his Bancroft 
Library ;ublished interview. 

10. He recalled the cancellation of District (Region) 3 ranger schools in 1919 
by a USDA attorney, as not provided for specifically in the appropriations 
act. The schools were urgently needed to train new men coming in just 
after World War I, he said. He added that if the school had been held 
indoors it would probably have been permitted, 

ll.f He mentioned the National Conference on Outdoor Recreation of the early 
1920s, which he said did not receive proper recognition then or later. He 
said it was started on the initiative of Theodore Roosevelt Jr. and others 
of the Boone and Crocket Club started by the elder TR. LeonKneipp was the 
first executive director and organized the group,then went .... to super-

12. 

l vise land acquisition under the Weeks Act. Ringland succeeded him. In 1926-
1 26 detailed reports were issued , including one on recreation policies in 

the various states . When the Outdoor Rocreation Resources Commission made 
its listudies and set up the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation in xthe 1960s, it 

~ erronously stated that no suey report• had previously been issued, Ringland 
, stated. 

(I ov•, ' 
,q1~ 
/ 

Mr. Ringland spoke about the court case on water rights in which he partici­
pated as a Federal& Government witness two months ago in the New Mexico Dis­
trict State Court at ROSWELL in Chavis County, presided over by Judge Snead. 
The State contested the Forest Service basis of grazing management, contend­
ing that the rights of individuals take precedence in cases of conflict. Mr. 
Ringland said that if the State viewpoint were to prevail, management of 
grazing on National Forest land ~uld be impossible there. The case involved 
the Rio Benito and Rio Rudoso which form the Rio Hondo, a long river em~jng 
into the Pecos River. Mr. Ringland flew from Washington to Albuquerque with 
USDA lawyer. Sd~Yart Shelton of OGC and Noel Larson FS Hydrolog1st,and spent 
_:~~ ~~~;~ .... ~~ .... t~e, wi:~~~~-~:a~~..:_ H~,p~~ .. :!:~!:~v~~-! .. ~2:Rase_ c~EL2!, h?;~ n ~estitii)I1 



ARTHUR CUMING RINGLAND 

(Sepbember 29, 1892 - October 12 , 1981) 

Frank Harmon . History Section 
Forest Service Washington,D C 

Oct. 29, 1981 

Arthur Cuming Rin&land , lifelong conservat i onist and humani tarian , who was 

the l ast of the H ving Fores t Servi ce pioneer leader , died October 12, 1981 

in nethesda, Md . He had lived i n adjacent Chevy Chase, Md., for many years. 

He is urvived by his widow, Dorothy , and their son, Peter, and daughter, 

a 11/ He t·7as born Sepbcmber 
Susan Ringland, also of Chevy Chase, and five grandchi ldren. 

29, 18 .,2 ·n Brooklyn, N.Y. 

He held a number of s tudent assistant field party positions with the old Di-

vision of Forestry under Chief Gifford Pinchot, 1tart i ng in 1900 when he was 

17 years old . He was a gradua t e of high school i n Mont c ' a ir , N.J . , and stud-

ied at the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C . , to quali fy for admis ion 

i n 1903 to the new graduate Forest School ;et up by the Pinchot family at 

Yale University, where he received his mas ter of forestry degree i n 1905 , 
when the Division of Forestry became the Forest Service and took over the reserves. 

Ringland then served for a year as forest a ssistant on the Lincoln Forest Re-

erve (renamed Nat i onal Fores t in 1907). He d'i rec t ed Forest Service land and 

boundary 5ur vey work, 906-08, in which many new Forests were e ; tabli shed, 

much agricultural land was deleted f or homes teading and many Forests were 

consolidated . Nati onal Forest addi t ions which he recommended after making 

urveys i n Washington State were disapproved after a storm of local protest, 

but 40 year later a l 1 of the land invo1ved was t ill in forest. After scrv-

ing as Chief of Lands and Assistant Chief Forest er i n 1908 he was selecteq at 

age 27, Southwest District (Regional) Forester one of ix men as signed to the c 

new decentralized post i8°tR:~~f&: 1tn 1 ~Bf6 he was as s i gned to an inspection 

visi t on t he Chugach Nat i onal Forest , Alaska. Wi th the American entry i nto 

World Uar IJ in 191 7 he enli ·ted and befame Adj utant of the Tenth Army Engineers 



(Forestry) i n France and served i n combat wi th the Pioneer Engineer , 37th 

Division, in Belgium, a s a Captain. I n 1919 served with others of the 20th 

Engi neer s taff examining war damage to French forests for the American Peace 

Commi s s ion . Later that year he was assigned by the Army t o the American 

Relief Adminis t ration under Herbert Hoover, becoming for two years executi ve 

as Ji stant for the Chief of Mission t o Czechos lovakia i n charge of mas s feeding 

of chndren in cooperati on with the Czechoslovakian Government. From 1922 t o 

1923 he served as Chi f of Miss ion to Cons tantinople, Turkey , for relief and 

evacuation of White Russian refugees from the Communist Revo lution . in coop­

erati on with the League of Nations . For the next decade, he performed expert 

f orest-ry, c:oil conservati on, flood contro1, outdoor r ec-reation, and related 

coordinati on work with vari ous Federal agencies. 

Returning to the United States in 1924, Ringland made a pri vate s tudy for the 

walnut industry i n California. I n 1925 he became executive secretary of the 

Presi dent's firs t Na tional Conference on Outdoor Recreation. Zit s report laid 

the groundwork for the second such commission 40 year s lat er. During th i s 

period he also served as a member of the President's Coordi nating Commi s s ion 

on National Park and National Forest Boundarie , the Commis ~ion on t he Con• 

servation of Elk of Jackson Hole, l~yoming, and Presi dent Hoover's Yellovstone 

Park Boundary Commission. 

In 1930 he was appointed forestry expert for t he U.S. Department of Agr i cul ­

ture' s new Foreign Agri cult ura l Servi ce , and for two years studied alpi ne 

t-rat ershed cons ervat i on engi neering projects in Italy, France, and Switzerland , 

and forestry administration, laws , and t r ade r elati ons i n Great Bri~ain , 

Holland , Denmark, and Germany. His reports i n 1933 and hi s r ecommendations 

for combini ng t-JOrk relief and conservat ion hel ped leaddto the emergency pro• 

grams adopted by President Franklin R"osevelt , including the Civil ian Con­

servat i on Corps of which he became Southeast ern r egional liaison officer 



f or 6he Aemy in coopi!JHttion t.ri. th the Forest Servi ce, Nationa 1 Park Service, 

Labor Department, and State agencies . 

of the newlY. estab1 ~ ahed USDA 
Ringland t.ras appointed principal conservat ionist~ So11 Conservation Service 

i n 1936, and from 1937 to 1940 served as chairman of USDA ' s Flood Contr ol 

Coordinating Commi ttee (embodying the Forest Servi ce , Soil Conservation 

Servi ce and Bureau of Agr i culture Economi cs ) which cooperated wi t h the 

Army Corps of Engineer ,, the Department of t he I nterior , and the States . 

1 ts work l ed t o legislation ~mich set up major flood pr evention projects 

on t he nation ' s major r i ver -ystems . 

As t he Unitdd States en t ered World War II , Rin81dnd became a cansultant 

t o the National Defense Advi sory Committee , then served from 1942 to 1945 

as assistant executi ve di~ector of the Pres ident's War Rel i ef Contro Board , 

and from 1946 to 1952 a s executi ve director of i t s successor , t he Advi sory 

Committee on Voluntary Forei gn Aid in the Department of State. I t was 

here in 1946 that he conceived and organized the CARE program (Commi ttee 

for Ameri can Remi t tances t o Europe) for tmich he was honored by the United 

Nations in l958. He retired ·from the State Department i n 1952 . 

Hi s activit i es after retirement i ncluded advisor t o Presi dent Kennedy's 

Food for Peace pr ogr am, trus tee for American Freedom Fr om Hunger Foundati on, 

mcntbcr of board of directorn of Citizens Commi t t ee on National Resources , 

member of board of directors of National Roadside Protect i on Committee, 

honorary as soc iate of Amer ican Council of Vo l untary Agencies for Foreign 

Service. Ue received the Order of the lfuite Lion from President Masaryk 

of Cze cho lovald a i n 1921, and the Order of St . Stanislaus from General 

tvrongel f or the Russi an Government in Exile in 1922. He was a lifelong 

member of the Cosmos Club of Washington , one of t he first members of the 

Society of American Foresters which made hUn a Fellow, and was a memberof the 

Forest History Society . 



Ringland, as Southwestern Regional Forester, was a member of the New 

~fexicnn delegation which accepted Statehood from President Howard Taft 

in Uashington in 1912. I n 1974 he uaa an honored guest that the 50th 

anniversary celebration of the creation of the Gila Wilderness by the 

Forcot Service i n south~stern Arizona, fir st ·n the nation . Aldo 

Leopold, a pioneer wildli f e nanagement expert ~mo was responsible for 

getting the wilderness e tablished, was on Ringland ' ~ early staff at 

Albuquerque , N. Mex. In November 1978, at the age of 96 , Ring) and tes ­

tified and was CDoss- cxamined at 1 ength in t he Saate vs. Federal water 

right case in the State Court a t Roswell, New Mex . , concerning hi s 

experience and decisions as first Regional Forester in the Southwest. 

It Has his wish that hi s a shes be scat tered over the Gila Wilderness. 
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®Give Light And The People Will Find Their Own Way 

Death recalls N.M. birth 
The death this week of Arthur C. 

Ringland, the last surviving mem­
ber of the New Mexico delegation 
that watched President William 
Taft sign the bill creating the state 
of New Mexico, gives us pause to 
think of our state's birth. 

Next Jan. 6, New Mexico will be 
entering her 70th year of exist­
ence. 

Somehow, history is like a river. 
While we stand looking at the part 
we see now, we think it has always 
been so and probably always will 
be. We cannot think of how New 
Mexico was as a territory and how 
it changed on becoming a state 
because few of us remain as wit­
nesses of both stages. 

Ringland, who lived to the ripe 
age of 99 and died at his bome in 

Chevy Chase, Md., was one of the 
few who remained. He was even a 
participant in the changeover. 
Ringland lived in New Mexico 
from 1905 to 1916 as director of the 
newly created Southwestern region 
of the U.S. Forest Service. 

One would wonder if Ringland 
would be pleased with New Mexico 
as it is after six decades as a card­
carrying member of the 50 United 
States of America. 

Just as Ringland and his auo­
ciates in 1912 throught it would be 
better for New Mexico to be a state 
in the Union, we today must look 
around and see if there aren't fur­
ther changes and improvements 
we can all take part in to make 
New Mexico an even better place 
70 years from now. 



Arthur t ... ltangland, lJlJ, Conser·vationist, 
Whose Efforts Led to the f4ounding of t:An•: 

Arthur Cuming Ringland, 99, a 
retired government conservationist 
who also worked with refugee pro­
grams and was a principal founder of 
CARE, died of respiratory failure 
Oct. 12 at Suburban Hospital in Be­
thesda. 

Mr. Ringland joined the U.S. For­
est Service in l900 and helped es­
tablish the national park and nation­
al forest systems. After World War I 
aervice as a captain in the Army in 
France and Belgium, he went to 
work for the American Relief Ad­
ministration under Herbert Hoover. 
He headed the agency's mis.c~ion to 
Czechoslovakia. 

When he returned to the Forest 
Service, Mr. Ringland held a number 
of positions concerning national 

· parks and forests, outdoor recre­
ation, flood control and the Civilian 
Conservation Corps. 

In World War 11, he became ex­
ecutive director of the President's 

War Relief Contml Board, later the 
Advisory Committee on Voluntary 
Foreign Aiel. In 1915, he originated 
the concept of the private voluntary,. 
organization that became CARK A 
principal aspect of that work wa.'l 
persuading the government to pro­
vide ships to transport food pack­
ages that had heen donated for the 
needy in Europe. lie thus hccame 
known as ''the father of CARl<~," and 
was honored for his efforts by the 
United Nations in 1958. 

Mr. Ringland, who lived in Chevy 
Chase, retired from the government 
in 1952. In subsequent years he was 
active in the Food for Peace Pro­
gram, the American Freedom from 
Hunger Foundation and the Citizens 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

ARTHUR CUMING RINGLAND 

est History Society and the Cofllll08 
Club. 

Mr. Ri~gland, who was born in Survivors include his wife, Dor-
Brooklyn, ,N.Y., ear~ed hachelor:s othy, of Chevy Chase, two childnn,' 
and master s degrees I rom Yale U m- Peter and Susan Ringland a1ao of 
versity. He was a member of the So- Chevy Chaae, and five g~andchil-
cietv of American ~~ the F?"· dren. !!2~/ 

~"'""'ahYS:~ ~~~f 



ARTHUR CUMING RINGLAND (1882-1981) 

The late Arthur Ringland devoted his life to the conservation of all resources-­
human and natural. In observing his centenary, Mr. Ringland's family and 
friends, and CARE join together to celebrate and continue the work of this 
outstanding American. 

A graduate of the Yale School of Forestry, Mr. Ringland participated in the 
establishment of the National Forestry System. He also served in the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, as principal conservationist when the Soil Conservation 
Service moved to the Depa~tment of Agriculture, as Chairman of the Agricultural 
Flood Control Coordinating Committee, and as liaison between agencies consider­
ing National Forest and Park boundarie~. As the first forester in the Foreign 
Agricultural Service, Mr. Ringland served in several European countries. 

During World War II, he was Executive Director of the President's War Relief 
Control Board, later the Advisory Committee on Voluntary Foreign Aid. As the 
"Father of CARE," Arthur Ringland was responsible in 1945 for initiating the 
program of voluntary food aid for the needy in post-war Europe. This program 
became CARE. 

Currently in its 37th year, CARE, the international development and relief organ­
ization, operates in 38 countries. CARE programs focus on self-help in the 
development process, so that beneficiaries are actively involved in the improve­
ment of their lives. Emphasis on food and agricultural programs carefully 
negotiatea--witn-fios governments assures that CARE projects mesh with national 
development goals while providing for "survival today" en route to "self-support 
tomorrow." 

In seeking to max~m12e the effectiveness of these development efforts, CARE has 
recognized that the destruction of the environment through deforestation and 
improper use of agricultural and range lands is one of the most serious problems 
facing the world's poor. Land denuded of trees and other vegetative cover loses 
precious topsoil through wind and water erosion, making it unable to sustain any 
plant or animal life. This process hampers all other development efforts, because 
it limits the population's ability to grow food, graze animals, and collect fire­
wood-- all basic to survival in rural areas. 

During the past decade, CARE has successfully imp lemented resource management 
projects in Egypt, Niger, Guatemala, Chad, and Haiti. Under a new three-year 
matching grant provided by the United States Agency for International Development, 
CARE will substantially expand its resource development programs, and ini tia te 
new projects in Cameroon, Mali, and Nepal, among others. The total project 
cost is $5.4 million, half of which must be raised by CARE. 

In light of Arthur Ringland's remarkable humanitarian and environmental 
achievements, CARE is honored to highlight this Renewable Natural Resources 
Matching Grant on the occasion of Mr. Ringland's centenary. We feel confident 
that he would be very pleased t o know that the organization he was i ns trumental 
in founding has undertaken a program consistent with his interest in resource 
conservation and renewal. Contributions to the program may be made in memorium 
to Arthur Ringland, and sent t o CARE, 1016 16th Street, N.W., Washington , D.C. 
20036. Copies of the program prospectus are available upon request. 
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ARTHUR CUMING RINGLAND 

(September 29, 1882 - October 12, 1981) 

F. Harmon 10/29/ 81 
Forest Service HistorySe 

Arthur Cuming Rin8land, lifelong conservationist and humanitarian, who was 

the last of the living Forest Service pioneer leaders, died October 12, 1981 

in Bethesda, Md . He had lived in adjacent Chevy Chase, Md., for many years. 

He is survived by his widow, Dorothy, and their son, Peter, and daughter, 
all 

Susan Ringland, also/of Chevy Chase, and five grandchildren . He was born Sep~ember 

29, 1882 in Brooklyn, N.Y. 

He held a number of student assistant field party positions with the old Di-

vision of Forestry under Chief Gifford Pinchot, starting in 1900 when he was 

17 years old. He was a graduate of high school in Montclair, N.J . , and stud -

ied at the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C., to qualify for admission 

in 1903 to the new graduate Forest School set up by the Pinchot family at 

Yale University, where he received his master of forestry degree in 1905, 

when the Division of Forestry became the Forest Service and took over the reserves. 

Ringland then served for a year a s forest a ssistant on the Lincoln Forest Re -

serve (renamed National Fores t in 1907). He directed Forest Service land and 

boundary sorvey work, 1906-08, in which many new Forests were establi shed, 

much agricultural land was deleted for homesteading , and many Forests were 

consolidated. National Forest additions which he recommended after making 

surveys in Washington State were disapproved after a storm of local protest , 

but 40 year s later all of t he land involved was still in forest. After serv-

ing a s Chief of Land s and Assistant Chief Forester in 1908 he was selected,at 

age 27,Southwest District (Regional) Forester, one of six men assigned to these 
on December 1, 1908. 

new decentralized post s in the West/ In 1916 he was as signed to an inspection 

visit on the Chugach National Forest, Alaska. With the American entry into 

World War II in 1917 he enlisted and be~ame Adjutant of the Tenth Army Engineers 
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(Forestry) in France and served in combat with the Pioneer Engineers, 37th 

Division, in Belgium, as a Captain. In 1919 served with others of the 20th 

Engineers staff examining war damage to French forests for the American Peace 

Commission. Later that year he was assigned by the Army to the American 

Relief Administration under Herbert Hoover, becoming for two years executive 

assistant for the Chief of Mission to Czechoslovakia in charge of mass feeding 

of chlldren in cooperation with the Czechoslovakian Government. From 1922 to 

1923 he served as Chief of Mission to Constantinople, Turkey, for relief and 

evacuation of White Russian refugees from the Communist Revolution, in coop-

eration with the League of Nations. For the next decade, he performed expert 

forestry, soil conservation, flood control, outdoor recreation, and related 

coordination work with various Federal agencies. 

Returning to the United States in 1924, Ringland made a private study for the 

walnut industry in California. In 1925 he became executive secretary of the 

President's first National Conference on Outdoor Recreation. Its report laid 

the groundwork for the second such commission 40 years later. During this 

period he also served as a member of the President's Coordinating Commission 

on National Park and National Forest Boundaries, the Commission on the Con-

servation of Elk of Jackson Hole, Wyoming, and President Hoover's Yellowstone 

Park Boundary Commission. 

ihf fj,gt 
In 1930 he was appointed~forestry expert for the U.S. Department of Agricul-

ture's new Foreign Agricultural Service, and for two years studied alpine 

watershed conservation engineering projects in Italy, France, and Switzerland, 

and forestry administration, laws, and trade relations in Great Bri~ain , 

Holland, Denmark, and Germany. His reports in 1933 and his recommendations 

for combining work relief and conservation helped lead ro the emergency pro-

grams adopted by President Franklin R
0
osevelt, including the Civilian Con­

servation Corps of which he became Southeastern regional liaison officer 
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for the Army in cooperation with the Forest Service, National Park Service, 

Labor Department, and State agencies. 

of the newly established USDA 
Ringland was appointed principal conservationist ~ Soil Conservation Service 

~ 

in 1936, and from 1937 to 1940 served as chairman of USDA ' s Flood Control 

Coordinating Committee (embodying the Forest Service, Soil Conservation 

Service and Bureau of Agricultural Economics) which cooperated with the 

Army Corps of Engineers, the Department of the Interior, and t he States. 

Its work led to legislation which set up major flood prevention projects 

on the nation' s major river systems. 

As the United States entered World War II, Rin~ldnd became a consultant 

to the National Defense Advisory Committee, then served f rom 1942 to 1945 

as assistant executive 4irector of the President's War Relief Control Board, 

and from 1946 to 1952 a s executive director of its successor, the Advisory 

Committee on Voluntary Foreign Aid in the Department of State. It was 

here in 194bthat he conceived and organized the CARE program (Committee 

for American Remittances to Europe) for which he was honored by the United 

Nations in 1958. He retired from the State Department in 1952. 

His activities after retirement included advisor to President Kennedy ' s 

Food for Peace program, trustee for American Freedom From Hunger Foundat ion , 

member of board of directors of Citizens Committee on Natural Resources, 

member of board of directors of National Roadside Protection Committee, 

honorary associate of American Council of Voluntary Agencies for Foreign 

Service. He received the Order of the White Lion from President Masaryk 

of Czechos lovakia in 1921, and the Order of St. Stanislaus from General 

Wrangel for the Russian Government in Exile i n 1922. He was a lifelong 

member of the Cosmos Club of Washington, one of t he first members of the 

Society of American Foresters which made him a Fellow, and was a member of the 

Forest History Society. 
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Ringland, as Southwestern Regional Forester, was a member of the New 

Mexican delegation which accepted Statehood from President Howard Taft 

in Washington in 1912. In 1974 he was an honored guest at the 50th 

anniversary celebration of the creation of the Gila Wilderness by the 

Forest Service in southwestern Arizona , first in the nation. Aldo 

Leopold, a pioneer wildlife management expert who was responsible for 

getting the wilderness established, was on Ringland's early staff at 

Albuquerque, N. Mex. In November 1978, at the age of 96, Ringland tes­

tified and was cross-examined at length in the State vs. Federal water 

rights case in the State Court at Roswell, New Mex., concerning his 

experience and decisions as first Regional Forester in the Southwest . 

It was his wish that his ashes be scattered over the Gila Wilderness. 

########## 
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Issued by the History Section, Administrative Management Staff, Washington, D.C . 
Room. 4214, South Agriculture Building Phone: 202-447-2418 

As the Forest Service pr epares to celebrate its 75th anniversary in 1980, 
Chief R. Ma x Peterson chats with forestry pioneer Arthur C. Ringland, 97, 
first Southwestern District (Regional) Forester (1908-16), on problems then 

' and now. Ringland, who joined the agency in 1900 when it wa s called the Divi­
sion of Forestry, was close to the early Chiefs, and has known all the others. 
He is the last of the original six western District Foresters and has outlived 
four of the six retired Regional Foresters who succeeded him in Albuquerque. 
Ringland' s l ong and varied career as a conservationist and humanitarian 
incl uded heading the fir st outdoor recreation commission, working as a CCC 
advisor, and participating in European food relief after both world wars. He 
was a member of the New Mexican delegation which accepted statehood from 
President Taft in 1912 . He recently testified for the Forest Service in a 
Federal-State water rights case in New Me xico. A number of special events are 
planned for the Forest Serv ice's 75th anniver sa ry ( see page 2) . 
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OUR DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY 1905-1980 

The year 1980 marks the 75th anniversary of 
the Forest Service. The central theme for nationwide celebration of the year will 
be "Plant a Birthday Tree. " The various field units wi 11 take opportunities to pub­
licize the multiple use values of trees in cities, countryside and forests, in meet­
ing the environmental and economic needs of the people. The goal is to have 75 
million more trees planted in the United States in 1980 than were planted in 1979 , 
in cooperation with many private groups. A great variety of promotional materials 
for all media will be distributed to the field by the Washington Office. A new 
motion picture film will be produced and a second release made of the slide-tape 
show, "Evolution of the Forest Service." Units will be encouraged to send in their 
best photos for inclusion in an annual photoreport of activities. A ceremony is 
scheduled with co nservation organization participation in June at the Pinchot home 
at Milford, Pa . A major nationwide effort will be cooperation with the American 
Association of Nurserymen to supply trees for numerous plantings. 

A videotape of Chief Peterson and former 
Chiefs McArdle, Cliff and McGuire, made in January, is being sent to field offices 
to start off the anniversary year. It was the January 2-4, 1905 American Forest 
Congress in Washington, D.C ., sponsored by the American Forestry Association, which 
brought together numerous groups and leaders to urge Congess to transfer the forest 
reserves from the Department of the Interior to the Department of Agriculture. This 
meeting had the desired effect, for an act was passed by both houses of CongFess 
that month and signed by President Theodore Roosevelt February 1 providing for ,the 
trans fer. The famous "Wi 1 son Letter" of Secretary James Wi 1 son to "The Forester, 11 

Gifford Pinchot, outlining the aims and duties of administering the reserves (actu­
ally composed by Pinchot), was sent the same day. It emphasized "productive use" 
and 11 Conservative use," "for the permanent good of the whole people and not for the 
temporary benefit of individual s or companies ," and the rule of management for "the 
greatest _good of the greatest number in the long run." Pinchot sent letters to all 
forest superv i sors the same day. 

The Pacifi c Northwest Region in Portland 
held its third annual "History Day" on December 7, inc luding demonstrations of "How 
things were done" in the early days, and a di splay of old photos. Retirees were 
guests. The Eastern Region held its fifth annual Open House and coffee for retirees 
September 26 in Milwaukee. The Southern Region held a spec ial "family" meeting 
February 7, 1980, commemorating the birth of the Forest Service . A brief slide pro ­
gram was presented. Historical exhibits developed by units of the Regional Office 
and Southeastern Area were on di splay. Retirees assisted in planning and develop1ng 
the exhibits and contr ibuting artifacts and photographs, and were guests. Other 
headquarters and units are planning sim ilar celebrations. 

WHA'l' I S T HE HISTORY S ECTION UP TO? 

Changing of t he Guard .-- Dennis M. 
Roth has been chosen t o lead the Histor y 
Section, replacing David A. Clary who 
resigned September 7 to do free-lance 
writing and research. Denni s holds a PhD 
in Anthropology from the University of 
Oregon and a l so has a background in his­
tory , a r chaeology , s t atistics and tech-

nical editing. He wrote The Friar Estates 
o f t he ~i~1:ppines (University of New Mex­
ico Press, 1977). He joined the staff of 
the History Section in September 1978 . 
(See Hi s tor y Line~ Summer issue, 1978 . ) 
Dennis i s now r esearching the historical 
background of the current so- cal l ed " Sage ­
brush Rebellion" for the Policy Analysis 
2 



Staff, Washington Office. We will present 
some of his findings in our next History 
Line. 

New and Timely .--A comprehensive 
history of range management in the Forest 
Service is being prepared by NRC Inc., 
Reno, Nev., under contract with the Forest 
Service. Among other things, this re­
search will help us to understand the 
sources of the "Sagebrush Rebellion." The 
research and writing is being done by Dr. 
William D; Rowley, professor of history, 
University of Nevada, and two of his as­
sistants, Robert A. Nylen and Kathryn M. 
.Totton. Dr. Rowley is a scholar of Amer­
ican western and agricultural history and 
has been executive secretary of the West­
ern History Association since 1974. For 
the past 10 years he has taught at the 
University of Nevada and Nebraska. Mr. 
Nylen and Ms . Totton each have an MA in 
history from the University of Nevada. Mr. 
Nylen is a researcher at the Nevada State 
Historical Society. Ms. Totton is 
Assistant Director of the University's 
Oral History Office. Technical advice 
and review will be provided by Dr. Paul 
Tueller and Garwin Lorain. Dr. Tueller 
has a PhD degree in range ecology from 
Oregon State University, has taught range 
management for 16 years and has worked on 
rangeland problems in the West. Mr. 
Lorain has a Master's degree from the Uni­
versity of Nevada, established NRC in 1973 
and has been a range management consultant 
since then. He is a former employee of 
the Forest Service and Bureau of Land Man­
agement. He will administer the project. 

Current Projects.--Complete review 
drafts of all three major projects have 
just been received from contractors. The 
chapters on the history of wildfire by Dr. 
Stephen J. Pyne, and the history of tele­
communications electronics in the Forest 
Service by Gary C. Gray (for Denver Re­
search Institute, University of Denver), 
are being reviewed by experts selected by 
the Forest Service in cooperation with 
the authors. (An article by Gray, "For­
est Service Radio: The Beginning," was 
published last May in Mobil Times~ a 
trade magazine.) . .. The study of the 
impacts of Federal land programs on the 
people of southern Appalachia will get 
similar review. It was prepared for Maxi-
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mus, Inc., 1-icLean, Va., by Dr. Nan J. 
Lowerre and Shelley Smith Mastran under 
the research direction of Dr. Ernest C. 
Swiger ... An earlier study, of the white 
pine blister rust control program, by Dr. 
Warren V. Benedic t, is being prepared for 
final editing and publication . . • Extra 
copies of ' the Grey Towers His toric Struc­
ture Report (the Pinchot horne at Milford, 
Pa.) will soon be distributed throughout 
the Forest Service by the Pinchot Insti­
tute to enable all interested employees 
to have ready access to it . Cultural re­
source specialists will find it to be a 
model for future historic structure 
reports. 

Fi rst Woman Ranger 

The first woman district forest ran­
ger in the Forest Service is believed to 
be Wendy Milner of the Blanco Ranger Dis­
trict, White River National Forest, Meek­
er, Colo., Rocky Mountain Region. She 
took up her post last July ... Another 
first belongs to Joanne G. McElfresh, zone 
specialist for Timber Management Planning, 
Deerlodge National Forest, Mont., North­
ern Region. She blazed the trail as the 
first woman supervisory timber management 
specialist in the Forest Service. 

LET'S LOOK AT THE FIELD 

Nor t hern Region.--Quite a bit of his­
tory of the Forest Service in Montana and 
northern Idaho is being compiled and pub­
lished. A history of the Seeley Lake 
Ranger District, Lola National Forest, 
Mont., including the former Bonita RD, 
was completed this fall and submitted to 
the Forest by James Black, Missoula jour­
nalist working as a temporary employee 
under the CETA program. The history in­
cludes many Forest Service photographs . 
He found that conscientious objectors 
participated in the smokejumping program 
in World War 2 . Publication awaits edit­
ing and funding ... On the Idaho Panhan­
dle National Forests (Kaniksu, St. Joe and 
Coeur d'Alene), Norman Hesseldahl, infor­
mation officer , and Cart Sims, newly-hired 
archaeologist, are working to establish a 
CETA position so that historical records 
and photos can be ortanized , retirees 
interviewed, and a history compiled. 

(Conti nued on page 6) 
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CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

and HISTORY : A PARTNERSHIP 

The Forest Service is developing a sub­
stantial program of cultural resource management (often called CRM for short) on 
its large nationwide landholdings. The term cultural resources is very broad, 
comprising all evidences of previous and present human habitation and activity. 

The Forest Service is committee to locate, 
evaluate, protect, interpret, and enhance cultural resources within its jurisdic­
tion to the maximum practical extent. This rapidly growing program applies to 
its lands the large body of cultural resource legislation, regulation, and Presi­
dential executive orders. These laws, rules, and orders require the Federal 
government and its agencies to assume active leadership in preserving our Nation's 
cultural heritage, which includes the artifacts and structures created by a great 
variety of past and prese~t societies. 

The cultural resource staff of the Forest 
Service comprises nearly 100 professional archaeologists and historians. There 
are nine Regional archaeologists: Northern~ Dr. Ernestene Green Robles (formerly 
in the Southern Region); Rocky Mountain~ Dr. J. Steve Sigstad; Southern, Kent 
Schneider (formerly on the Chattahoochee-Oconee Na tional Forests}; Southwestern~ 
Dr. Dee F. Green;Intermountain, Dr. Evan I . deBloois; Pacific Southwest, Donald S. 
Miller; Pacific Northwest~ Dr. Leslie Wildesen; Easter n, Judith E. Propper; and 
Alaska, Dr. Gerald Clark. Floyd W. Sharrock, formerly in the Northern Reg ion, is 
now with the Her1tage Conservation and Recreation Service, Department of the 
Interior, at Anchorage, Alaska. For the past year, Dr. Janet Friedman has pro­
vided direction and leadership to the Forest Service program from the Washington 
Office, as Cultural Resource Management Coordinator. 

CRM specialists .work clo sely with other 
National Forest System program areas to eliminate or minimize adverse effects to 
cu ltural resources which cou ld result from construct ion or ground-disturbing act­
ivity. Beyond compliance with legal requirements, however, the Forest Serv ice is 
working to develop a completely integrated CRM program. Th i s includes inventories 
of all of its lands to identify cultural resources, evaluation of identified 
resources to determine their relative significance, protection of the resource 
from vandalism and deterioration, adaptive reuse of historic bui ldings, and en­
hancement and interpretation of the resource for the enjoyment and education of 
the public. The goal for total inventory nationwide is 1990. 

During the past year, Forest Service 
regulations implementing the National Forest Management Act and USDA Regulations 
for the protection, enhancement, and management of the cultural environment (7 
CFR 3100) have been written to stress the close ties of the CRM program to the 
land management planning process. By integrating cultural resources at the earli­
est stages of planning, it is possible to adequately protect the cultural environ­
ment without unneces sarily delaying or halting other Forest Service program 
activities, such as timber, range, and recreation management . 

The Forest Service recently developed pro ­
cedures for managing the cultural environment in response to t he President's 
Water Resource Memorandum, USDA regulations, and Regulations of the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (36 CFR 800). The draft direction published in 

(Continued an page 5) 
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(Continued from page 11) 
Southeastern Station.--Arthur F. Ver­

ral has submitted his draft of "A History 
of Forest Pathology Research in the South 
and Southeast," done under contract with 
the Station. In 118 double-spaced pages 
it summarizes projectson disease3of pines, 
hardwood, and forest products, and their 
control . The research summarized is main­
ly that of the USDA Bureau of Plant In­
dustry to 1953 and at the Southern and 
Southeastern Stations since then, but 
there is also a review of work done at 12 
universities in the region. Lists of 
major research reports are included. Ver­
ral worked on treatment of decay in trees 
and lumber for 45 years, with the Forest 
Service 1936-1965, and at St~phen F. 
Austin State University, Nacogdoches, 
Tex., 1965-1970. He acknowledges help 
from George H. Hepting, retired, formerly 
of the Southeastern Station and former 
chief FS plant pathologist~ and from 
Phillip C. Wakeley's unpublished manu-­
script, "A 'Biased History of the Southern 
Station." 

Pacific Southwest Station.--In the 
last History Line , we mentioned the PSW' s 
cooperative study with the Forest His tory 
Society, '~evelopment of Mangerial Sys­
tems in the Forest Service." Another per­
son interviewed by Ronald Larson, project 
leader, was Walter Graves , an assistant to 
Gordon Fox, retired Associate Deputy Chief 
for Administration. The society is in the 
proces~ of publ~shing the work. 

More Southern R.egicn N~s.--"Frontier 
Culture, Government Agents , and City Folks : 
A Triangle of Conflict in the Cherokee 
Na tional Forest" analyzes t\vO different 
types of rural communi ties and shows hmv 
the perceptions of their res idents leads 
to varying degrees of conf lict with Fores t 
Service personnel and visi t or s. The 35-
page study was made in 1978 for the Forest 
by Dr . J ames W. Jordon, professor of An­
thropology , Longwood Co l lege, Farmville, 
VA . . . The .Cultural history of the Uwhar­
rie RD , a master's thes i s by David N~ 
gradua te student at Univers ity of North 
Carolina at Charlotte, was completed ear­
lier for the National Forests in North 
Carolina under a special agreement, r e ­
ports Ed Grushinski, FS l and management 
planner at Asheville . 
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CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
the Federal Register on September 18, 
1979 has received extensive public com­
ment and internal review. The comments 
will be analyzed and, where appropri­
ate, incorporated into the final proce­
dures. The procedures will then serve 
as a basis for future Forest Service 
directions. The policy portion will be 
extracted to form the new 2361 section 
of the Forest Service Manual. Proce­
dural direction will be expanded into 
a detailed handbook to provide specific 
guidance to the field. This handbook 
is being created by all cultural re­
source personnel under the direction 
of the Washington Office Recreation 
Staff, and with assistance from Dr. 
Dennis Roth, Head, History Section, 
Administrative Management Staff, and 
Sharon Haywood of Data Management Staff 
both of the Washington Office. 

Cultural resource are 
one of the many kinds of resources be­
ing considered and provided for in the 
multiple resource management programs 
of the Forest Service . Increasingly, 
it is being recognized within the 
agency that nonrenewable cultural 
resources are valuable parts of our 
National Forests and other lands, which 
must be managed, protected, and used 
for the benefit of the general public. 

Many Forests have 
recently produced comprehensive cul­
tural resource overviews in cooperation 
with outside specialists to guide their 
future planning and management. Sev­
eral such overviews are described in 
this issue of History Line. Earlier 
ones were described in past issues, and 
others will be mentioned as received. 

Forest Service cul­
tural resource mana~ement specialists 
ma.v receive regularly free of char9e 
copies of the quarterly magazine, Tech­
nology & Conservation~ by writing to 
the maqa zine, at One Emerson Place, 
Boston: Mass. 02114, giving their 
title and duties. Preservation, re­
storation, and other topics related to 
historic sites and objects are describ­
ed and . il 1 u~ trat.ed .. 
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(Continued from page 3) 
They expect to have someone on the job by 
mid-1980. An overview of the Avery RD has 
just been completed and printed .. . Bob 
Oakley, retiree volunteer, is compiling a 
history of the Philipsburg RD,Deerlodge NF; 
Mont ... A booklet on the Lochsa Histori­
cal Ranger Station, Clearwater NF, has 
been reprinted .•. The completed History 
of Nine-Mile Remount Depot (Lola NF) will 
be published early in 1980 by the Glacier 
Natural History Association. The Depot is 
expected to be accepted for the National 
Register of Historic Places by June 1980. 
(For more details see the Spring Issue of 
History Line.) . .. A book on Bob Johnson 
and his Johnson Flying Service, used by 
the Forest Service for many years in fire 
fighting, air cargo, seeding, dusting, 
reconnaissance, search and rescue, has 
just been published by the Mountain Press, 
Missoula, using many Forest Service photos. 
Johnson, now 84 and living in Missoula, 
piloted the plane that made the first For­
est Service smokejump . Title is Fly the 
Biagest Piece Back, by Steve Smith, local 
journalist. . . Two photo books by Danny 
On, former silviculturist, Flathead NF, 
Mont., have just been published, also by 
Mountain Press . One is Along the Trail . 
The other is on wildlife and wildflowers. 
Danhy was killed a year ago in a skiing 
accident. A tribute to him and some of 
his color photos appeared in the November­
December issue of Colorado- Rocky Mountain 
West magazine ... A well-illustrated book 
of R-1 reminiscences, by Kenneth Swan, For­
est Service photographer for 37 years, en­
titled Splendid Was the Trail, was recently 
received by .the History Section ... Another 
book about experiences in R- 1, by a ranger's 
wife, Never Marry a Ranqer, by Roberta Mc­
Connell, published in 1950 by Prentice-Hall, 
is a good candidate for the current histor­
ical search being conducted by the Forest 
Service Wives Club .. . A photo history of 
the CCC is being planned by a Missoula pub­
lisher ... A Forest Service veteran and a 
new employee have collaborated on an 
article, "The Birth of Montana's Lumber In­
dustry," wh:i,ch appeared in the Winter 1978 
issue of Pacific Northwest Forum, a period­
ical published at Eas~ern \vashington Univer­
sity, Cheney, Washington. It notes the 
severe criticism of earl y lumbering in t he 
Bitterroot Valley made by John B. Leiberg, 

an agent of the U. S. Geological Survey, 
in his field description of new forest 
reserves in 1899, carrying out a mandate 
from Congress. The authors are Clarence 
C. Strong and Judy Schutza. Strong is 
retired R-1 Operations Chief and State 
and Private Forestry Chief, and is a for­
mer supervisor of Coeur d'Alene NF. He 
was also coauthor of the book, White Pine : 
King of Many Waters . Judy wrote "History · 
of Forest Policy in Montana'' as her 
master's thesis at the University of Mon­
tana in 1979, and has worked for the For­
est Service in California, Idaho, and 
Montana, most recently in timber stand 
improvement work on the Kootenai NF. 

Rocky Mountain Region. --Cultural 
resource overviews are now under contract 
for three Forests (two administrative 
units): Anapaho-Roosevelt and Bighorn. 
The prehistoric contract for the Arapaho­
Roosevelt went to Colorado State Univer­
sity, and the historic contract to Down­
ing-Leach Co., Boulder. The historic 
contract for the Bighorn went to Eastern 
New Mexico University, Portales ... The 
Pike-San Isabel NF administrative unit is 
compiling historical material on tech­
niques and actions taken in watershed 
management over the years , reports Super­
visor R. N. Ridings. The first watershed 
management plan ever made for a Forest \vas 
made for the Pike in 1945 by Everard S. 
Keithley, the Supervisor, with the assist­
ance of Clifford C. Spencer, and of 
Russell B. McKennan and others in the 
Regional Office . A copy was recently sent 
to the History Section by Ed Johnson, 
former l y of the WO Watershed Management 
Staff and now with the Bureau of Mines, 
Department of the Interior. Johnson says 
the plan was used as a model for many 
Forests . It was done as a result of a 
heavy flood. It was modified and enlarged 
by McKennan, who succeeded Keithley as 
supervisor. Res toration work soon follow­
ed on the Pike, and, in the 1950s, on the 
neighboring San Isabel ... A history of 
the Pike NF was compiled by Raymond G. 
Colwell, senior clerk, in 1946, and a his­
tory of the Monument Nursery on the Pike 
was gathered in 1944 by Har ry Galbraith. 
A copy of the 1922 R-2 report, "The Mini­
mum Requirements in Protection and Silvi­
culture," 118 pages with 67 photo prints , 



\ 
I 

was received recently by the History Sec­
tion via Dr. Laird of R-1 ... Ronald Fahl, 
Forest History Society, sent in his copy 
of Len Shoemaker's book about William R. 
Kreutzer, Saga of a Forest Ranger (Univer­
sity of Colorado Press, Boulder, 1958). 
Keithley and Kreutzer were two of the very 
few men who started work on the forest re­
serves under the old General Land Office 
and remained to pursue distinguished ca­
reers with the Forest Service for many 
years after the transfer. 

Soutliwestern Region,--A "Living 
A.rchaeology" concept for reconstituting an 
ancient Hopi Indian pueblo village and 
trading center at Chavez Fass, largest and 
most significant prehistoric site on the 
Coconino NF, Arizona, is being considered 
by the Forest Service in cooperation with 
other public agencies. The ~ite, located 
southeast of Flagstaff, contained three 
large pueblos in the 13th and 14th cen­
turies and was occupied over a period of 
450 years. If rebuilt, it could serve as 
a major demonstration, -recreation, and 
interpretive site in the Region. . . Two 
major cultural resource overviews have 
recently been completed for the Region, in 
cooperation with the Bureau of Land Man­
agement, Department of the Interior. One, 
by Dr. Linda Cordell, is for the Middle 
Rio Grande Valley in north central New 
Mexico, including parts of the Santa Fe, 
Carson, and Cibola NFs, and the other, by 
Mary Jane Berman, is for Socorro and Cat­
ron counties in west central New Mexico, 
including parts of the Gila, Cibola, and 
Apache NFs ... In August the Region 
issued "The Santa Fe National Forest Area, 
An Historical Perspective for Management," 
by David Gillio, assistant regional ar­
cheologist. Completed last year was "An 
Analytical Approach to the Little Colorado 
Planning Unit," part of the Apache-Sit­
greaves NF administrative unit . Fred Ploeg 
was editor of this joint effort of 
Arizona State University and the Forest 
Service, which had been preceded by an 
"Archaeological Survey of the Little Col­
orado Planning Unit, East Section" in 
1977 .•. The Region is now evaluating 
fo·r future management the site of Camp 
Rucker, an old Army post of the Apache 
wars, on the Douglas RD, Coronado NF, 
Arizona, near the Mexican border. It 
was operated as a ranch after being aban-
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doned by the Army. Incidentally, R-3 
hired the first archaeologist in the For­
est Service in 1969. 

Intermountain Region.--A history of 
the Boise NF, Ida., has just been publish­
ed by the Idaho Historical Society. It 
was compiled and written by Mrs. Elizabeth 
Smith, who began the project in 1974 under 
an agreement with the Forest. She also 
has written a history of the Salmon NF, 
which was issued by the Forest in 1972. 
She and her husband, Don I. Smith, are na­
tives of the Salmon area, and have lived 
in Boise for the past decade. . • A Cul­
tural Resource Overview of the Middle Fork 
of the Salmon River has just been complet­
ed and is now under review. It was a 
joint project of R-4 under a Memorandum 
of Agreement with the Idaho State Historic 
Preservation Office, the University of 
Idaho (Moscow), and Washington State Uni­
versity (Pullman). The two universities 
supervised the work and prepared the re­
port. Publications were searched for all 
known historic and prehistoric sites, 
and a 12-week field survey was conducted. 
.• Other more limited overviews have been 
conducted, and target dates (beginning in 
1981) have been established for overviews 
of each of the Forests in the Region. 
A history of the Wasatch NF is being 
written under a cooperative agreement 
with Utah State University, Logan. Charles 
Peterson of the Department of History and 
Geography is supervising the work and will 
do the rewriting, introduction, and sum­
mary. (He did a history of the Manti-La­
Sal NF several years ago.) Two graduate 
students, Linda Speth and Betsy Finch, 
majoring in history and natural resources 
respectively, are gathering the material. 
They visited the Regional and Forest 
offices in November ... On the Payette 
NF, Hank Shanks of the Recreation and 
Lands Staff is conducting interviews and 
collecting data on historic sites. Art 
Shellon of the VIS Staff, Sawtooth NF, 
is documenting historic sites. Both are 
in Idaho ... Jay M. Hammond, University 
of Utah, has written the doctoral thesis, 
"A History of the Manti National Forest, 
Utah: A Case Study of Conservation . " 

Paeij'ic Southwestern Region (Califor­
nia).-- Although no Forest has completed a 
cultura l resour ces overview, a ll f orests 
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are doing site surveys, both in-Service 
and by contract. The Tahoe NF has a his­
toric and prehistoric overview in process 
under Dick Markley, Forest archaeologist 
for the past year and a half; it contains 
much Gold Rush site material. George 
Taylor, recreation planner and a veteran 
on the Forest, has been collecting his­
toric data informally for some time. 
Theeta McMillan is conducting oral inter­
views with older rangers and staff people 
and is compiling historical material, 
under the Older American program of the 
Human Resources Staff. In a list of 
participants in the last issue of History 
Line, the name of Earl Bachman was omitt­
ed. A review of data on traces of old 
railroad logging systems was held by 
personnel of the national forests in the 
Central Sierras December 19 at .Nevada 
City, Calif., to work out criteria for 
preservation. Mike Boynton, archaeolog­
ist for the Mendocino NF, recently sub­
mitted a nomination for a historic 
bridge to the National Register of 
Historic Places ... The 126-page typed 
reminiscences of Robert H. Abbey, 
"Early Day Experiences in the U.S . For­
est Service . " covering the period 1905-
35 on the Lassen NF, describes ranger 
tests, uniforms, and general work 
routine of those times ... Victor R. 
~. retiree of Sacramento, Calif., 
has sent in 61 photos he took in the 
1920s and 1930s,all on the Plumas NF, 
except for a few on the Kaniksu NF, and 
has provided detailed descriptions. 

Pacif ic No~thwes t Region.--Cultural 
Resource Overviews have been completed 
for all Forests in the Region. During 
the past year, overviews were done for 
the Deschutes, Fremont, Ochoco, Siskiyou, 
Umpqua, and Winema NFs in Oregon, and for 
the Mt . Baker-Snoqualmie, and the remain­
der of the Okanogan in Washington. A 
preliminary "Inventory of Depression-Era 
Structures" has been compiled by Gail 
Throop, a historian at Portland State 
University, in an internship for her mas­
ter's thesis, and it is now under review. 
Some 700 structures, many CCC-built, are 
described ... Considerable material for 
a history of the Wenatchee NF has been 
gathered by Mrs . Bernice G. Greene, who 
comes from a pioneer family in the area 
and has been working as a Volunteer i n 
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the Forest Service on the project for the 
past five years . She has tape recorded 
interviews with more than 100 persons 
including past supervisors and rangers, 
of whom 26 have since died, which empha­
sizes the need to record historical 
material while participants are still on 
the scene. Her part of the job is now 
completed, and the Forest is cataloguing 
and organizing the material in prepara­
tion for securing the services of a 
writer ... On the Mt. Hood NF, a new day 
lodge for skiers is being built to re­
lieve wear on the historic Timberline 
Lodge (completed in 1937 as a public work 
project) ... An article, "The Silverton 
Nursery: An Early Experiment in Pacific 
Northwestern Reforestation,'~ by David 
Cameron, a seasonal Forest Service 
employee and teacher of Everett,Wash . , 
appeared in the July issue of Journal of 
Fo~est Histo~y . Silverton was the first 
public tree nursery in the Pacific North­
west, serving from 1909 to 1916 to refor­
est burns on the local ranger district of 
the Snoqualmie Nf, It was replaced by the 
Wind River, Wash ., nursery which was open­
ed in 1910 by the Region, under the 
direction of the iate Thornton Munger. 
Cameron has written a manuscript history 
of ·the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie NFs, and a 
tour guide to the Monte Cristo RD. 

Southe~ Region.--Considerable activ­
ity is und~rway under sponsorship of the 
cultural resource program, the Regional 
and Forest information offices, and in­
dependent investigations and studies. 
The cultural resource program began in 
1973 with the first regional archaeolog­
ist. The first Forest archaeologist (for 
Chattahoochee-Oc0nee Nfs) was h~red in 
1976 (Kent Schneider). Soon after, Mike 
Barber came to the Jefferson NF in Vir­
ginia, and Jack Keller to the Kisatchie 
NF in Louisiana, and three cultural 
resource zones were established . Docu­
mentation and surveys of sites are well 
along in these Forests, and are underway 
on the Marion-Sumter NFs in South Caro­
lina. The CR programs in these Forests 
are being reviewed by a Regional task 
force, which will produce a mode l action 
pl?n for all Forests in the Region inte­
grating CR management into Forest manage­
ment. By the end of September 1980, six 
more of the administered Forests will 

(Continued on page 10) 
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SECRETARY TO 7 CHIEFS DIES 

The next to last direct after being hired in 
living link with the June 1899 . Price re-
old Division of Forest- mained in that position 
ry under Gifford Pin- with Mrs. Crocker as 
chot•s leadership was his secretary until he 
broken on October 7 wit~ and Pinchot were fired 
the death on her 103rd in January 1910 by Pre-
birthday of Mrs . Edna sident Taft during the 
(Frost) Crocker, who Alas ka coal land leas-
joined his staff on ing dispute with Inter-
December 12, 1898, five ior Secretary Ballinger. 
months after Pinchot By September 1910 Mrs. 
himself was hired, be- Crocker had become sec-
coming the second ste- retary to Henry Graves , 
nographer . She typed who had left his post as 
for Pinchot and hi s Dean of the Forest 
assistants, Henry S. School (set up by Pin-
Graves and Ed Griffith, chot at Yale University 
who had been· hired in in 1900) to become 
October, and George B. second Chief of the For-
Sudworth, one of the est Service on Pinchot•s 
few holdovers from indirect recommendation 
Bernhard Fernow •s re- several days after Pin-
gime . Then she be- chot left. From then on 
came the personal her position as Chief•s 
secretary to Overton W. secretary was unchal-
Price, who was named lenged : Chiefs came and 
Associate Forester soon went but she remained 
the secretary. Graves resigned in April 1920 to be succeeded by William B. Greelea, 
with whom she is pictured in the adjacent photograph taken in 1924.Greeley resigne 
in April 1928 to be succeeded by Robert Y. Stuart, who was himself succeeded in 1933 
by Ferdinand A. Silcox, who se successor wa s Earle H. Clapp in 1939. The last Chief 
she served wa s Lyle F. Watts, who replaced Clapp in 1943. Mrs. Crocker retired 
December 30, 1~44 after 46 years of service as secretary in the Chief•s office, a 
record not likely to be approached aga in. Information Di gest for November 11, 1944 
said her retirement marked 11 the end of the first forestry epoch." She wa s then 68. 
At 91, she entered the Powhatan Nursing Home in Fall s Church, Va. She remained men­
tally alert until her death, although her sig ht and heari ng virtuall y disappeared 
by the age of 100 . Her lOOth birthday in the fall of 1976 co inci ded with the lOOth 
anniversary of the hiring of the fir st fore stry agent in the Department of Agricul­
ture, Franklin B. Hough. 

Forest History Society .--"Remaking of 
Forest Service Statutory Authority i n the 
Seventies" is the title of a new FHS projec t 
receiving financial support from the Forest 
Service and the Laird, Norton Foundation. 
The resear ch and wri t ing will cove r develop­
ment and implementation of recent Federal 
fores try legislation. It will be done by 
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Dennis C. LeMaster, economist and 
associate professor, Depar tment of 
For estr y and Range Management, Wash­
ing t on State Universit y , Pullman. 
He was a staff consul t ant to the 
House s ubcommittee on Fores try , a nd 
director of ~esource policy for Soci­
e t y of Amer i can For esters. The His-

(Continued on back cover ) 
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have CR ~pecialists, . and the rema~n~ng 
tive will get help from the zone special­
ists. Some 400 CR reports have been pro­
duced covering 300,000 acres surveyed. 
Some Forests have completed overviews sum­
marizing the cultural resources in certain 
geographic areas; others have conducted 
extensive testing of archaeological sites 
to colle.c t as much data as possible before 
planned construction projects could dis­
turb them. A few intensive surveys have 
been made on exceptionally valuable sites, 
such as Plum Grove (Jackson farm), Chero­
kee NF, Tenn., and Scull Shoals in north­
ern Georgia. Dr. Theda perdue of Western 
Carolina University, Cullowhee, N.C., 
directed excavatio~ at the first site last 
summer. It has ties with modern Cherokee 
Indians , as well as to much earlier aborig­
inal groups. Scull Shoals also contains 
evidence of both historic and prehistoric 
settlement; it was one of the first con­
tact communities between Indians and 
whites. It was on the frontier of west­
ward European movement soon after settle­
ment around 1780 , but poor farming pract­
ices led to its extinc tion. The prehis­
toric area cons i sts of three large mounds 
and an extensive village. The potentia l 
for a vi sitor interpretation program at 
the site will be evaluated. Excavations 
have been made by Geor gia State Univer­
sity and further work is anticipa t ed, •• 
The socio-economic over view of the Pisgah_ 
and Nantahala NFs in North Carolina, 
covering 19th and 20th century l and uses 
and living patterns and changes , inc luding 
establishment of the national fores t s , 
has just been comple ted , a nd review·ed by 
the Regional office. I t was written by 
Drs. Evelyn Underwood, Rona ld Eller, and 
Peggy Bol and, of Mars Hill Co l lege , Mar s 
Hill, N.C. 

Eastern Region .--The Green Mounta in 
NF, Vt., hired a graduate student in his­
tory, John Douglas, who is in the public 
tory program, University of California at 
Santa Barbara, t o organize material pre­
paratory t o a his tory of the Forest which 
will mark its 50th anniversar y in 1982. 
Historica l ma t erial had previously been 
ga ther ed by Alan Taylor. retired empl oyee. 
The Forest cultural resource report was 
issued a year ago .. . As in R- 6 , cultura l 
r esources overviews have been prepared for 

all Forests. Several were summarized in 
previous issues of History Line~ and more 
outlined below, from copies provided by 
the Region. Also completed a re those for 
the Shawnee in southern Illinois, by 
Fischer, Stein Associates, Carbondale 
(1978); Hiawatha, upper Michigan (second 
phase completed by Michigan State Univer­
sity Museum 1979); White Mountain, N.H., 
by Steven Pendery and Stuart Wallace, 
University of New Hampshire, 1979; and 
Chippewa, Minn., by Nancy Woolworth, White 
~ear Lake , and Cathy Roetzel, Mankato (now 
under review). Site inventories are pro­
gressing in the .. Region, often with the 
assistance of enrollees in the Youth Con­
servation Corps. 

The National Regis ter has accepted 
designation of 18 sites for its list of 
historic places. These include the Round 
Island Lighthouse, Hiawatha NF; Millstone 
Bluff, a fort, and Saline Springs, both 
prehistoric sites on the Shawnee NF, and 
and Turtle Effigy Mound, an Indian 
religious site, Chippewa NF . It is plan­
ned to have one-fifth of the area of each 
Fores t in the Region inventoried by 1985. 
The Region has been divided into five 
a rchaeological zones, l ed by J ane t Brash­
Ier, Toby Hastie, Billie Hoornbeek , Dick 
Malouf, and Gordon Peters. Already 46 FS 
personnel have been certified as "par a­
professionals" qualified to conduct "pre,.. 
work" surveys of sites . .. Overviews 
r ecently r eceived by the History Section 
fol l ow : 
1. Monongahela National Forest~ W.Va. 
Prepared by R. P. Stephen Dav i s, Jr., 
research archaeol ogist , West Vir gin ia- Geo­
logical and Economic Survey , Morgantown. 
Records and quer i es disclosed 79 prehis­
t oric si.t es , half of them campsites most­
l y on non-Federal land, and 650 historic 
sites~ mostly on Federal land. A pr e­
liminar y evaluation of these s ites was 
made. He proposed that FS personnel be 
trained to r ecognize cultura l resource's. 
Most evidence of human activity relates to 
the 1880-1920 lumbering period--comprising 
over 70 circular or handsaw mills, over 
100 probabl e logging camps , and many seg­
ments of logging railroads . There are al­
so traces of l og cabins, forts, Civil Wa r 
camps and battlefields, early sash saw and 
gr ist mi lls (one stand i ng), salt springs, 
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saltpeter and coal mines; and several 
houses, schools, and churches, some of 
which still stand. Two houses are on the 
National Register and two are considered 
eligible. Also, 21 CCC camps were locat­
ed; several are in use as Forest Service 
recreation facilities. One early fire 
tower is listed . 
2. Allegheny National Forest~ northern 
Pennsylvania. Prepared by Northwest In­
stitute of Research, Erie, Pa.: Dr.Renata 
Wolynec 1 project director, Bernard Werner, 
and Charles and Joy Kolb. Of the 56 pre­
viously known archaeological sites, 34, 
almost two-tht~ds, are now under the water 
of the Kinzua Dam on the Allegheny River; 
many still exposed are rockshelters. The 
study yielded 120 prehistoric sites ?nd 
377 historic sites, several of the latter 
of National Register caliber. Most sites 
of greatest historic interest were found 
to be on private inholdings. Major 
threats to cultural resources are oil, 
gas, and mineral recovery, illegal pot 
hunting (vandalism), and timbering. They 
recommended acquisition of subsurface 
rights af abandoned wells so that unsight­
ly and stream-polluting oil rigs can be 
removed and seeping wells plugged. They 
advise hiring ·an attorney and a law-en­
forcement officer, and establishing one 
or two more accessible information 
centers. 
3 . Huron and Manistee National Forests~ 
Lower Michigan. Prepared by Museum of 
Michigan State University, East Lansing, 
William A. Lavis ·, principal investigator. 
Known historic sites outnumber prehis­
toric sites bi three to one, but the site 
data were t oo incomplete to make an evalua­
tion. Few surveys were found; three 
zones were identified by density on maps. 
CCC camps are not included in the his­
toric list. Interim guidelines are of­
fered for known sites . The report recom­
men~s that (1) a historian-archivist be 
retained for site studies; (the Forests 
share an archeologist). 

Alaska Region.--Among a number of 
archaeological sites discovered and 
explored recently by Regional archaeolo­
gists on the Tongass NF ar e those at a 
logging camp on Coffman Cove, Prince of 
Wales Island, and Hidden Falls, Baranof 
Island, 20 miles from Sitka . The latter 
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appears to be a major one, the oldest 
·level more than 10,000 years old, one of 
the oldest yet found in southeastern 
Alaska, and the first on coastal island s. 
It was uncovered during bulldozing for an 
access road to a new State salmon hatch­
ery. There is evidence that prehistoric 
man left the site because of glaciation, 
returned about 5,000 years ago, then left 
agqin. The work is being directed by 
Stanley Davis, Chatham Area archaeologist. 
.• Prof. Lawrence Rakestraw, author of a 
history of the Forest Service in Alaska 
now in process of publication, wrote an 
article for the July 1979 issue of Journal 
of Forest History entitled, "Forest His­
tory in Alaska: Four Approaches to Two 
Forest Ecosystems." The approaches he 
used were economic colonialism, regional 
planning, biography, and comparative 
frontiers. 
. North Central Station. --Paul 0. 

Rudolph, retired principal silviculturist, 
reports that his present draft of a his­
tory of the Lake States Forest Experiment 
Station, which he revised after receiving 
comments from a number of reviewers, is 
being retyped in the NCS office in St . 
Paul. • . .. Thirty Years of Soil and 
Water Research . . . in Wisconsin's 
Driftless Area: A History and Annotated 
Bibliography," by Richard Sartz, ·was 
issued as Technical Report NC-44, 1978. 

Rooky Mountain Station.--R. R.Alexan­
der has compiled a bibliography entitled 
"The Fraser Experimental Forest , Colorado, 
Research Published, 1940-1977." (General 
Technical Report, RM 40A, 9 pp ., 1978) 

Southern Station.--A l arge-scale 
ten-year study of the effects of forest 
management practices on the forest 
environment of national forest and Weyer­
haeuser lands in the Ouachita Mountains 
of central Arkansas has been started 
jointly by the Forest Service, the Weyer­
haeuser Company, and the University of 
Arkansas at Monticello. Clearcutting and 
selec tive cutting will be compared on 
nine watersheds for effects on soil 
nutrient content and physical properties, 
tree regeneration and growth, water qual­
ity and quantity, wildlife forage. All 
tests will be replicated. Edwin Lawson 
is the project leader. 

(Contined Dn page 5) 



tory Society says it is intended as the 
first part of its longterm study of the 
history of sustained-yield forestry in 
the United States .. . A new FHS slide­
tape film, "We Cannot Escape History," 
was shown at a special meeting for indus­
try leaders in October in Washington, D. 
C . .. A copy of the most definitive bio­
graphy of the Forest Service's first 
Chief, Gifford Pinchot : Forester-Politi­
cian, by M. Nelson McGeary, has been 
donated to the History Section by Elwood 
Maunder, retired executive director of 
the Society. 

"Purposes of the National Forests--A 
Historical Re-Interprepation of Policy 
Development," by Drs. Norman Wengert and 
A. A. Dyer, and Henry A. Deutsc~, Colora­
do State University, Ft. Collins, is a 
major study commissioned by the Forest 
Service, with crucial implications for 
the current fight by western states over 
Federal water rights and Federal land own­
ership in the West. It examines the 
debates and consenses behind Congression­
al acts for creation and administration 
of forest reserves, and criticizes the 
recent narrow Supreme Court decision in 
the Rio Mimbres, New Mexico, water rights 
case . 

FOREST SERVICE, USDA 
P.O . Box 2417 
Washington, D.C. 20013 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 
Penalty for Private Use: $300 

Questions for Retirees :--Does anyone know 
if there is a Forest Service Norfolk jack­
et uniform in existence? It was the 
official uniform f rom 1921 to 1935. We 
would also like to locate one of the first 
bronze heather uniforms of the 1935-40 
period ... We have located a hat and cor­
duroy jacket of the second uniform (1909-
21). It belonged to Louis A. Barrett, 
first Supervisor, Plumas National Forest,, 
Calif. The hat and jacket are in the 
county museum in Quincy , Calif. 

TO RECEIVE FUTURE ISSUES 

Federal regulations require that 
recipients of publications be queri­
ed once each year. If you wish to 
continue to receive this newsletter, 
please mark an X in the box and clip 
out and return this coupon within 30 
days. If we do not receive a marked 
coupon from you, your name will be 
removed from our mailing list. If 
the address used for this issue is 
incorrect, please give your present 
correct address, including zip code. 
I wi s h to continue to r eceive His­
tory Line news l ett er z:?. (Name) 
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STATEHOOD ON FRIDAY--The President Will Issue His 

Proclamation To-morrow Forenoon--Election Certificate 
' 
Given--New Mexico Delegation Calls at the White House 

With Returns. 

Special to the New M·exican. 

Washington, D. C. , Jan. 4--The President at 12:35 
met the New Mexico delegation, composed of Delegate 
W. H. Andrews , Governor George Curry, H. B. Fergusson, 
A. B. McGaffey, F. H. Pierce, A. C. Ringland, Ira 

· M. Bond , Charles Curry, T. A. Riordan, Flagstaff . 

President Taft requested Secretary of State to have 
a proclamation prepared by 10 o'clock tomorrow when 
he promised to sign, and make New Mexico a state . 
President Taft said he would be pleased to have the 

. entire delegation present at the ceremony. Curry and 
Fergusson expect to be seated tomorrow. 

The President said he would attend to the appointment 
of U. S. judge as soon as he could reach the matter . 

Washing t on , D. C. , Jan . 4.--The formal certificate 
and returns of New Mexico 's first election as a 
prospective sta~e were placed in the hands of President 
Taft today . A delegation from the new state took the 
papers to t he White House. President Taft was much 
interested for it was the first time he has had a 
chance to add another star to the American flag. 

President Taft later sent the papers to Secretary of 
S.tate Knox who will draw the formal ··proclamation of · 
admission. The President expects to sign the _pro~lamation 
~~ ~~ ~.~. tomorrow. -

• 

/ 
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STATEHOOD PROCLAMATION SIGNED, INAUGURATION J ANUARY 15 

President Taft Affixes His Signature to Document That 

Relieves New Mexico of Territorial Shackles--Enthusiastic 

Delegation at the White House.---Washington , D.C., 

Jan. 6.--New Mexico, the forty-seventh State to enter 

the Union, ceased to be a Territory at 1 : 35 p.m . to-day, . 

when President Taft signed the Proclamation of Statehood.---

Proclamation for Historical Society 

Washington , D. c .; Jan. 6--Four members of the President's 
Cabinet , the two Congressmen-elect from New Mexico, 
George Curry and H. B. Fergusson, a dozen prominent 
citizens from the new state, s everal White House _ 
employees and three photographers witnessed the 
ceremony which took place in the President's private 
office . The proclamation was signed in duplicate, one 
to be preserved in the records of the government, the 
other to go to the New Mexico Historic al Society. 

Glad to Give Life to State. 

Special to the New Mexican 

Washington, D.C., Jan . 6--President Taft today signed 
the statehood proclamation at 1 : 35 p.m. The New Mexicans 
present were Congressman George Curry, Congressman H. 
B. Fergusson, W. H. Andrews, District Fore ster A. C . 
. Ringland , Mr. and Mrs. A. B. McGaffey, Charles .Curry 
;;~nd John W. Roberts. Four members _of the cabinet were 
·present . A photograph was taken. Preside nt Taft said, 
"Well, it is all over , I am glad to "give you life." Then · 
be smiled and added: "I hope you will be healtpy." Governor 
Curry thanked him on behalf of the peop.le of New Mexico . 
Andrews on behalf of the Republican · party, and ~ 

Fergusson on behalf of the opposition. The New Mex icans 
here are jubilant. Yesterday when Curry found out 
about the delay he went to the White House to plead 
with Pre sident Taft for immediate admission. Curry 
and Fergusson will b e sworn in on Monday as Co ngressmen. 
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Another Account 

Special to the New Mexican 

Washington, D. C., Jan. 6--President Taft at 1:35 
signed proclamation admitting New Mexico to state­
hood of states. He also signed a certified copy which 
with valuable gold pen , pearl handled, furn~shed by 
Delegate W. H . Andrews, was given to him. Delegate 
Andrews will file the certified copy and gold pen 
with the New Mexico Historical Society. Representative­
elect Curry and Fergusson thanked the President. 
Ira M. Bond, in behalf of part of the press of 
New Mexico, thanked the President for signing the 
proclamation. The President said he highly appreciated 
the thanks of the press of New Mexico. Postmaster 
General Hitchcock, Secretary Fisher, other officials 
and persons were present. Andrews will file picture 
taken with all the state institutions and in each 
county court house. 

~ . -· .· . .. .. - .. - ~ 
... - . . 

• • .1> -.... - • 
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The sixty men gathered around Governor Curry's banquet 
board on Saturday evening were certainly much impressed 
with Speaker Miera's earnest defense of New Mexico 
legislators and their work and it was apparent that he 
made a very favorable impression upon the guest of the 
evening, Hon. Gifford Pinchot, who, realizing that the 
speaker is a native born citizen who had climbed to 
the top through his own efforts, must have known that 
those who malign the native people either fail to speak 
the truth or lack judgment. Mr. Miera spoke in Englisn 
and eloquently, too, and he voiced the aspirations 
and the ideals of his people, who are, as good Americans, 
as true and patriotic, as there are any under the Stars 
and Stripes 

The address of Hon. Gifford Pinchot to the joint session 
of the legislature a~sembly on Saturday afternoo~ . 
brought forcibly home to the legislators the wide scope 
and the greatness of the conservation movement and should 
induce them to act upon the suggestion- and recommendation 
of Governor Curry for a conservation commission that as 
a preliminary for constructive work would take an inventory 
of the resources of New Mexico. How can this commonwealth 
expect capital to take up the work of developing the 
latent resources of the region if it has no clear idea 
itself of the extent and nature of these resources! 

::.;,-;-· :- ~~:--
-- --.-s:.-- -- · -----· -- .. "" <...r ~ -- _ . .. . - .... :: --~ ~ 
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Humorous Incidents -- for History Line 

(From Service &ul l et i n, internal Forest Service news l etter) 

1. {March 30, 193t . Vol. 15, No. 13, p. 7,8). By J oe Santucci, meosenger. 

(He speaks of the transfer of many office people to the new districts . ) 
". • • J arrifed in Albblquer4ue about three t>~eeke before the bunch ar­
rived ••• I statted operation to have the office in r ead i ness when they 
arrived. We occupi ed t he Luna STri ckler Building on Gold Avenue and First 
Streets. I shall never 1 forget the day of their arrival. After seeing 
A lbuqueroue they t>1i shed they had rema ine4 in Waah ington. I don't know 
how the other Districts shared in thi s respect, but Albuquerque in 1908 
was enough t o make anyone s t art back East. But let me t ell you we had a 
fine personnel , such men as A.C. Ringland, Clapp, Recknagel, Woolsey , 
J ohn Kerr, A.S. Peck, Marsh, Kircher, A.2 0 . Waha, and Marri s, and t he 
Chief of Maintenance, Mr. Bunton, say, he was a prince of a fellow . During 
dull times at t he office we pl ayed pool t ogether. 

I want to tell ayou a little story that occurred. The clerks were • constantly comi ng in late mornings and Mr. Ringland our Dis t r ic r, 
told 1-ir. Bunton t o ut down the names of tho s e wh came i late but we 
had two ent rances to the office from different str~ets and Mr Bunt on told 
the c l erks i f they wer to c~~t st~~t instead of Gold --­
Avenue , so h e wouldn't see them. Well to my knowledge the same bunch was 
late but Mr . Bunt ~~t have a da n down ~C~Rt one, and that was 
~. RingJim4, our District FoliSter. }~. ~land th~ci~•d ~hat the 

8-l._Stem wa <~ bum and told Bunt.o~e i t. " 



Telephone conversation betweena Frank Harmon, History Section, Forest Service, 
and ArthurC.Ringland, oldest living FS retiree in the Washington, D.c. area. 
Monday, May 22, 1978. Concerning early FS uniforms and insignia. 

Mr. Ringland said he doesn't remember a regulation Forest Service uniform or 
button while he was an assistant on the Lincoln National Forest (then a Forest 
Reserve) in New MExico (1905), or as a forest supervisor there, or as District 
(now called Regional) Forester df the Southwestern Region in Albuquerque (Dec.l, 
1908). 

He said that the distinguishing insignia of a Forest Service man in the field 
in those days was the tag of a bag of Bull Durham tobacco hanging on a string 
out of his right pocket, and the Forest Service shield badge on his left pocket 
of the coat or shirt of his preferencd, and that he always wore a vest which 
was very handy because it had so many pockets, and was also the customary wear 
of cowboys and other westerners. Mr. Ringland said that theEe was a poem going 
around when he was out there to the tune of "Out where the West begins," sub­
stituting "Vest"for "West". As with cowboys, the old original jeans was the 
most popular trousers worn by Forest Service field men then. 

Ringland says he does remember serving on a Forest Service uniform committee in 
Washington, D.C., when he served as a liaison officer for tie Arffi¥, and State and 
Federal !onservation agencies on the Civilian Conservation Corps program, 1933-34,. 
Ferdinand Silcox was then Chief of the Forest Service. He recalled that Silcox said 
that the Forest Service ihad to get away from wearing old clothes, and issued a 
major memo on the subject. (Major uniform changes were made effective in 1935). 
Ringland recalls correspondence with a uniform company and a fashion magazine like 
Vogue in New York City on the question of the green color cloth to be used. The 
Forest Service wanted to be sire it would be distinctively different from the 
WesternKHnion uniform. It was suggested that a thread of gold or yellow resembling 
the color of Ponderosa pine be included in the fabric. (A bron;ze heather green 
color fabric was finally decided on.) 

Ringland recalls that there was opposition to any uniform both in early days and 
later, with many men having their own strong preferences to wear what they wanted. 

Concerning the badge, Rin8lindx recalls that Blll Hodge, who worked for the Forest 
Service mostly in California, helped desi Jgn it. 

Ringland also mlentioned that the Foresb Service once had its own flag, around 
1910 to 1920 or later . It was inspiredf~nd was much like that of the u.s. Geolog­
ical Survey, and was flown at ranger stations. He recalls seeing it when he was 
in Alaska for the FS in 1916. He saw one later itn the home of John Guthrie in 
Virginia after Guthrie retired from the FS. In Alaska it was used on FS boats. 
Although a green background was desired by the FS, manufacturers said it was not 
practical since it was a "fugitive" color, that is, would fade and wash out easily 
(with the dyes available at that time). The flag, he said, had a blue background 
with 13 white stars in a circle. In the center was a pine tree, also white. 

Ringland said that when he was a guest of Regional Forester Hurst in New Mexico in 
1972 he recalled that the girls (women) looked very smart in their uniforms. 
However, he said that when he testified for the Forest Service on water rights in 
Roswell, N.M., last December, in the 6th N.M. State Distrift Court, he noticed that 
the Forest Service men testifying from the Lincoln National Forestl technicians such 
as wildlife and hydrology specialists, were not wearing the FS unitorm. 



Arthur Ringland, District (Regional) Forester, Distriet (Region) Three, 

Southwest Region, Forest Service, l 5922 1908-1916. 

Tstified for feeeral goernment (Forest Service) in state court case in 
New Mexico, late in 1977, on conflict ~!ft~l~ft&er :rpropriation rights . 
State upheld rights of individuals.'? ~ 1 said* this would 
make m~nagement of grazing on the national forests impossible. 
Roswell, N.M. On stand two hours. Flew out with Stewart Shelton of OGC 
and Noel Larson, FS hydrologist. Rio Benito and Rio • Rudoso, Lincoln 
National Forest, N.HI 



(Frank Harmon, History Section. 12/21/78) 

Telephone conversation with Stuart Shelton, Office of General Counsel, who assembled 
the Forest Service's case in the Rio M~bres wa,•r rights case against the 
State of New Mexico, 1977-78, adversely decided by the New Mexico Supremme 
Court and upheld by the u.s. Supreme Court later this year. 

at 4722 Dorset Ave., Chevy Chase, Md., 
Shelton disclosed that the old wood frame homefo£ Arthur Ringland, first 

District (Regional) Forester for District (Region) 3 in Albuquerque, N.M., 

was~ire the week of December 10-14, 1978. 
D rothy, 

Ringland, his wife ana daughter Susan, are at present living in his son's 

(Peter Riungland's) home to the rear of Arthur Ringland's home, on Essex Ave., 

Chevy Chase, Md. The phone in this house is (301) 657-3291. (Ringland's 

old phone was 652·4498). Peter's address: 4727 Essex Ave., Chevy Chase, Md. 2001 

Telephone conversation with Arthur Ringland and his daughter, Susan, 12/21/78: 

The back half of their home was burned and badly damaged by fir e, water , mud, 

and smoke. Their pets were lost. Much material was piled in boxes, over 100, which 
they are now going through. They have found some old FS photos which we may not 

have prints of, and they may give us some. He will continue to go through the boxes, 

and will call us when he has sometling for us. They will rent a house in the neighbor~ 
hood (Somerset) for a few months while their home is rebuilt, for which they have 
long had plans. They are looking now for an experienced renovator of old houses. 

Ringland saJs that Fred Winn, deceased early supervisor at Tucson, Ariz., was 

one of the f4w FS men in the Southwest of his time to ~e interested in FS history, 

and did some writing on it. The museum at Tucson may have some of his writings. 



(Frank Harmon, History Section, Forest Service) (Dec. 21, 1978) 

1. Telephone conversation with Arthur Ringland, June 6, 1978: 

He is preparing a short autobiognaphy sketch for the University of Cali-
fornia. He will send us a copy. cr~ ¥ -z1,;q-;9, 

2. Meeting with Arthur Ringland in horne of his son Peter, 4727 Essex Ave., Chevy Chase , 
Md., Oct. 31, 1978: 

He plans to write an article on the Rio Mimbres water rights case (N.M.), 
using the dissent of Supreme Court Justice Powell in support. (Since this 
date I have sent him a copy of Dr. Wengert's critique, which he was delighted 
to see. He has spoken with Stuart Shelton, USDA-OGC attorney on the case, 
the week of Dec. 10-15.) 

~ 3. Tentative ~ identifications: 
#5727-A -- Man standing at right may be Edw. A. Sherman; man kneeling in 
~ front may be Cecil; man standing second from right may be F.~. 

4F66355 -
Silcox. 
Man in center may be Alpheus o. Waha, who became asst. District 
Forester under Ringland in Alququerque, ~.H., in Dec, 1908. 

4. Ringland and Waha were student assistants together at $25 a moneh in Washington, 
D.C., and also were tentrnates on their first field assignment in Texas for the 
Kirby Lumber Co., under a Bureau of Forestry cooperative arrangement, about 1901. 
Waha was one or two classes below (after) IRingland at Yale School of Forestry. 
He was called ''Wu" as a nickname. Waha was Chief of Operation for District 3 
at A lbu~uerque under Ringla~. s+La~~ he was supervisor of the Mt .~,!pod Natl. 
Forest, Oregon. Ringland ~a~o~'~ne Lincoln Natl. Forest, N .M.~~Hntil 1906 
when he went to Washington, D.C., returaang to Albuquerque in Dec. 1908 as DF. 
Ringland calls Waha his "dearest friend". Waha was the first director of the 
Ranger School at Flggstaff, Ariz. It was a field school, held for one month, 
for the two principal forest officers from each Forest. 
The school "died~' after McCabe, USDA general counsel, said there was no 
appropriation for it in the regulations. Henry Graves was Chief then. 
The school lasted for two groups, two months. 

Goward Waha, ~ther of A.O. Waha, was an engineer for the Forest Service, and 
s still living., at Chagrin Falls, Ohio. -5. Earl Loveridge served as a £anger on the old Pecos Natl. Forest, N.M. He had 

his ashes scattered over his old ranger district $£ter his death. (His obit­
uary says Santa Fe N.F.) 

6. There is a~hoto of John D, Guthrie on horseback~ Ringland will try to get 
... us a copy. Guthrie-was in the Southwest many years, also in PNW,later in D.C. 

~ 7. Photo No. 146~ --Ringland said the first three men, left to right, were: 
Don P. Johnson, A.O . Waha, and Aldo Leopold, He was right on the first two. 
The last two he did not know, except that the tall man was not W.H.B. Kent, 
(Identities are on mounted photo in A-V file, Rosslyn). 

8. Ri ngland had several comments regarding the lOth and 20th Engineers (Forestry) 
in World War I, in which he participated: 



(Frank Harmon, History Section, Foreat Service) (Dec. 21, 1978) 

1. Telephone conversation wttb Arthur Ringland, June 6, 1978: 

He is preparing a short autobiography sketch for the University of Cali-
fornia. He will send us a copy. i ""1 , 'f , 

2. Meeting with Arthur Ringland in home of his son Peter, 4727 Essex Ave., Chevy Chase, 
Md., Oct. 31, 1978: 

He plans to write an article on the Rio Mimbres water rights case (N.M.), 
using the dissent of Supreme Court Juatice Powell in support. (Since this 
date I have sent htmr~eopy of Dr. Wengert's critique, which be was delighted 
to see. Be has spoken with Stuart Shelton, USDA-OGC attorney on the-case, 
the week of Dec. 10-15.) 

3. Tentative photo identifications: 
#5727-A- -- Man standing at right may be Edw. A. Sherman; man kneeling in 

front may be Cecil; man standing second from right may be F. I. 
Silcox. 

#66355 -- Man in center may be Alpbeus o. Waba, who became asst. District 
Forester under Ringland in Al~erque, ~.B., in Dec. 1908. 

4. Rineland and Waha were student assistants together at $25 a mon•h in Washington, 
D.C., and also were tentmates on their first field assignment in Texas for the 
Kirby Lumber Co., under a Bureau of Foreatry cooperative arrangement, about 1901. 
Waha was one or two classes below (after) «Ringland at Yale School of Forestry. 
Be was called ''Wu" as a nickn•e. Waha was Chief of Operation for District 3 
at AlbU4uerque under Ringland. Later he was supervisor of the Mt.Hood Natl. 
Forest, Oregon. Ringland was on the Lincoln Natl. Forest, N.M., unt i l 1906 
when be went to Washington, D.C., ret~ng to Albuquerque in Dec. 1908 as DF. 
Ringland calls Waha his "dearest friend". Waba was the firat director of the 
Ranger School at Flesstaff, Ariz. It was a field school, held for one month, 
for the two principal forest officers from each Forest. 
The school "diedf after McCabe, USDA llllitlt general counsel, said there was no 
appropriation for it in the regulations. Henry Graves was Chief then. 
The school lasted for two groups, two months. 

( Howard Waha, brother of A.O.. -Waha, was an engineer for the Forest Service, and 
l_is still_liYins-, at chagrin Palla, Ohio. 

S. Earl Loveridge served as a fanger on the old Pecos Natl. Forest, N.M. He bad 
his ashes scattered over his old ranger district sfter his death. (His obit­
uary says Santa Fe N.F.) 

6. There is a _photo __Q!__.!_~~ D. ---Guthrie.._Dn--herftbaeko- Ringland wi11 try to get 
1lllz us a copy. Guthrie was in the Southwest many years, also in PNW,later in D.C. 

7. Photo No. 14691-A -- Ringland said the ·first three men, left to right, were: 
Don P. Jolmson, A.O. Waha, and Aldo Leopold. He was right on the first two. 
The last two he did not know, except that the tall man was not W.H.B. Kent. 
(Identities are on mounted photo in A-V file, Rosslyn). 

8. Ringland had several coaments regarding the lOth and 20th Engineers (FDrestry) 
in World War I, in which he participated: 
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(Frank Harmon, interviewing Arthur Ringland at his son's horne, Chevy Chase, Md ., 
Oct. 31, 1978, conte.) 

8. (Contd.) He said there is an error in the story about the lOth Engineers; Bill 
Greeley was not in charge of the lOth Engineers Regiment; a West Point man wws. 
The 20th Engineers were created later. 
Greeley was in charge of cooperation with French foresters~o get wood out 
to the troops~ (#34,838-A) 
Ringland remembered the photo/showing him at a drafting board mounted on three 

l egs, amidst wooden barrackx under construction on American Univ. brushland, 
Washington, D.C., in 1917, vWK shortly after U.S. entered World War 2. I gave 
our last old print from the A-V file. He recalled that a he and Eli Eldridge 
(leader of Company E) laid out the camp then for the lOth Engineers. It was 
all in underbrush then, he said. 

He said Eldredge worked on timber surveys in the South in the 1920s, axaafter 
serving as Supervisor of the Choctawhatchie National Forest in northwestern 
Florida. 

Ringland recalled a Bert Williams, supervisor of a national forest in Montana, 
who transferred from the lOth Engineers to the combat engineers with Art Ring­
land. Williams, he said, went into a gas regiment and was killed in the regi­
ment's fir s t action. 
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(Frank Harmon, intcrtirewing Ar~~= Ringland at hi s son' s home, ct,evy Chase, Md., 
Oct. 3f, 1978, cont4.) 

--8. (Contd.) He said there> i s an error in the story about the lOth Engineers; Bill 
Greeley waa not in charge of the lOt~ !dgineers Reg~ent; a West Point man w.s. 
The 20th Engineers were created later. 
Greeley was in charge of cooperation wit h French foresters~o get wood out 
to the troops~ (#34,838-A) 
Ringland remembered the photo/showing him at a drafting board mounted on three 

l egs, amidst wooden barracka under construction on American Univ. brushland, 
Washington, D.C., in 1917, .a. shortly ·after u.s. entered World War 2. I gave 
our last old print from the A•V file. He recalled that~ be and Eli Eldridge 
(leader of Company E) laid out the camp then for the lOth Engineers. It was 
all in underbrush then, he said. 

He said Eldredge worked on timber surveys in the South in the 1920s, ..._fter 
serving as Supervisor of the Choctawhatcbie National Forest in northwestern 
Florida. 

Ringland recalled a Bert Williama, supervisor of a national forest in Montana, 
Who transferred fram the lOth Engineers to the combat engineers wi th Art Ring• 
land. Williams, he said, went into a gas regiment and was killed in the regi• 
ment's first action. 
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Founded 1875 

Frank Harmon 
History Section 
Forest Service, USDA 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

Dear Frank: 

1319 Eighteenth Street NW Washington DC 20036 telephone {202) 467-5810 

November 9, 1981 

Many thanks for the material on Arthur Ringland. We will carry--in the December 
issue, I hope--a brief obit written by Henry Clepper. 

Sincerely, 

~oney 
Editor 

Publishers of AMERICAN FORESTS 



CONSERVATIONIST, HUMANITARIAN 
Arthur C. Ringland, who died Oct. 12 
at the age of 99, is shown in file 
photos taken during his long and 
varied career. The photo at right 
was taken when Ringland, second from 
left, worked with a planning crew in 
West Virginia in 1903. Ringland on 
horseback was taken in 1910 in Albu­
querque while he was Regional For­
ester. Bottom left shows Ringland 
during his last visit to R-3 in 1978 
with Regional Forester Jean Hassell 
and retired Regional Forester 
William D. Hurst. (Story on page 2) 

--- -

ADMINISTRATIVE BULLETIN 

October 1981 
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ARTHUR RINGLAND IS DEAD 

Arthur C. Ringland, 99, first Re­
gional Forester for the Southwestern 
Region, one of the founders of the 
National Park and National Forest 
systems, founder of the CARE food 
program for war ravaged Europe in 
1945, died Oct. 12 in Chevy Chase, 
Md. 

Ringland joined what was then the 
Division of Forestry, in 1900 when 
he was 18. He graduated from the 
Yale Forestry School in 1905 and in 
1908 was named district (regional) 
for~ster for the Southwestern Region 
which extended at that time from 
Arizona to Florida. ~e was district 
forester until 1916. While district 
forester, Ringland served on the New 
Mexico delegation that watched Pre­
sident William Taft sign the bill 
that made New Mexico a state Jan. 6, 
1912. 

Ringland served in the Army in World 
War I. When he returned to the For­
est Service, he held several posi­
tions concerning outdoor recreation, 
flood control and the Civilian Con­
servation Corps . 

In World War II he became executive 
director of the President's War Re­
lief Control Board, later the Advi­
sory Committee on Voluntary Foreign 
Aid. 

He retired from government service 
in 1952. In following years he was 
active in the Food for Peace Program, 
the American Freedom from Hunger 
Foundation and the Citizens Commit­
tee on Natural Resources . 

Ringland visited this region several 
times in recent years. The last time 
was in 1978 when he was called to 
testify in a court case involving a 
water rights dispute. 

WILD HORSE AND BURRO FEE 
INCREASE DELAYED 

Implementation of the fee increase 
for adopting wild horses and burros 
from National Forest System land has 
been delayed until January 2 , 1982, 
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R . Max Peterson, Chief of the Forest 
Service, U. S. Department of Agricul­
ture, announced. 

The fee increase is being delayed in 
order to give the Forest Service and 
the Department of the Interior's 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM), 
which principally administers the 
Adopt-A-Horse Program, more time to 
consider alternatives in financing ; 
the program and to evaluate the ef­
fects of a fee increase on wild 
horse and burro populations, Peter­
son said . 

SERVICE Sandia District Ranger 
Jerry Greer, left, presents length 
of service awards to Neel Harsh, 10 
gears; Bob Crew, 25 gears, and Mar­
tha Stribling, 10 gears . 

TENTH BIENNIAL PRONGHORN ANTELOPE 
WORKSHOP 

The state of North Dakota is pleased 
to announce the Tenth Pronghorn Ante­
lope Workshop to be held at the Ra­
mada Inn in Dickinson, North Dakota, 
April 5 - 7, 1982. A business meet­
ing for voting members is scheduled 
as the last order of workshop busi­
ness on Wednesday, April 7. 

Preliminary plans for the workshop 
include a status review of pronghorn 
populations over the past two years 
and technical sessions featuring 
presentation of recently completed 
research findings concerning prong­
horn biology and/or ecology. 



Historical Feature 
From History Section, Forest Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 2417 
Washington, D.C. 20013 

RINGLAND, OLDEST FOREST SERVICE POINEER LEADER, IS 97 

Arthur Ringland, last of the pioneer higher echelon Forest Service leaders 

still living, celebrated his 97th birthday on September 29, active and 

alert as usual. 

He is proud to be probably the only man alive who kne\'/ well all of the 

early Chiefs, and he worked closely with most--Gifford Pinchot, Henry 

Graves, William Greeley, Robert Stuart, F. A. Silcox, and Earle Clapp. 

He has become well acquainted with the later ones, Lyle Watts (deceased), 

Richard McArdle, Edward Cliff, and John McGuire, and just recently had 

a chat with the new Chief, R. Max Peterson. 

_11S'~j.. stan t 

Ringland entered the agency in 1900 as a student/when he was 18 and 

when it was still called the Division of Forestry. He graduated from 

Yale Forest School in 1905. In December 1908, he was one of six bright 

young men picked to direct the newly-created si x western regions (then 

called districts). He was sent to Albuquerque, N.M., to head the South­

western District. His assistant was Earle Clapp, later head of Research 

and Chief of the Forest Service. 

Several of the other first distri:t foresters went on to high posts. 

Greeley, assigned to the Northern O·istrict at Missoul a, Mont., became 

the third Chief in 1920 and later became manager of the West Coast 
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Lumberman's Association. E. T. Allen, assigned to the North Pacific 

District at Portland, Oregon, soon left to direct the Western 

Forestry and Conservation Association. Allen had been chief inspector 

for the Forest Service in California in 1905-06 and at the same time, 

California's first State Forester. Clyde Leavitt, sent to the Inter­

mountain District at Ogden, Utah, later became Assistant Dean of Forestry 

at Syracuse University. He was the only one to approach Ringland in 

age, reaching 94 before his death in 1S72 . . 

Ringland directed and is one of only two or three surviving men who 

participated in the agency's early widespread land and boundary survey 

work of 1906-08 in which many new Forests were established, much 

agricultural land deleted, and many Forests consolidated. He is also 

one of the very few still living who served with the forestry engineers 

in France during World War I. 

Ringland did considerable humanitarian work after both World Wars, as 

well as expert forestry, soil conservation, flood control, outdoor 

recreation, and other work for various federal agencies over the years, 

here and abroad. He retains a keen interest in all these fields today, 

recently testifying for the Forest Service in a water rights court case 

in New Mexico. He has been a luncheon guest at numerous annual meetings 

of the Regional Foresters and Station Directors in Washington. He has 

lived in Chevy Chase, Md., just outside Washington, D.C., for many years, 

and takes a daily walk to keep fit. 





Forest Service, USDA 
Historical Feature , Arthu r Ringland 
Caption for photo 
(Jou rnal of Forestry) 

Forest Service pioneer Arthur Ringland, 97, of Chevy Chase , Maryland, 

chats with the new Chief , R. Max Peterson. Ring l and joi ned the agency 

i n 1900 , became Southwes tern District (Regional) Forester in 1908 , 

and i s probably the on ly man living who knew intimately all the early 

Chief s from Gifford Pinchot to Earle Clapp , and became well acquainted 

with all the others , from Lyle Wat t s t o Peterson. He is the last of 

the original si x Di strict Foresters and has outl ived four of t he si x 

reti red Regional Forester s who succeeded him i n Albuquerque . Ringl and 

has had a long conservation career with several · federa l agencies and 

retains an active interest i n their ac tivities, recently testifying in 

a Federa l -State water ri ghts case in New Mexico .' (Forest Service photo) 



Forest Servi ce , USDA 
Hi storical Feature, Arthur Ringland 
Caption for photo 
(Ameri ca n Forests ) 

The l ast of Gifford Pinchot's first t eam of District Foresters , 

Arthur Ringland, meets with today's Chief of the Forest Service, 

R. Max Peterson, to discuss how the problems of 70 years ago 

compa ,~e to those of th present. Ringland worked y.ri th a.,ll the 
\... .. . .. 

~ vc.A.H ~ 
early Chiefs , having begun as a s u en ass1stant in 900. He 

~ 
headed the Sou thwestern District (Region) from 1901l to 1916 . His 

long career embodied many aspects of conservation in a number of 

federal agencies including the State Department and the Civilian 

Conservation Corps, and foreign relief work after beth world wars. 

Just two years ago he returned to the scenes of his earliest -· 

Forest Servi ce days in the Southwest as a witness in a water rights 

case . Ringl and marked his 97th birthday in September. He lives 

in Chevy Chase , Maryland. (Forest Service photo) 
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As the Forest Service pr epares to celebrate its 75th anniversary in 1980, 
Chief R. Max Peterson chats with forestry pioneer Arthur C. Ringland, 97 , 
first Southwestern District (Regiona l) Forester (1908-16 ) , on problems then 

~ and now. Ringland, who joined the agency in 1900 when it was called the Divi ­
sion of Forestry, was close to the early Chiefs, and has known all the others . 
He is the last of the original s i x western District Foresters and has outlived 
four of the si x retired Regional Foresters who succeeded him in Albuquerque. 
Ringland's long and varied career as a conservationist and huma nitarian 
included heading the first outdoor recreation commission , working as a CCC 
advisor, and participating in European food relief after both world wars. He 
was a member of the New Mexican delegation which accepted statehood fr om 
President Taft in 1912. He recently testified for the Forest Service in a 
Federal-State water rights case in New Mexico . A number of special events are 
planned for the Forest Service's 75th anniversary (see page 2) . 



OUR DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY 1905-1980 

The year 1980 marks the 75th anniversary of 
the Forest Service. The central theme for nationwide celebration of the year will 
be "Plant a Birthday Tree." The various field units will take opportunities to pub­
licize the multiple use values of trees in cities, countryside and forests, in meet­
ing the environmental and economic needs of the people . The goal is to have 75 
million more trees planted in the United States in 1980 than were planted in 1979, 
in cooperation with many private groups. A great variety of promotional materials 
for all media will be distributed to the field by the Washington Office . A new 
motion picture film will be produced and a second release made of the slide-tape 
show, "Evolution of the Forest Service." Units will be encouraged to send in their 
best photos for inclusion in an annual photoreport of activities . A ceremony is 
scheduled with conservation organization participation in June at the Pinchot home 
at Milford, Pa. A major nationwide effort will be cooperation with the American 
Association of Nurserymen to supply trees for numerous plantings. · 

A videotape of Chief Peterson and former 
Chiefs McArdle, Cliff and McGuire, made in January, is being sent to field offices 
to start off the anniversary year. It was the January 2-4, 1905 American Forest 
Congress in Washington , D.C ., sponsored by the American Forestry Association, which 
brought together numerous groups and leaders to urge Congess to transfer the forest 
reserves from the Department of the Interior to the Department of Agriculture. This 
meeting had the desired effect, for an act was passed by both houses of CongPess 
that month and signed by President Theodore Roosevelt February 1 providing for .the 
trans fer. The famous "Wi 1 son Letter" of Secretary James Wi 1 son to "The Forester, 11 

Gifford Pinchot, outlining the aims and duties of administering the reserves (act~­
ally composed by Pinchot), was sent the same day. It emphasized 11 productive use" 
and 11 COnservative use, 11 11 for the permanent good of the whole people and not for the 
temporary benefit of individuals or companies, .. and the rule of management for 11 the 
greatest _good of the greatest number in the long run. 11 Pinchot sent letters to all 
forest supervisors the same day . 

The Pacific Northwest Region in Portland 
held its third annual 11 History Day" on December 7, including demonstrations of 11 How 
things were done 11 in the early days , and a display of old photos . Retirees were 
guests. The Eastern Region held its fifth annual Open House and coffee for retirees 
September 26 in Milwau kee. The Southern Region held a special 11 family 11 meeting 
February 7, 1980, commemorating the birth of the Forest Service. A brief slide pro­
gram was presented. Historical exhibits developed by units of the Regional Office 
and Southeastern Area were on display . Retirees assi s ted in planning and developing 
the exhibits and contributing artifacts and photographs, and were guests. Other 
headquarters and units are planning simi lar celebrations . 

WHA'l' I S THE HI ST ORY S ECTI ON UP TO? 

Changing of t he Guard .-- Dennis M. 
Roth has been chosen t o l ead t he His t ory 
Section, replacing Dav id A. Clary who 
resigned September 7 to do free-lance 
writing and research. Dennis holds a PhD 
in Anthropology from the Universi t y of 
Oregon and also has a background in his­
tory, a rchaeology , statistics and t ech-

nical editing . He wro te The Friar Estates 
of the Philippines (University of New Mex­
ico Pr ess, 1~77 ). He joined the staff of 
t he Hi story Sec tion i n Sep t ember 1978. 
(See History Line3 Summer issue, 1978.) 
Denni s i s now researching t he historical 
background of the curr ent so-ca lled "Sage­
brush Rebell ion" for t he Policy Anal ysis 
2 
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Staff, Washington Office. We will present 
some of his findings in our next History 
Line . 

New and Time l y .--A comprehensive 
history of range management in the Forest 
Service is being prepared by NRC Inc., 
Reno, Nev., under contract with the Forest 
Service . Among other things, this re­
search will help us to understand the 
sources of the "Sagebrush Rebellion." The 
research and writing is being done by Dr. 
William D; Rowley, professor of history, 
University of Nevada, and two of his as­
sistants, Robert A. Nylen and Kathryn M. 
.Totton. Dr. Rowley is a scholar of Amer­
ican western and agricultural history and 
has been executive secretary of the West­
ern History Association since 1974. For 
the past 10 years he has ta~ght at the 
Universi~y of Nevada and Nebraska. Mr. 
Nylen and Ms. Totton each have an MA in 
history from the University of Nevada. Mr. 
Nylen is a researcher at the Nevada State 
Historical Society. Ms. Totton is 
Assistant Director of the University's 
Oral History Office. Technical advice 
and review will be provided by Dr. Paul 
Tueller and Garwin Lorain. Dr. Tueller 
has a PhD degree in range ecology from 
Oregon State University, has taught range 
management for 16 years and has worked on 
rangeland problems in the West. Mr. 
Lorain has a Master's degree from the Uni­
versity of Nevada, established NRC in 1973 
and has been a range management consultant 
since then. He is a former employee of 
the Forest Service and Bureau of Land Man­
agement. He will administer the project. 

CUrrent Projects. --Complete review 
drafts of all three major projects have 
just been received from contractors. The 
chapters on the history of wildfire by Dr . 
Stephen J. Pyne, and the history of tele­
communications electronics in the Forest 
Service by Gary C. Gray (for Denver Re­
search Institute, University of Denver), 
are being reviewed by experts selected by 
the Forest Service in cooperation with 
the authors. (An article by Gray, "For­
est Service Radio: The Beginning," was 
published last May in Mobi l Times~ a 
trade magazine.) . . . The study of the 
impacts of Federal land programs on the 
people of southern Appalachia will get 
similar review. It was prepared for Maxi-
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mus, Inc., McLean, Va., by Dr. Nan J. 
Lowerre and Shelley Smith Mastran under 
the research direction of Dr . Ernest C. 
Swiger • .. An earlier study , of the white 
pine blister rust control program, by Dr. 
Warren V. Benedict, is being prepared for 
final editing and publication ... Extra 
copies of · the Grey Tower s Hi s toric St ruc­
tur e Report ( the Pinchot home at Milford, 
Pa.) will soon be distributed throughout 
the Forest Service by the Pinchot Insti­
tute to enable all interested employees 
to have ready access to it. Cultural re­
source specialists will find it to be a 
model for future historic structure 
reports. 

First Woman Ranger 

The first woman district forest ran­
ger in the Forest Service is believed to 
be Wendy Milner of the Blanco Ranger Dis­
trict, White River National Forest, Meek­
er, Colo., Rocky Mountain Region. She 
took up her post last July .•. Another 
first belongs to Joanne G. McElfresh, zone 
specialist for Timber Management Planning, 
Deerlodge National Forest, Mont., North­
ern Region. She blazed the trail as the 
first woman supervisory timber management 
specialist in the Forest Service . 

LET 'S LOOK AT THE FI ELD 

Nor thern Regi on.--Quite a bit of his­
tory of the Forest Serv ice in Montana and 
northern Idaho is being compiled and pub­
lished . A history of the Seeley Lake 
Ranger District, Lolo National Forest, 
Mont., inc luding the former Bonita RD, 
was completed this fall and submitted to 
the Forest by James Black, Missoula jour­
nalist working as a temporary employee 
under the CETA program. The history in­
cludes many Forest Service photographs. 
He found that conscientious objectors 
participated in the smokejumping program 
in World War 2. Publication awaits edit­
ing and funding ••. On the Idaho Panhan~ 
dle National Forests (Kaniksu, St. Joe and 
Coeur d'Alene), Norman Hesseldahl, infor­
mation offi cer , and Cort Sims , newly-hired 
archaeologist, are working to establish a 
CETA position so that historical records 
and photos can be or~anized, retirees 
interviewed, and a history compiled. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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CUlTURAl RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

and HISTORY : A PARTNERSHIP 

The Forest Service is developing a sub­
stantial program of cultural resource management (often called CRM for short) on 
its larqe nationwide landholdings . The term cultural resources is very broad, 
comprising all evidences of previous and present human habitation and activity. 

The Forest Service is committee to locate, 
evaluate, protect, interpret, and enhance cultural resources within its jurisdic­
tion to the maximum practical extent. This rapidly growing program applies to 
its lands the large body of cultural resource legislation, regulation, and Presi­
dential executive orders. These laws, rules, and orders require the Federal 
government and its aqencies to assume active leadership in preserving our Nation's 
cultural heritage, which includes the artifacts and structures created by a great 
variety of past and prese~t societies. 

The cultural resource staff of the Forest 
Service comprises nearly 100 professional archaeologists and historians. There 
are nine Regional archaeologists: Northern~ Dr. Ernestene Green Robles (formerly 
in the Southern Region); Rocky Mountain~ Dr. J. Steve Sigstad; Sou.uhern~ Kent 
Schneider (formerly on the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests); Southwestern~ 
Dr. Dee F. Green;Intermountain~ Dr. Evan I. deBloois; Pacific Southwes t~ Donald S. 
Miller; Pacific Northwest~ Dr. Leslie Wildesen; Eastern~ Judith E. Propper; and 
A laska~ Dr. Gerald Clark. Floyd W. Sharrock, formerly in the Northern Region, is 
now with the Her1tage Conservation and Recreation Service, Department of the 
Interior, at Anchorage, Alaska. For the past year, Dr. Janet Friedman has pro­
vided direction and leadership to the Forest Service program from the Washington 
Office, as Cultural Resource Management Coordinator. 

CRM specialists work closely with other 
National Forest System program areas to eliminate or minimize adverse effects to 
cultural resources which could result from construction or ground-disturbing act­
ivity. Beyond compliance with legal requirements, however, the Forest Service is 
working to develop a completely integrated CRM program. This includes inventories 
of all of its lands to identify cultural resources, evaluation of identified 
resources to determine their relative significance, protection of the resource 
from vandalism and deterioration, adaptive reuse of historic buildings, and en­
hancement and interpretation of the resource for the enjoyment and education of 
the public. The goal for total inventory nationwide is 1990. 

During the past year, Forest Service 
regulations implementing the National Forest Management Act and USDA Regulations 
for ·the protection, enhancement, and management of the cultural environment (7 
CFR 3100) have been written to stress the close ties of the CRM program to the 
land management planning process. By integrating cultural resources at the earli­
est stages of planning, it is possible to adequately protect the cultural environ­
ment without unnecessarily delaying or halting other Forest Service program 
activities, such as timber, range, and recreation management. 

The Forest Service recently developed pro­
cedures for managing the cultural environment in response to the President's 
Water Resource Memorandum, USDA regulations, and Regulations of the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (36 CFR 800). The draft direction published in 

( Cont itzued em page 5) 
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(Continued from page 11 ) 
Southeastern .Station.--Arthur F . Ver­

ral has submitted his draft of "A History 
of Forest Pathology Research in the South 
and Southeast," done under contract with 
the Station. In 118 double-spaced pages 
it sununarizes project$ on diseases of pines, 
hardwood, and forest products, and their 
control . The research summarized is main­
ly that of the USDA Bureau of Plant In­
dustry to 1953 and at the Southern and 
Southeastern Stations since then, but 
there is also a review of work done at 12 
universities in the region. Lists of 
major research reports are included. Ver­
ral worked on treatment of decay in trees 
and lumber for 45 years, with the Forest 
Service 1936-1965, and at Stephen F. 
Austin State University, Nacogdoches, 
Tex., 1965-1970. He acknowledges help 
from George H. Hepting, retired, formerly 
of the Southeastern Station and former 
chief FS plant pathologist, and from 
Phillip C. Wakeley's unpublished manu­
script, "A 'Biased History of the Southern 
Station." 

Paai[ia Southwest Station.--In the 
last History Line, we mentioned the PSW's 
cooperative study with the Forest History 
Society, "Development of Mangerial Sys-: 
terns in the Forest Service." Another per­
son interviewed by Ronald Larson, project 
leader, was Walter Graves, an assistant to 
Gordon Fox, retired Associate Deputy Chief 
for Administration. The society is in the 
proces~ of publishing .the work. 

More Southern. Region N~s.--"Frontier 
Culture, Government Agents, and City Folks : 
A Triangle of Conflict in the Cherokee 
National Forest" analyzes two different 
types of rural communi ties and shows hotv 
the perceptions of their residents leads 
to varying degrees of conflict with Forest 
Service personnel and visitors. The 35-
page study was made in 1978 for the Forest 
by Dr. James W. Jordon, professor of An­
thropology, Longwood College, Farmville, 
VA. . . The .Cultural his tory of the Uwhar­
rie RD, a master's thesis by David N~ 
graduate student .at University of North 
Carolina at Charlotte, was completed ear­
lier for the National Forests in North 
Carolina under a special agreement, re­
ports Ed Grushinski, FS land management 
planner at Asheville. 
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CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
the Federal Register on September 18, 
1979 has received extensive public com­
ment and internal review. The comments 
will be analyzed and, where appropri­
ate, incorporated into the final proce­
dures. The procedures will then serve 
as a basis for future Forest Service 
directions. The policy portion will be 
extracted to form the new 2361 section 
of the Forest Service Manual. Proce­
dural direction will be expanded into 
a detailed handbook to provide specific 
guidance to the field. This handbook 
is being created by all cultural re­
source personnel under the direction 
of the Washington Office Recreation 
Staff, and with assistance from Dr. 
Dennis Roth, Head, History Section, 
Administrative Management Staff, and 
Sharon Haywood of Data Management Staff 
both of the Washington Office. 

Cultural resource are 
one of the many kinds of resources be­
ing considered and provided for in the 
multiple resource management programs 
of the Forest Service. Increasingly, 
it is being recognized within the 
agency that nonrenewable cultural 
resources are valuable parts of our 
National Forests and other lands, which 
must be managed, protected, and used 
for the benefit of the general public. 

Many Forests have 
recently produced comprehensive cul­
tural resource overviews in cooperation 
with outside specialists to guide their 
future planning and management. Sev­
eral such overviews are described in 
this issue of Histor y Li ne. Earlier 
ones were described in past issues, and 
others will be mentioned as received. 

Forest Service cul­
tural resource ~anaqement specialists 
ma.v receive regula r ly free of charqe 
copies of the quarterly magazine, Tech­
nology & Conservation~ by writing to 
the maqazine, at One Emerson Place, 
Boston: Mass. 02114, giving their 
title and duties. Preservation, re­
storation, and other topics related to 
historic sites and objects are describ­
ed and j 1 J u~ tra.ted. 



(Continued from page 3) 
They expect to have someone on the job by 
mid-1980. An overview of the Avery RD has 
just been completed and printed . .. Bob 
Oakley, retiree volunteer, is compiling a 
history of the Philipsburg RD,Deerlodge NF; 
Mont ..• A booklet on the Lochsa Histori­
cal Ranger Station, Clearwater NF, has 
been reprinted ... The completed History 
of Nine-Mile Remount Depot (Lolo NF) will 
be published early in 1980 by the Glacier 
Natural History Association. The Depot is 
expected to be accepted for the National 
Register of Historic Places by June 1980. 
(For more details see the Spring Issue of 
History Line.) . . . A book on Bob Johnson 
and his Johnson Flying Service, used by 
the Forest Service for many years in fire 
fighting, air cargo, seeding, dusting, 
reconnaissance, search and rescue, has 
just been published by the Mountain Press, 
Missoula, using many Forest Service photos . 
Johnson, now 84 and living in Missoula, 
piloted the plane that made the first For­
est Service smokejump. Title is Fly the 
Biggest P~eoe Back, by Steve Smith, local 
journalist ..• Two photo books by Danny 
On, former silviculturist, Flathead NF, 
Mont., have just been published, also by 
Mountain Press. One is Along t he Trai l. 
The other is on wildlife and wildflowers . 
Danny was killed a year ago in a skiing 
accident. A tribute to him and some of 
his color photos appeared in the November­
December issue of Colorado-Rooky Moun~in 
Wes t magazine •.. A well-illustrated book 
of R-1 reminiscences, by Kenneth Swan, For­
est Service photographer for 37 years, en­
titled Splendid Was the Trai l 3 was recently 
received by .the History Section ... Another 
book about experiences in R-1, by a ranger ' s 
wife, Never Marry a Ranger. by Roberta Mc­
Connell, published in 1950 by Prentice-Hall, 
is a good candidate for the current histor­
ical search being conducted by the Forest 
Servi c e Wives Club ... A photo history of 
the CCC is being planned by a Missoula pub­
lisher . .. A Forest Service veteran and a 
new employee have collaborated on an 
article , "The Birth of Montana's Lumber In­
dustry ," which appeared in the Winter 1978 
issue of Pacifi c Nort hwest Forum3 a period­
i cal published at Eas ~ern lvashing t on Univer­
sity, Cheney, Washington. It notes the 
severe criticism of early lumberi ng in the 
Bitterroot Valley made by John B. Leiberg , 

an agent of the U.S. Geological Survey, 
in his field description of new forest 
reserves . in 1899, carrying out a mandate 
from Congress. The authors are Clarence 
C. Strong and Judy Schutza. Strong is 
retired R-1 Operations Chief and State 
and Private Forestry Chief, and is a for­
mer supervisor of Coeur d'Alene NF. He 
was also coauthor of the book, White Pine : 
King o f Many Water s . Judy wrote "History · 
of Forest Policy in Montana" as her 
master ' s thesis at the University of Mon­
tana in 1979, and has worked for the For­
est Service in California, Idaho, and 
Montana, most recently in timber stand 
improvement work on the Kootenai NF. 

Rooky Mountain Regi on.--Cultural 
resource overviews are now under contract 
for three Forests (two administrative 
units): Arapaho-Roosevelt and Bighorn. 
The prehistoric contract for the Arapaho­
Roosevelt went to Colorado State Univer­
sity, and the historic contract to Down­
ing-Leach Co., Boulder. The historic 
contract for the Bighorn went to Eastern 
New Mexico University, Portales ... The 
Pike-San Isabel NF administrative unit is 
compiling historical material on tech­
niques and actions taken in watershed 
management over the years, reports Super­
visor R. N. Ridings. The first watershed 
management plan ever made for a Forest \vas 
made for the Pike in 1945 by Everard S. 
Keithley, the Supervisor, with the assist­
ance of Clifford C. Spencer, and of 
Russell B. McKennan and others i n the 
Regional Office . A copy was recently sent 
to the History Section by Ed Johnson, 
formerly of the WO Watershed Management 
Staff and now with the Bureau of Mines, 
Department of the Interior. Johnson says 
the plan was used as a model for many 
Forests. It was done as a result of a 
heavy f l ood. It was modified and enlarged 
by McKennan, who succeeded Keithley as 
supervisor. Restoration work soon f ollow­
ed on the Pike , and, in the 1950s, on t he 
neighboring San Isabel ... A history of 
the Pike NF was compiled by Raymond G. 
Colwell. senior clerk, in 1946, and a his­
tory of the Monument Nursery on the Pike 
was gathered in 1944 by Harry Galbraith. 
A copy of the 1922 R-2 report, "The Mini­
mum Requirements in Pro t ec t ion and Silvi­
culture," 118 pages with 67 pho to prints , 
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was received recently by the History Sec­
tion via Dr. Laird of R-1 ... Ronald Fahl, 
Forest History Society, sent in his copy 
of Len Shoemaker's book about William R. 
Kreutzer, Saga of a For es t Ranger (Univer­
sity of Colorado Press, Boulder, 1958). 
Keithley and Kreutzer were two of the very 
few men who started work on the forest re­
serves under the old General Land Office 
and remained to pursue distinguished ca­
reers with the Forest Service for many 
years after the transfer. 

Soutfuvestern Reqion,--A "Living 
Archaeology" concept for reconstituting an 
ancient Hopi Indian pueblo village and 
trading center at Chavez Fass, largest and 
most significant prehistoric site on the 
Coconino NF, Arizona, is being considered 
by the Forest Service in cooperation with 
other public agencies. The site, located 
southeast of Flagstaff, contained three 
large pueblos in the 13th and 14th cen­
turies and was occupied over a period of 
450 years. If rebuilt, it could serve as 
a major demonstration, -recreation, and 
interpretive site in the Region. . . Two 
major cultural resource overviews have 
recently been completed for the Region, in 
cooperation with the Bureau of Land Man­
agement, Department of the Interior. One, 
by Dr. Linda Cordell, is for the Middle 
Rio Grande Valley in north central New 
Mexico, including parts of the Santa Fe, 
Carson, and Cibola NFs, and the other, by 
Mary Jane Berman, is for Socorro and Cat­
ron counties in west central New Mexico, 
including parts of the Gila, Cibola, and 
Apache NFs ... In August the Region 
issued "The Santa Fe National Forest Area, 
An Historical Perspective for Management," 
by David Gillio, assistant regional ar­
cheologist. Completed last year was "An 
Analytical Approach to the Little Colorado 
Planning Unit," part of the Apache-Sit­
greaves NF administrative unit. Fred Ploeg 
was editor of this joint effort of 
Arizona State University and the Forest 
Service, which had been preceded by an 
"Archaeological Survey of the Little Col­
orado Planning Unit, East Section" in 
1977 ... The Region is now evaluating 
for future management the site of Camp 
Rucker, an old Army post of the Apache 
wars, on the Douglas RD, Coronado NF, 
Arizona, near the Mexican border . It 
was operated as a ranch after be ing aban-
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doned by the Army. Incidentally, R-3 
hired the first archaeologist in the For­
est Service in 1969 . 

I nt ermountai n Regi on.--A history of 
the Boise NF, Ida., has just been publish­
ed by the Idaho Historical Society . It 
was compiled and written by Mrs. Elizabeth 
Smith, who began the project in 1974 under 
an agreement with the Forest. She also 
has written a history of the Salmon NF, 
which was issued by the Forest in 1972. 
She and her husband, Don I. Smith, are na­
tives of the Salmon area, and have lived 
in Boise ror the past decade .•. A Cul­
tural Resource Overview of the Middle Fork 
of the Salmon River has just been complet­
ed and is now under review. It was a 
joint project of R-4 under a Memorandum 
of Agreement with the Idaho State Historic 
Preservation Office , the University of 
Idaho (Moscow), and Washington State Uni­
versity (Pullman). The two universities 
supervised the work and prepared the re­
port. Publications were searched for all 
known historic and prehistoric sites, 
and a 12-week field survey was conduc ted. 
.. Other more limited overviews have been 
conducted, and target dates (beginning in 
1981) have been established for overviews 
of each of the Forests in the Region. 
A history of the Wasatch NF is being 
written under a cooperative agreement 
with Utah State University , Logan . Charles 
Peterson of the Department of History and 
Geography is supervising the work and will 
do the rewriting, introduction, and sum­
mary. (He did a history of the Manti-La­
Sal NF several years ago.) Two graduate 
students, Linda Speth and Betsy Finch, 
majoring in history and natural resources 
respectively, are gathering the material. 
They visited the Regional and Forest 
offices in November . .. On the Payette 
NF, Hank Shanks of the Recreation and 
Lands Staff is conduc ting interviews and 
collecting data on historic sites. Art 
Shellon of the VIS Staff, Sawtooth NF, 
is documenting historic sites. Both are 
in Idaho ... Jay M. Hammond, University 
of Utah, has written the doctoral thesis, 
"A History of the Manti National Forest, 
Utah: A Case Study of Conservation." 

Paeij'ic Southwes tern Region (Califor­
nia).-- Although no Forest has completed a 
cultural resour ces overview , all forests 
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are doing site surveys, both in-Service 
and by contract. The Tahoe NF has a his­
toric and prehistoric overview in process 
under Dick Markley, Forest archaeologist 
for the past year and a half; it contains 
much Gold Rush site material. George 
Taylor, recreation planner and a veteran 
on the Forest, has been collecting his­
toric data informally for some time . 
Theeta McMillan is conducting oral inter­
views with older rangers and staff people 
and is compiling historical material, 
under the Older American program of the 
Human Resources Staff. In a list of 
participants in t he last issue of History 
Line, the name of Earl Bachman was omitt­
ed. A review of data on traces of old 
railroad logging systems was held by 
personnel of the national forests in the 
Central Sierras December 19 at Nevada 
City, Calif., to work out criteria for 
preservation. Mike Boynton, archaeolog­
ist for the Mendocino NF, recently sub­
mitted a nomination for a historic 
bridge to the National Register of 
Historic Places ... The 126-page typed 
reminiscences of Robert H. Abbey, 
"Early Day Experiences in the U.S. For­
est Set:vice." covering the period 1905-
35 on the Lassen NF, describes ranger 
tests, uniforms, and general work 
routine of those times ... Victor R. 
Hake, retiree of Sacramento, Calif., 
has sent in 61 photos he took in the 
1920s and 1930s,all on the Plumas NF, 
except for a few on the Kaniksu NF, and 
has provided detailed descriptions. 

Pacific Northwest Region.--Cultural 
Resource Overviews have been completed 
for all Forests in the Region. During 
the past year, overviews were done for 
the Deschutes, Fremont, Ochoco, Siskiyou, 
Umpqua, and Winema NFs in Oregon, and for 
the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie, and the remain­
der of the Okanogan in Washington. A 
preliminary "Inventory of Depression-Era 
Structures" has been compiled by Gail 
Throop, a historian at Portland State 
University, in an internship for her mas­
ter's thesis, and it is now under review. 
Some 700 structur'es, many CCC-built, are 
described ... Considerable material for 
a history of the Wenatchee NF has been 
gathered by Mrs. Bernice G. Greene, who 
comes from a pioneer family in the area 
and has been working as a Volunteer in 
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the Forest Service on the project for the 
past five years . She has tape recorded 
interviews with more than 100 persons 
including pas t supervisors and rangers, 
of whom 26 have since died, which empha­
sizes the need to record historical 
material while participants are still on 
the scene. Her part of the job is now 
completed, and the Forest is cataloguing 
and organizing t he material in prepara­
tion for securing the services of a 
writer • .. On the Mt. Hood NF, a new day 
lodge for skiers is being built to re­
lieve wear on the historic Timberline 
Lodge (completed ::tn 1937 as a public wo r k 
project} . .. An article, "The Silverton 
Nursery: An Early Experiment in Pacific 
Northwestern Reforestation," by David 
Cameron, a seasonal Forest Service 
employee and teacher of Everett,Wash . , 
appeared in the July issue of Journal of 
Forest History. Silverton was the first 
public tree nursery in the Pacific North­
west, serving from 1909 to 1916 to refor­
est burns on the local ranger district of 
the Snoqualmie Nf. It was replaced by the 
Wind River, Wash ., nursery which was open­
ed in 1910 by the Region, under the 
direction of the late Thornton Munger. 
Cameron has written a manuscript history 
of · the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie NFs, and a 
tour guide to the Monte Cristo RD. 

Southern Region. --Considerable activ­
ity is und~rway under sponsorship of the 
cultural resource pr ogram, the Regional 
and Forest information offices, and in­
dependent investigations and studies. 
The cultural resource program began in 
1973 with the first regional archaeolog­
ist. The first Forest archaeologist (for 
Chattahoochee-Oconee NJ;"s) ~as h;lred in 
1976 (Kent Schneider). Soon after, Mike 
Barber came to the Jefferson NF in Vir­
ginia, and Jack Keller to the Kisatchie 
NF in Louisiana, and three cultural 
resource zones were established. Docu­
mentation and surveys of sites are well 
along in these Forests, and are underway 
on the Marion-Sumter NFs in South Caro­
lina. The CR programs in these Forests 
a~e being reviewed by a Regional task 
force, which will produce a model action 
pl~n for all Forests in the Region inte­
grating CR management into Forest manage­
ment. By the end of September 1980, six 
more of the administered Forests will 

(Continued on page 10) 
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SECRETARY TO 7 CHIEFS DIES 

The next to last direct after being hired in 
living link with the June 1899. Price re-
old Division of Forest- mained in that position 
ry under Gifford Pin- with Mrs. Crocker as 
chat's leadership was his secretary until he 
broken on October 7 witt and Pinchot were fired 
the death on her 103rd in January 1910 by Pre-
birthday of Mrs. Edna sident Taft during the 
(Frost) Crocker, who Alaska coal land leas-
joined his staff on ing dispute with Inter-
December 12, 1898, five ior Secretary Ballinger. 
months after Pinchot By September 1910 Mrs. 
himself was hired, be- Crocker had become sec-
coming the second ste- retary to Henry Graves, 
nographer. She typed who had left his post as 
for Pinchot and his Dean of the Forest 
assistants, HenryS. School (set up by Pin-
Graves and Ed Griffith, chat at Yale University 
who had been· hired in in 1900) to become 
October, and George B. second Chief of the For-
Sudworth, one of the est Service on Pinchot's 
few holdovers from indirect recommendation 
Bernhard Fernow's re- severa l days after Pin-
gime. Then she be- chat left . From then on 
came the personal her position as Chief' s 
secretary to Overton W. secretary was unchal-
Price, who was named lenged: Chiefs came and 
Associate Forester soon went but she remained 
the secretary. Graves resigned in April 1920 to be succeeded by William B. Greelea, 
with whom she is pictured in the adjacent photograph taken in 1924 .Greeley resigne 
in April 1928 to be succeeded by Robert Y. Stuart, who was himself succeeded in 1933 
by Ferdinand A. Silcox, whose successor was Earle H. Clapp in 1939. The last Chief 
she served was Lyle F. Watts, who replaced Clapp in 1943. Mrs. Crocker retired 
December 30, 1944 after 46 years of service as secretary in the Chief's office, a 
record not likely to be approached again. InfoP<mation Diges t for November 11, 1944 
said her retirement marked 11 the end of the first forestry epoch. 11 She was then 68. 
At 91, she entered the Powhatan Nu rsing Home in Falls Church , Va. She remained men­
tally alert until her death, although her sight and hearing virtually disappeared 
by the age of 100. Her lOOth birthday in the fall of 1976 coincided with the lOOth 
anniversary of the hiring of the first forestry agent in the Department of Agricul­
ture, Franklin B. Hough. 

Forest History Society . --''Remaking of 
Forest Service Statutory Au thori t y in the 
Seventies" is the title of a new FHS project 
receiving financial support from the Forest 
Service and the Laird, Norton Foundation. 
The research and writing will cover develop­
ment and implementation of recent Federal 
forestry legislation. It will be done by 
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Dennis C. LeMaster, economist and 
associate professor , Department of 
Forestry and Range Management, Wash­
ing ton State University, Pullman. 
He was a staff consul tant to the 
House subcommittee on Forestry, and 
direc t or of ~esource policy for Soci­
ety of American Foresters . The His-

(Continued on back cover) 



(Continued f rom page 8) 
have CR ~pecialists, and the rema~ning 
~ive will get help from the zone spectal­
ists. Some 400 CR reports have been pro­
duced covering 300,000 acres surveyed . 
Some ~orests have completed overv~ews sum­
marizing the cultural resources in certain 
geographic areas; others have conducted 
extensive testing of archaeological sites 
to collect as much data as possible before 
planned construction projects could dis­
turb them. A few intensive surveys have 
been made on exceptionally valuable sites, 
such as Plum Grove (Jackson farm), Chero­
kee NF, Tenn., and Scull Shoals in north­
ern Georgia. Dr . Theda Perdue of Western 
Carolina University, Cullowhee, N.C., 
directed excavation at the first site las t 
summer. It has ties with modern ' Cherokee 
Indians , as well as to much earlier aborig­
inal groups . Scull Shoals also contains 
evidence of both historic and prehistoric 
se ttlement ; it was one of the first con­
tact communities between Indians and 
whites. It was on the frontier of west­
ward European movement soon after settle­
ment around 1780, but poor farming prac t­
i ces led t o -its extinction . The prehis­
t or i c a r ea consists of three lar ge mounds 
and an extensive village . The potent i al 
fo r a visi t or interpretati on progr am at 
the site will be evaluated . Excavations 
have been made by Georgia State Univer­
sity and furthe r work is antic i pated ••• 
The soci o-economic overview of the Pisgah 
and Nantahala NFs in North Carolina, 
covering 19th and 20th century land uses 
and living patterns and changes , inc luding 
establishment of the national forests, 
has just been completed, and r evi elved by 
the Regional off i ce. It was written by 
Drs. Evelyn Underwood, Ronald Eller, and 
Peggy Boland, of Mars Hill College , Mars 
Hill, N.C. 

Eas tern Region . --The Green Mountain 
NF, Vt ., hired a gradua t e student in his­
tory, John Douglas, who is in the publ i c 
tory program, University of California at 
Santa Barbara, to organize ma t erial pre­
paratory t o a history of the For est which 
wi l l mark its 50t h anniversary in 1982. 
Hi s t orical material had previously been 
ga thered by Alan Tayl or. retired employee. 
The Forest cultural resource report was 
i ssued a year ago ... As in R-6, cultural 
r esources over views have been pr e pared for 

a ll Forests. Several were summarized in 
previous issues of Histor y Line~ and more 
outlined below, f rom copies provided by 
the Region. Also completed ar e those for 
the Shawnee in southern Illinois, by 
Fischer, Stein Associates, Carbondale 
(1978); Hiawatha, upper Michigan (second 
phase completed by Michigan State Univer­
sity Museum 1979); White Mountain, N.H., 
by Steven Pendery and Stuart Wallace, 
University of New Hampshire, 1979; and 
Chippewa, Minn., by Nancy Woolworth, White 
~ear Lake, and Cathy Roetzel , Mankato (now 
under review). Site inventories a r e pro­
gressing in the __ Region, often with t he 
assistance of enrollees in the Youth Con­
servation Corps. 

The National Register has accepted 
designation of 18 sites for its list of 
histor i c places. These include the Round 
Island Lighthouse, Hiawa tha NF; Millstone 
Bluff, a fort, and Saline Springs, both 
prehistoric sites on the Shawnee NF, and 
and Turtle Effigy Mound , an Indian 
religious site, Chippewa NF • It is plan­
ned to have one- fifth of the area of each 
Forest in the Reg ion inventoried by 1985. 
The Region has been divided i nto five 
archaeological zones , led by Jane t Brash­
ler , Toby Hastie, Billie Hoornbeek, Dick 
Malouf, and Gordon Peters . Already 46 FS 
personnel have been certif ied as "para­
professionals" qualified to conduc t "pre­
work" surveys of si t es ... Overviews 
r ecently received by the History Section 
follow : 
1. Monongahe la Nationa l Forest~ W. Va. 
Prepared by R. P . Stephen Davis, Jr ., 
r esearch archaeologist, We s t Virginia Geo­
logical and Economic Survey , Morgantown. 
Records and queries disclosed 79 prehis­
toric sites , half of them campsites most­
ly on non-Federal land, and 650 historic 
sites~ mos tly on Feder al l and . A pr e ­
liminary evaluation of these sites was 
made . He pr oposed that FS personnel be 
trained t o recognize cultural resource~. 
Most evidence of human activity relates to 
the 1880-1920 lumbering period--comprising 
over 70 c ircular or handsaw mills, over 
100 probable l ogging camps, and many seg­
ments of loggi ng ra i lroads. There areal­
so traces of l og cabins , forts, Civil War 
camps and battlefields, early sash saw and 
grist mi l ls (one standing), s a lt springs , 
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saltpeter and coal mines; and several 
houses, schools, and churches, some of 
which still stand. Two houses are on the 
National Re gister and two are considered 
eligible. Also, 21 CCC camps were loca t­
ed; several are in use as Forest Service 
recreation facilities. One early fire 
tower is listed. 
2. Al legheny Nati onal Fores t~ northern 
Pennsylvania. Prepared by Northwest In­
stitute of Research, Erie, Pa.: Dr.Renata 
WolynecJ project director, Bernard Werner, 
and Charles and Joy Kolb. Of the 56 pre­
viously known archaeological sites, 34, 
almost two-thirds, are now under the water 
of the Kinzua Dam on the Allegheny River; 
many still exposed are r ockshelters. The 
study yielded 120 prehistoric sites ~nd 
377 historic sites, several of the latter 
of National Register caliber. Most sites 
of greatest historic interest were found 
to be on private inholdings. Major 
threats to cultural resources are oil, 
gas, and mineral recovery, illegal pot 
hunting (vandalism), and timbering. They 
recommended acquisition of subsurface 
rights af abandoned wells so that unsight­
ly and stream-polluting oil rigs can be 
removed and seeping wells plugged. They 
advise hiring an attorney and a law-en­
forcement off i cer, and establishing one 
or two more accessible infor~ation 
centers. 
3 . Huron and Manis tee National Forests~ 
Lower Michigan . Prepared by Museum of 
Michigan State University, East Lansing, 
William A. Lovis ·, principal investigator . 
Known historic sites outnumber prehis­
t oric sites bi three to one, but the site 
data were tooincomplete to make an eva lua­
tion. Few surveys were found; three 
zones were identified by density on maps . 
CCC camps are not included in the his­
toric list. Interim guidelines are of­
fered for known sites. The r eport recom­
mends that (1 ) a historian-archivist be 
retained for site studies; (the Forests 
share an archeologist). 

Alaska Region.--Among a number of 
archaeological sites discovered and 
explored recently by Re gional archaeolo­
gists on the Tongass NF ar e those a t a 
logging camp on Coffman Cove, Princ e of 
Wales Island, and Hidden Falls, Baranof 
Island, 20 miles from Sitka. The l a tter 
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appears t o be a major one, the ol dest 
level more than 10 ,000 years old, one of 
the oldest yet f ound in southeastern 
Alaska , and the first on coastal islands. 
It was uncovered during bulldozing for a n 
access road to a new State salmon hatch­
ery . There is evidenc e that prehistoric 
man left the site because of glac iation, 
returned about 5,000 years ago, then left 
again. The work is being direc ted by 
Stanley Davis, Chatham Area archaeologist. 
•. Prof . Lawrence Rakestraw, author of a 
history of the Forest Service in Alaska 
now in process of publication, wrote an 
article for the July 1979 issue of Journal 
of Fores t Hi s tory entitl ed, "Forest His­
tory in Alaska: Four Approaches to Two 
Forest Ecosystems . " The approaches he 
used were economic colonialism, regional 
planning, biography , and compara tive 
frontiers. 

Nor th Central Station.--Paul p. 
Rudolph, retired principal silviculturist , 
reports that his present draft of a his­
tory of the La ke States Forest Experiment 
Station, which he rev ised after receiv ing 
comments f r om a number of reviewers, is 
being retyped in the NCS office in St. 
Paul. • . "Thirty Years of Soil and 
Water Resea r ch ... in Wisconsin's 
Driftless Area: A History and Annot a t ed 
Bibl iography ," by Richard Sartz, was 
issued as Techni cal Report NC- 44, 1978 . 

Rocky Mountain Station.--R. R.Alexan­
der has compiled a bibliography entitled 
"The Fraser Experimental Fores t , Colorado, 
Research Publ i shed, 1940-1977." (General 
Technical Report, RM 40A, 9 pp., 1978) 

Souther n Station.--A l ar ge-scale 
ten-year s t udy of the effec ts of for est 
management prac tices on the f orest 
environment of national forest and We yer­
haeuser l ands in the Ouachita Mountains 
of central Arkansa s ha s been started 
j ointly by the Forest Ser v ice , the Weyer­
haeuser Company , and the University of 
Arkansas at Monticello. Clearcutting and 
selective cutting wi ll be compared on 
nine watersheds for effects on soil 
nutrient content and physica l properties, 
tree regeneration and growth, water qual ­
ity and quantity , wildlife for age . All 
tests will be replicated . Edwin Lawson 
is the pro ject l eader . 

(Contined Oh page 5) 



tory Society says it is intended as the 
first part of its longterm study of the 
history of sustained- yield forestry in 
the United States ... A new FHS slide­
tape film, "We Cannot Escape History," 
was shown at a special meeting for indus­
try leaders in October in Washington, D. 
C • . . A copy of the most definitive bio­
graphy of the Forest Service's first 
Chief, Gifford Pinchot: Forester- Politi­
cian, by M. Nelson McGeary, has been 
donated to the History Section by Elwood 
Maunder, retired executive director of 
the Society. 

"Purpos,es of the National Forests--A 
Historical Re-Interprepation of Policy 
Development," by Drs. Norman Wengert and 
A. A. Dyer, and Henry A. Deutsch, Colora­
do State University, Ft. Col~ins, is a 
major study commissioned by the Forest 
Service, with crucial implications for 
the current fight by western states over 
Federal water rights and Federal land own­
ership in the West. It examines the 
debates and consenses behind Congression­
al acts for creation and administration 
of forest reserves, and criticizes the 
r ecent narrow Supreme Court decision in 
the Rio Mimbres, New Mexico, water rights 
case. 

FOREST SERVICE, USDA 
P.O. Box 2417 
Washington, D.C . 20013 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 
Penalty for Private Use : $300 

Questions for Retirees :--Does anyone know 
if there is a Forest Service Nor folk jack­
et uniform i n existence? It was the 
official uniform from 1921 to 1935. We 
would also like to locate one of the first 
bronze heather uniforms of the 1935-40 
period ..• We have located a hat and cor­
duroy jacket of the second uniform (1909-
21) . It belonged to Louis A. Barrett, 
first Supervisor, Plumas National Forest, 
Calif. The hat and j acket are in the 
county museum in Quincy, Calif. 

TO RECEIVE FUTURE ISSUES 

Federal regulations require that 
rec ipients of publications be queri­
ed once each year. If you wish to 
continue to receive this newsletter, 
please mark an X in the box and clip 
out and return this coupon within 30 
days. If we do not receive a marked 
coupon from you, your name will be 
removed from our mailing list. If 
the address used for this issue js 
incorrect, please give your present 
correct address, including zip code. 
I wish to continue to receive His­
tory Line newsletter z:?. (Name) 



Forest Service , USDA 
Hi stor ica l Feature, Arthur Ringl and 
Caption for pho to 
(Jour nal of Forestry) 

Forest Service pioneer Arthur Ringland , 97, of Chevy Chase , Maryl and , 

chats with t he new Ch ief, R. Max Peterson . Ringland joi ned the agency 

i n 1900 , became Sou thwestern District (Regional ) Forester in 1908 , 

and i s probab ly the only man liv i ng who knew inti mately all the early 

Chiefs f r om Gifford Pinchot to Earle Cla pp, and became we l l acquai nted 

with all the others , from Lyle Watts t o Peterson . He is t he last of 

the original six Dis trict Foresters and has outlived four of t he six 

r etired Regional Foresters who succeeded him in Albuquerque . Ringl and 

has had a long conservation career with several fed era l agencies and 

retains an active i nterest in the i r activities, recentl y t es t ifying in 

a Federal -State water ri gh ts case in ew Mex ico.' (Fores t Serv ice photo) 



Forest Servi ce, USDA 
Histori ca l Feature, Arthur Ringl and 
Caption for photo 
(American Forests) 

The last of Gifford Pinchot ' s first team of Distri ct Foresters, 

Arthur Ringland, meets with today ' s Ch i ef of the Forest Service, 

R. Max Peterson, to discuss how the problems of 70 years ago 

compare to t hose of the present. Ringland worked with all the 

early Chiefs, having begun as a student assistant in the Di vision 

of Forestry in 1900. He headed the Southwestern Distri ct (Region) 
~ 

from 190~ to 1916. His long career embodied many aspects of 

conservation in a number of federa l agencies including the State 

Department and the Civilian Conservation Co rps , and foreign relief 

work after both world wars. Just two years ago he returned to the 

scenes of his earl i est Forest Service days in the Southwest as a 

\vitness in a water rights case . Ringland ma r ked· his 97th bi rthday 
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in September . He lives in Chevy Chase , Ma ryland. (Forest Service photo : 
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UNITED S T ATES D E PARTMEr-.T OF AGRICULTURE 

FOHEST S ERV I C E 

P.O . Box 2117 
Wash ington D.C . 20013 

Mrs. Ma rgaret R. Oli u 
News Ed itor 
Journa l of Forestry 
5400 Grosv eno r Lane 
Was hington , D. C. 20014 
L 

Dear Mrs . Oliu : 

1680 

Encl osed is a short historical feature article about Arthur Ringland 

and two photograp hs and a capt ion of him wi th Chief R. Max Peterson? 

as requested by Norbert H. Sand, Editor, i n a phone conversation 

with Frank Harmon of ou r Hi story Section last week . These photos and 
\...... 

th e caption were not sent to any other publication. 

S_:0cere 1 y, __;:J __ 
-~~*'r/~; : //L_ /~. 

A~.:tL·l'S Dl rE:ctor of 
Aldmin i s~rcnl..e Mznagemcnt 

Encl osures 



Historica l· Feature 
From History Section, Fores t Service 
U.S . Department of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 2417 
Washi ngton, D.C. 20013 

RINGLAND, OLDEST FOREST SE.RVICE ~EER LEADER, IS 97 

Arthur Ringland , l ~st of the pioneer{ri9Rel" ee~e~Forest Service leaders 

still living, celebrated his 97th birthday on September 29.~\'e aMd­

~lert as ~~a2:} 

~s~•O to -b~probably the only man alive who knew well all of the 

-1~ ear l.Ykch i ef s -a=-n-d--he_w_o_r-ke-d-----:------ Henry 
. 

Graves, William Greeley, Robert Stuart, F. A. Si cox, and Earle Clapp1 

He has become well acquainted with the later~{yle Watts (deceased ) , 

Richard McArdle, Edward Cliff, and John McGuire, and just recently had 

a chat with the new Chief, R. Max Peterson. 

~ 
Ringland entered the agency in 1900 as .a student/\ when he was 18 and 

when it was still called the Division of Forestry. He graduated from 

Yale Forest School in 1905. In December 1908, he was~e of six b1 i~h~ 

yo••~ M~picked to dire~~ewly-cteate~ix)western regions (then 

called districts) . He was sent to Albuquerque, N.M., to head the South­

western District. §s assistal'lt Has E:arle bla15p, latel" RQiQ ef ResEat·e~ 
aRe bRief Q£ tF!e ~e~est Semis~ 

and later became 



Forestry and Conservation 

for the Forest Service in 

California•s first 

2 

E. T. Allen, assigned to the 

chief ir.spector 

the same time, 

to the Inter-

Forestry 

He was the only one to approach 

his death in 1972 . . 

of only two or three surviving 

early widespread land and boundary survey 

in which many new Forests were established, much 

agricultural land daleted, and many Forests consolidated. is also 

one of the very few still living who served with the forestry engineers 

in France during World War I. 
Ringland served with the ...... ~~~~~~f:; feed the hun~ry in 
E~rope after World War I, CARE program after 
T~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

forestry, soil conservation, flood control, outdoor 

recreation, and other work for various federal agencies over the years, 

here and abroad. He retains a keen interest in all these fields today, 

recently testifying for the Forest Service in a water-rights court case 

in New Mexico. He has been a luncheon guest at numerous annual meetings 

of the Regional Foresters and Station Directors in Washington. He~ 
s"'" .. ,., 

live&in,\Chevy Chase, Md.J~wat otJlsiele HaslilllgLOII, Q,C., fe• iiidiiJ yeai"S.,.. 
.J 

~d takes a daily walk to keep fit. 
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Forest Service, USDA 
Historical Feature, Arthur Ringland 
Caption for photo 
(American Forests) 

The last of Gifford Pinchot's first team of District Foresters, 

Arthur Ringland, meets with today's Chief of the Forest Service , 

R. Max Peterson, to discuss how the problems of 70 years ago 

compare to those of the present . Ringland worked with all the 

early Chiefs, having begun as a student assistant in 1900. He 

headed the Southwestern District (Region) from 190~~to 1916 . His 

long career embodied many aspects of conservation in a number of 

federal agencies including the State Department and the Civilian 

Conservation Corps, and foreign relief work after both world wars. 

Just two years ago he returned to the scenes of his earliest 

Forest Service days in the Southwest as a witness in a water rights 

case. Ringland mar ked his 97th birthday in September. He lives 

in Chevy Chase, Maryland . (Forest Servi ce photo) 
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RINGLAND, OLDEST FOREST SERVICE PIONEER LEADER , IS 97 

Arthur Ri ngland, last of the pioneer Forest Serv i ce leaders sti ll 

living , celebrated his 97th birthday on September 29 . 

He i s probably the on ly man alive who knew well all of the earl y 

Forest Service Chiefs - Giffo rd Pi nchot, Henry Graves , I,Jilliam 

Greeley , Robert Stuart , F. A. Silcox , and Ear le Clapp , and he 

worked cl osely with most of them. He has become well acquain ted 

with the l ater Chiefs , Lyle Watt s (deceased) , Richard McArdle, 

Edward Cli ff, and John R. McGui re, and just recently had a chat 

with the new Ch ief, R. Max Peterson. 

Ring land entered the agency in 1900 as a student assistant when 

he \'las 18 and \'then it was still called the Divisi on of Forestry . 

He graduated f rom Yale Forest School in 1905 . In Decembe r 1908, 

he was picked to direct one of the six newly-created western Regi ons 

(then cal l ed Districts) . He was sent t o Al buquerque, N.M., to head 

the Southwestern Di strict . 

Ri ngland direc t ed t he agency's early vtidespread land and boundary 

survey work of 1906- 08 in which many new Fores t s were established , 

much agricultural land deleted , and many Forests consoli dated. He 
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i s one of only two or three surv i vi ng men who parti cipated in that 

survey 1vork . He is also one of the very fev1 still living who served 

with the forestry engineers in France during \-Jorld War I. 

Ri ngland served with the Hoover relief commission to feed the hungry 

i n Europe after World War I , and also helped organize the simi lar 

CARE program after World War II. He performed expert forestry, soil 

conservation, flood con t ro l , outdoor recreati on, and other work for 

various federal agencies over the years , here and abroad . He 

reta i ns a keen interest in all these fields today, recently tes ti fy ing 

for the Forest Service in a water- rights court case in New Mexico. 

He has been a luncheon guest at numerous annual meetings of t he Regional 

Foresters and Station Directors in Washington . He lives in suburban 

Chevy Chase, Md., and takes a daily walk to keep fit. 
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6 SERVICE BULLETIN 

The Federal and State forestry officers collaborated with t he Army in locating the 
exact bui l ding site for each camp ; assisted in camp installation by the l oan of tool s and 
equipment, trucks, personnel, and such building material as were on hand; and, in coopera­
tion with State relief agenc ies, selected the locally-enrolled experienced men to aid in 
camp construction . Cooperation between the Army, t he relief agencies and the fo rest ry 
agencies has been close and effecti ve . 

More than 17,000 foresters and others trained and experienced in directing woods work 
or performing the special ized tasks involved have been employed, in addi tion to those avail­
able among the enrolled men . Already there is a sizable quantity of forestry work accom­
plished to the credit cf the Emergency Conservation project- forest plantations established, 
thinnings made and worthless trees removed from the forests, fire breaks started, truck 
trai l s, horse and foot trails laid out and begun for better access for forest p rotection. 

Arthur C. Ringland, who recently returned from Europe where he has been studying 
European forestry for the Forest Service, has submitted a compilation of European forestry 
legislation for the years 1919 t o 1930 fo r 23 countries, drawn from the records of the Inter­
national Institute of Agriculture in Rome. He plans to compile the laws for 1931 and 1932. 

A hasty review of the compilation indicates that it gives, both in the native lang­
guage concerned, and trans l ated into English, a brief description cf the purpose or content 
for each piece of legislation referred to . The complete texts of the laws are not in­
cluded. ~ingland says that, if opportunity permits, s ome of the more important laws will be 
compi: ed in full text . In any event the compilation might aid in the identification of 
certain laws so t hat particular ones might be secured upon special requests to the countries 
involved. 

The 
interested 
pilation . 

compilation appears to include many game laws, and it would seem that people 
in game matters as well as in forestry matters might be interested in this com­
I t is quite bulky and only one copy is available at the present time. 

An Executive Order. dat ed July 11, requires that all ECW purchasing transactions of 
over $2500 each be approved by Director Fechner . He is authorized, however, to delegate 
such authority. An effort is being made to get him to limit the transactions referred to 
Washington for approval to purchase of articles of clothing, toilet kits, and wearing ap­
parel; the Fo rester, Regional Foresters, and State Foresters to be authorized to approve 
purchases of over $2500 each for other items of equipment and construction material . If this 
effort fails and all transactions of over $2500 have to be referred to Washington for 
presentation to and approval of Mr . Fechner's office, everybody concerned is confronted by 
a big new addition to the a l ready heavy burdens of the EC work . It is planned that it 

will require six additional men in t he Washington Office of the Forest Service to handle the 
telegraphic and mail corresponde nce, compilations, tabulations, preparat i on of explanatory 
matter, conferences with Mr . Fechner's of fice and the representatives of unsuccessful 
bidders, etc . Corresponding inc reases of force all along the line would doubtless be 
necessary. The trouble is that inexperienced personnel cannot take over this additional 
burden . No matter how much extra help is employed, the already overburdened regula r force 
cannot avoi d a heavy additional burden . 

Apparently the purchase and delivery of equipment and construction materials have not 
yet caught up with the demands of the work on the ground bu t are doing so rapidly. It is 
estimated that reference to Washington of pu rchases of over $25 00 in amount will slow down 
actions by an average of at least two weeks. 
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SERVICE BULLETIN 5 

"Modern Connectors for Timber Construction" points the way for the lumber industry 
to regain some lost markets and to develop new ones and the industry is ready to grasp the 
opportunity. 

Copies of this bulletin may be purchased from the Superintendent o f Documents. Gove rn­
ment Printing Office , Washington , D. c. , for 15¢ each . 

GERMANY'S PUBLIC WORKS PROGRAM 

(From a letter by Arthur C. Rin~and, dated June 9) 

The Under-Secretary in the Ministry of Finance of the German Reich has just made an­
nouncement of a public works program approved by the Cabinet on May 31 , 1933. 

The Ministry of Finance is authorized to issue labor Treasury bil l s (without 
interest) to the amount of 1 billion Reichsmarks (238 million dollars at par) , which will be 
placed at the disposal of the Corporation of Publ ic Works through allotments made for ap­
proved projects by the Ministry of Labor to the various states and communities . The Trea­
sury bills are discounted by the German Building and Land Bank which , in turn. discounts 
them with the Reichsbank. 

The retirement of the issue of a billion marks is provided for in the ordinary Reich 
budget spread ove r five years from 1934 to 1938 to the extent of 200 mil l ion marks a year. 
Th~ Government believes that the budget in these years will enable the repayment of the is­
sue without difficulty . Nevertheless an amort i zation fund will be provided by the payment 
of amounts from various sources by the states and communities. 

The Government plans to make loans only for works of general economic usefulness to 
be carried out so far as possible by manual labor. The program as a whole will be initiated 
not l ater than August l, a.lt'hough it is expected that 400,000 men will be at '.l'ork within a 
few weeks , and that there will follow a considerable revival in many branches of industry -
particularly the building industry. 

The more ~mport~nt section~ of the law 0utl ine measures to promote construction and 
repair work on public buildi ngs , bridges , city ~nd farm dwelling houses , suburban and farm 
sett lemen ts. regulation of water-courses , drainage and road construction , and the erection 
of gas , electric power and water plants. Farmhouse repairs and municipal utility plants 
will be made possible by subventions instead of loans. Expenditures for the replacement 
of factory machinery and similar equipment a re encouraged by deduction from tax returns. 
To reduce the numbe r of females employed in industrial employment and to encourage their 
absorption in household employment exemption is granted from unemployment insurance pay­
ments and other taxation favors are granted. 

YE EDITOR DISCOVERS 

Secretary Wallace on August 2 approved the apportionment of $15 , 000 ,000 for Forest 
Highways c>.nd $10.000 , 000 fo r Forest !mprovemen ts as made available under the National 
Industria l Rec overy Act. The former was apportioned in the same manner as regular Forest 
Highway funds have been apportioned in the past . that is, in accordance with the areas and 
valu& of the National Forests . The latter was apportioned in accordance with the estimated 
uti l ization of appropriated funds required for Forest roads and trails. 

According to the law these amounts are to be expended in the same manner as the Emer-
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CLARENCE LUTHER FORSLING 

10 

Clarence Luther Forsling, 88, died, October 9J~in Albuquerque, New 

Mexico. Born November 7, 1893 in Cheyenne, Wyoming, he was raised on the 

family cattle ranch in western Nebraska. He graduated, with majors in 

forestry and botany) from the University of Nebraska in 1915. He stood first ) 

on the grazing Assistant register that year, and entered the Forest Service 
~ 
~ 

in June as Chief of the Range Reconnaisance party on the Cache National Forest 

in Utah. He had worked during the spring planting seasons of 1912 and 1915 

on the Nebraska National Forest, one summer in eastern Kentucky and two 

summers in Montana. In March 1916, he transferred, as assistant to Leon Hurtt, 

Director of the J~~ada Experimental Range, in New Mexico, and a year ~ 
later became its Director. That was a trying time because of 3 years of 

drought. Nevertheless, through improved management, beef production was 

doubled by 1920. He came to Washington that year as Assistant Chief of the 

Office of Grazing ~ tudies. 
~ 

In 1922 when Dr. Arthur W. Sampson left to teach range management at the 

University of Californig, Forsling became Director of the Great Basin Experiment 

Station, on the Manti National Forest in central; Utah. He developed a fine ~ 

program of field demonstrations of research results and won support from 

prominent stockmen and others. In 1929, the Intermountain Forest and Range 

Experiment Station was established, with Forsling as Director. Over the years 

all phases of research were materially expanded and extended into all Intermountain 

States. Cooperation with the US Sheep Experiment St ation in Idaho was arranged 

especially for spring grazing management
1

and the Desert Experimental Range 

was establi shed in wes tern Utah for winter grazing studies . Over the years all 

phases of research were materially expanded, under Forsling•s guidance. The 
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Clarence Luther Forsling 2 

five Civilian Conservation Corps camps in Utah were used exclusively for 

control of erosion and floods from mountain watersheds. Guidance and 

direction of the work was under the Intermountain Station . The success of 

that program was outstanding. 

In 1935 Forsling was transferred to the Appalachian Forest Experiment 

Station as Director. His major accomplishments there were in guiding the 

development of the Coweeta Hydrologic Laboratory for developing knowledge of 

the effect of forest cover on runoff, streamflow and erosion under 
0 ,J 

Appalachian conditions f lso in starting new studies in the shortleaf pine 
\ '?,/ 

lands to obtain a new crop without the interferance of the low-quality hardwoods . 

Forsling was awarded an Oberlander Trust Fellowship in 1935 for study 

of forestry in Germany . He was also called into Washington to lead preparation 
FQ r-e ~ ..... ~ r If 'ce 

of two chapters of the/ report, 11 The Western Range: a Great but Neglected 1\ 

Natural Resource., published as Senate Document 199, 34th Congress. 

In 1937 Forsling became Assistant Chief of the Forest Service in charge 
U-br ..j :;"" 

of Research. During ther war, period he was responsible for several special 

programs and served on War Production Board Committees dealing especially with 

wood products. He took an active part in having forestry included in the 

program of the new Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations . 

In 1944 Forsling was named Director of the Grazing Service of the 

Department of Interior and two years later transferred to the Secretary of 

Interior's office. Later he transferred to Albuquerque as Chairman of the 

Southwestern Regional Committee consisting of the regional directors of the 

nine bureaus of the Department to coordinate their work into one smooth 

operation. 

,. 
" 



Clarence Luther Forsling 3 

After retirement in 1953 Forsling continued in a number of activities. 

He served as Chief tax commissioner of New Mexico, as a Member of the 

New Mexico State Parks and Recreation Committee, and was instrumental in 

the reorganization and revamping of the City government of Albuquerque. 

He also served as a Consultant to several southwestern Indian tribes in 

connection with their forestry and range concerns. 

Over the years he attended a number of international conferences. 

He served as discussion leader at the 8th Interamerican Scientific Congress 

in 1940 and was a participant in the United Nations Congress on Conservation 

and Utilization of Resources in 1949. 

He was a member of the Society of American Foresters, the Society for 

Range Management, The American Forestry Association ~ and the Nebraska 

Historical Society. He authored or coauthored many government publications 

relating especially to range and watershed management . On the whole, he 

selected capable assistants and was strongly instrumental in their development. 
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ARTHUR C. RINGLAND 

Arthur C. Ringland (693) born September 29, 1882 in Brooklyn, New York, 

died Oct. 12. He was an outstanding forester and conservationist. He entered 

the Bureau of Forestry in the Dept. of Agriculture in 1900 and worked in 

the field till 1902, when he left to attend Yale Forest DeLoop. He received 

his BSc degree and then his Masters in 1905. He then worked on various western 

assignments in the new Forest Service, especially considering areas to be added 

to the National Forest system. In 1907, he was with Pinchot and other 

prominent foresters, at the White House when President Theodore Roosevelt 

critically con·sidered the maps for new and expanded national forests, during 

the 10 days before he signed the law which provided for Congressional approval 

of further additions. In that review, the President extended boundaries to 

include many brush covered slopes, especially in California, for watershed 

protection. 

Ringland then served as Regional Forester of the Southwestern Region from 
\ 

1908 till 1916. Then
1

made a fores t inspection in Alaska. When the US entered 

the World War in 1917, he became Captian, and later Adjutant General, in the 

lOth Engineers (Forestry Regiment) and served in France and Belgium. After 

the war he served with Herbert Hoover in the American Relief Administration, 
r : n 

including head of that agency•s Mission in Czeckoslavakia. He also served in 

Constantinople for relief and evacuation of white Russian refugees in cooperation 

with the League of Nations. 

Back in the States, Ringland served in various assignments, such as 

Executive Secretary of the National Conferences on Outdoor Recreation, completing 

its report for the Coolidge Admini s tration. He was the first forester in the 

Foreign Agricultural Service; headquartered in London, he served in several 

European Countries. Other included Regional Laison Officer for the Civilian , 
• 



Arthur C. Ringland 2 
' , ~( • -r ~ f ("t tf th:'l\'hr ,( 

Conservation Corps, .itS principal conservationist when the Soil Conservation 
d 

Service moved to the Department of Agriculture, Chairman of the Department 
• I 

of Agriculture Flood Control Coordinating Committee, und of laison between 
\ClL 11~ ~ OY\/ j ~ • ~ 

Agencies, and ~.n-g/National Forest and
1 

Park boundaries. 

In World War II he was Executive Director of the President•s War Relief 

Control Board, later the Advisory ColTITiittee on Voluntary Foreign Aid. In 

1945, he originated the concept of the private voluntary organization that 

became CARE. He retired from the Department of State in 1953. He 

was honored for his efforts by the United Nations in 1958 . He has continued 

to serve, after retirement, on numerous other committees dealing with food 

and natural resources. 

Ringland was also a member, among others, of the Society of American 

Foresters, the Forest Hi story Society> and the Cosmos Club. 

l 
( 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

FOREST SERVICE 

P.O. Box 2417, Washington , D.C. 20013 

Ronald J. Fahl, Editor 
J ournal of Forest History 
Forest History Society 

Ll09 Coral Street 
Santa Cruz , Ca1if. 95060 

Dear Ron: 

3 November 1981 

I dashed off this short biographical ske t ch of Arthur C. Ringland, 
using our file data on h im i ncluding notes from conversations with 
h im and his son Peter , for our office and for Region 3, and I thought 
you mi ght like a copy if you plan to run anythi ng in Forest H~sto~ 
and also for your file on him. I am also sending a copy to American 
Forest s , but don't expect they will use much. 

We are short of typi st s just now and I wanted to get it out to you 
quickly, so it ha sn't been retyped. Dennis and Jean are out of the 
office this week, taking a Smithsonian course on historic preserva­
tion. 

Dr. Robert K. Winter , r etired head of the International Fore stry 
office , Forest Servi ce , is writing a special article on Ringland for 
the Journal of Forest!Y, on request. 

You have probably heard t hat Clarence L. Fors ling died i n Albuquerque 
on October 19, so that• ~ two veterans in ten days. Wm . R. Chapline is , 
I believe, writing an item for Journal of Range Managemen! about him . 
Chapli ne got a special award from the Societ y for Range Management in 
January 1980. He will be 91 this January . I 've been trying to finish 
a taped interview with him for ·everal years. He' s always doing some­
thing or going ~omewhere , just leavi ng, or just getting back. Never 
~aw anyone so act i ve at that age. 

~•:al~ 
~nk J. Harmon 

History Section 

6200 -I I b ( 4/ 7 4) 
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US. DEPARTMENT OF' AGRICULTURE: SPEED-MEMO- PART NUMBER -- DAC: 

TO 

FROM 

William D. Hurst, Re;ional For ester 
"tegion 3 
Att . Ann B. Bordenave, secr etary 

Fr ank Harmon 
Histor y Unit, For est Service 

1 Oct. 29, 1974 

SUBJECT 

Reor ganization Plan, District 3; 1915 
(by Ar thur Rin; land) 

Washington, D. C. 20250 
MESSAGE (\I Hll I· CO\ CISE .\flo .SS. \ .F SIC \ \ \_D_I:_'O_li_\\_' \-ll_JJ_P:-1-R-rS-:-, -1 -.-\-:-\"-:::D-:2-I:-.O~,-:-\J-:-JD-:-R:-f-:;s:-sf:-· E=-,. -:-H-.l;=·Jj-.\ 1:-\':-:P.:-:-, 1-:R:-:f-:J):-------------

SIGNATURE 

This is Arthur Ringland ' s 1915 r eor ganization pl an for District 3 as presented 
to Chi ef Henry Graves . 
lVII' . Rinsland told us you wen ted to see a copy. e r eceived this f r om the 
National Ar chives here . 
Since it is one of 3 car bon copies, and ther e is a lso an or i ginal, it seems 
that your office mi~ht keep it, if you wish, in your historical files , peogerly 
identified, if you have s omeone to do thisy and you feel it of sufficient 
interest and imr or tance . 

Dear Mr. Harmon: 

Thank you for locating the r eport. We have included it in our file 
since it is an extra copy as far as your office is concerne d. 

I DATE 

FORM AO.JJI(REV. 5-68) 
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April 7, 1975 

l-lr. Fra nk dD r n on 
Fo r e s t 3ervice History Unit 
~ashing ton D. C. 2025 0 

Dear i·:r. Har mon: 

c: - ---

Refe r enc e i s made to your note of I 8 ;:ar ch to ~e , 'lnd r:i th it t he d r a ft of 
the first four chapte r s of vi·. , St een ' s n i sto ry of the For e st Service. I have 

...... 
re a d the d r a ft se veral ti1~e s ~ith par ticu l a r inte ~e st and appr e ciation . ~he 

style i s good a nd the r eading s~ua:o..xurio si ty ; a nd 1 am lookin~ fo r~·;ard to 
the s lilceed ing chan t e r s . I a m,<' tnQ ar"R f t to Ar t Gr e e l ey , · . .;.i:ti: a eel _,.......,:o{iJ!ott ft!!'s 
~ja,e r & l'l u. My .eo; , : 1 t 14 t5 • 

CO t ;t;EiJTS 

I n tro d uction 

Sugg est it vrould be helu fu l i f dates are given in I V of tra nsfer , ~M SJU£ 

i••mii:aiifwi:ai , inaid in V o f :eeks Ac t, i n VI of Fo r est !.-roductG I.abo r atory , 
and of v i visio n o f .wseach , in 'JIII of Tea-pot Do me Scandal , ft I X of Taylor 
Grazing Act, in XI I Mining Act o f I87 2 . 

Chap t e r I Fores t r y in Agriculture - An Accid ent of Hi story 

Thi s pa r t o n land - pu blic land - i s good . Sug;e::; t - see p g . 2 - that r e fer e nce 

~Forest History Society, Inc. 
·~ 109 Coral Street, Santa Cruz, California 95060 I T elephone ( 408) 426-3770 

Frank J. Harmon 
History Section 
Forest Service, USDA 
P.O. Box 2417 
Washington, DC 20013 

Dear Frank : 

November 9, 1981 
Ronald J. Fahl 
Editor, Journal of Forest H istory 

Thanks for sending your interesting sketch of Arthur Rin~land. I suspect we'll 
only make brief mention of his passing in JFH a~d/or Cru~ser , but.of cour~e we 
do have the biographical encyclopedia under des1gn and w1ll certa1nly ass1gn an 
article. I didn't know about Clarence Forsling's death. He was here once for 
an interview, although I didn ' t meet him. I hope that he saw the review (and 
picture) in the last issue of JFH . 

C~y, 

Ronald J. Fahl 

• s • .- ox b~ :x:I-~ ~-uu;;: , or :::a..~c r e :-e::-enc e :I.'!"' i: '1 C I()O<: - r:o-c e s..., :;o Sec . .:r.I:::;on ' s re ­
na r k s i n the Yea r book :or Ar•-r i c ul tur e f or 1909 . "The L~os t i r:.Dortant .st e n t o.:i:en 

y t~e ~'o r c st .Se r vice i:: t a~:inz the Jepa r cr.:e:J. t t o tne peo ple .1 ~· :: i .:; r efe rs t o de ­
c en tra liza tion &nd t t e s et - up o f the s ix dis tric t ~ . P~s . 9 a~d I O s een t o con~use 
Sec . ;:,i l s on ' s ( l-'i.!1C!".o t ' s) .i.et ce r o: i ns ~ruct:r.on of rso.:.: 0 !"1 ~h e t r ansf e r o f r ese r,2.) 
c f 1905 wi L 1 Sec . ..:.l s o l'_' s r c :'2~rks i n t:1e Yearbook fo r 1909 o n decentr.:;.liz.a tio!i . 



Cha~ter Iv continued 

Pg. I7 Sugge s t in line 7 par 2 to read ' ' ~ e met with P inchot i n La nsi ng 
(not Chic ago) v1ho \'las to r eceiv e an honorary degree f r o :n . . ichigan S t ate " 
Pg . 20 Shouldn't I O ;~ r e a d 25~~ i n 2!1d par ? 
P g . 21 Question wi sdo m of r e ci t ing the wils life k illed • 
~Sugge st add after the fi r s t t •::o lines at t he top. J'And he add ed ~ 
" Th i s i s not b e charg e d to our fo r est ~o licy ~' 'i'oo I s h o uld like t o see 
added the f o llo wi ng excep t f ro ::: a letter of iiov~1:1ber ') , I 965 fro~ Fo r es t 
.3u p ervisor Cri s t •:;ell of the :-.t . i3a .!te r lb tio nal ? cres t o n t h e land in 
question "'l'he ori t;inal ho 1~estead s, timber claims , a nd mineral cla i ms ..: 
were al~ boug h t by timber co ~~anies xxx no farmi n~ was ever done in t h e 
area. 'rhe l and is t il::oer- p roaucing and no t far r:li nc- type land . :;: t i s now 
managed a s a t ree faru/" . .._herf') 
pg. 34 con' t . Before t h e e na ctme nt of the Act of i-:a rch 4 , 19 0 7 ~~ aa­
shar p- deba t e ._ i n the Se na te o n ? ebruary 22 , 1907r e lati. ng to ar.; end lC~ents 

to t h e Agricul t ural Approriatio n 3ill providing f or an increase fo r ~he 

suppor t of the Forest 3ervice . ~he di s cussio ~ ~as J itte r in r efere nc e to 
t h e Forest Servic e e xamina tions f or t he c r eatio n of fo r e s t re ser ves. 
Th e who l e natia (lal forest sys te ~ v:as u nde r at tat:::k led by Senators Fulton 
:leyburn, 0&.r ter, .:arren , and Clark , a nd d e fen~ ed by .S enators Beveridge , 
De Pew , S p e nc e r, 3pooner , f urk et t an~ others . Foot - note sho u l d re f er to 
t h e ~o ngressional ~eco rd o f J ebrua ry 2 L , I 907 PG• 3630 . 
Pg . 34 ca n ' t . I beli e v e t ha t it was :; . T . Cox , wh o had a d i s ti nguished 
c a r e e r in th e For es t J eevi c e , ~ho c a rri ed the procla~ation f or fo r est 
wi t hd r ai'lal s for ':'R t o s i gn be fo r e si t;ning t he _cc t of . . a rch 4 , I90 7 . 
Su gge s t this be c h e ck e d is a par t o f the d r ama a t t ha t ti~e . 

The foot-notes revea l careful r esear c h. l ho pe thes~an f o llow the 
~ext directly a t the bo t tom~ of the oage in f i ne pr lnt . Th e readi~g 

r o f the t ext 1'/0Ul d be c ontinu a lly int;rr-u-pted if the f oo t - not e s were 
placed at the end o f eac h ch ~pter. 

I should like to hav e done a better job . but perhaps the comme nts I 
have made may be o f s o me service. 

Sincerely, 

. a.~ 
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(Frank Harmon,History Section, Forest Service, Dec. 21, 1978( 

Conversation with Arthur Ringland, first District (Regional) Forester, Albuquerque, 
N.M., at his son Peter's home, 4727 Essex Avenue, Chevy Chase, Md., Oct. 31, 1978. 

When asked why the headquarters for District 4 (Intermountain Region) was moved 
from Salt Lake City, which had served as Inspection District headquarters for 
a few years, to Ogden, Utah, in the general field reorganization of Dec ember 1908, 
Mr. ~ingland replied that it was because of better rail connections at Ogden. 
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Arthur c. Ringland is one or the forester• who saw the bej"ginning 

of widespread foreatry activity in the United Statea. He waa born in 

~or~.,., received his ~ ter '• degree in the Shefti eld 

School of Science at Yale University~ and entered federal forest 

work in 1900. He joined the Forest Service when it was organized as 

a bureau of the u.s. Department of Agriculture in 1905. 

In 1917 he joined the Army, and saw overseas service as a 

Captain. At the close of the war he was Chief or ,_ Mission 

or the American Relief Administration in Europe, where he 

visited a number ot countr1e0 aWJixWJ!D4mma•ug:m After various public 

service and employment with......... he returned to the 

~~as collaborator in 1925. In 1930 he became forest 

economist, and in 19~ ... ·a~~~O sent to Burope aa11•uda!st> tam 

- ) r~~ -~~ •s ' 5 ' by the ,~Service, and the Bureau or Agricultural Econcmic-, 

to study forestry and forest products trade relations. He spent 

2 years in studies of 3tMt~d;n;;·''~-;.; •• ;; .. ;;, ,; .. ;";;m;i,,iii .. iiimii"- forest and c on servati on 
I 

projects in Italy, France, 0el'm8.llY and other countriea, and upon returning 

to the United Statea in 1933 he made reports on the combination 

ot work relief and the conservation of natural resources, which 
\...?t- ~--.At: ~ 

report. had nz' an important bearing on'A measures adopted 

to defeat the depression here• 

For 2 years he had charge ot special detaila studying 

problema including watershed protection and flood control 

and the employment ot COO labor in protecting and developing natural reso1 
rces 



, 
2. 

n 1936, Mr. Ringland transferred to the Soil Consenation Senice, 

and at the beginning ot 1937 he was appointed ( ( ( ( By. ~lle.ITealdeat? 

to head tbe Flood Control Coordinating Committee. This committee 

is composed ot Mr. Ringland, E.N.Munna -*"'"•"ulwtwtx chief ot the Division 

ot Streamtlow Investigations, ot the Forest Service, and Dr.. Hendrickson 

ot the Bureau ot Agricultural Intormation• 

This committee is what it name impliea : an organization to gather 

and make usable all the scientific information and reoords on streamtlow, 

,,,, ..... rai ntall, and protective measures, in a national .Ca'il!fiHxm 

effort to m1 tigate the ef f ects ot tloode and to control the 

so tar as possible the runoff, in order to prevent tlood disasters in the 

tu•ure. The War Department, the Federal Power Camrl,ssion and other 

agencies ot the Government cooperate dep rtmenta and 

Flood Control Coordinating COMmittee to make ~ix 

tlood control measures more e f fective. 

through the 

erosion and 







Arthur C. Ringland served as a studentforest assistant and expert 
before he was appointed Forest Assistant on the Lincoln National Forest 
in 1905. He was Regional Forester for the Southwest Region between 
1908 and 1916. 

In 1916 he was an inspector on forest conditions in Alaska. He 
served in Horld Wo.r I and remained in Europe with the American Peace 
Conunission. Between 1924 and 1934 he nade a private stud~r of the walnut 
industry in California. worked on t he National Conference on Outdoor 
Recreation 1 and went abroad with the Agricultural Foreign Service. 

He returned to the Forest Service for a short time in 1934, transferred 
t o Soil Conservation Service, then to the Secretary's office, and finally 
to the State Department. 

He \~s born in Brooklyn, N. Y •• and received his master's degree 
in forestry from Yale. 

W {)I ~~~0. 
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UNITED S T ATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

FOREST SERVICE 

P.O . Box 2117 
Washington D.C. 20013 

Mrs . Margaret R. Oliu 
News Editor 
Journal of Forestry 
5400 Grosvenor Lane 

1680 

LWashington, D.C. 20014 

Dear Mrs. 01 iu: 

Enclosed is a short hi storical feature article about Arthur Ringland 

and .;t')iah!!i • photograph,SandA~aption of him with Chief R. Max 

Peterson , as requested by Norbert H. Sand, Editor, in a phone con-

versation with Frank Harmon of our Hi story Section 1 ast week. rf..q.5~ ?Ao(o s 
a. ,.J t~t.. c.~f fh>"' wer-e t>tJf s~, f- ~ a"? ()fi*r tv6/lcfllf"', ·oi'J. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosures 

6Z00-11 (1/6 9) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

FOREST SERVICE 

P.O. Box 2117 
Washington D.C. 20013 

Mr. Bill Rooney, Editor 
American Forests 
1319 - 18th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Mr. Rooney: 

1680 

Enclosed is a short historical feature article about Arthur Ringland 

and aa= 11111 uhe photograph and caption of him with Chief R. Max 

Peterson, as requested by you in a phone conversation with Frank 

Harmon of our 
~of 3&A.f 

Sincerely, 

Enclosures 

History Section last week. t~t's p~oi';; q,.J c~rf/t>l\ .,_,. 

f, a"''1 .,'t~tr pvhlicttl/,n. 

6ZOD-11 (1/69) 
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U N ITED STATES DEPART MENT OF AGRICU L TUR E 

FOREST S E RVI CE 

P.O . Box 2417 
Washington , D.C . 20013 

Mr . Bill Rooney , Edito r 
Amer ican Forests 
1319 - 18th Street , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Mr . Rooney: 

En cl osed is a short histor i cal feature article about Arthu r 

Ring land and photograph and caption of him wi th Chief R. Max 

Peterson, as requested by you in a phone conservati on with 

Frank Harmon of our History Section l ast v1eek. This pho t o 
~ 

and capt ion were no t sent t o any other publication. f-l 1. 

Acting Dirt.::ctor of 
.4.-dminist ratl ·v"e iv1anagement 

Enc 1 os ures 

1680 

SEP ~ F 197A 


