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Ex-Forest Service chief Jack Ward Thomas 
taught us about ecological complexity 
HIG HLIGHTS 

The native Texan died a week ago at 81 in Montana 

He rose from elk researcher to Forest Service Chief 

Thomas called the father of ecosystem management 
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BY ROCKY BARKER 

rbarker@idahostatesman.com 

No single person had more impact on public land management over the past 2 5 years than 

Jack Ward Thomas, who rose from elk researcher to become chief of the U.S. Forest 

Service. 

The native Texan died May 26 in his home in Florence, Mont., after a long illness. He was 

81. 

Thomas also shifted firefighting policy to recognize the realities of wildfires in and around 

mushrooming communities throughout the West and raised the bar on firefighter safety. 

After his drawling charm and straight talk at President Bill Clinton's Forest Summit in 1993 

impressed the wonkish new president, he was picked to be the first biologist to head the 
Forest Service so he could put his plans into place. He told Clinton, Vice President Al Gore, 

timber executives, union leaders and environmentalists that day it wouldn't be easy. 

'' THE ECOSYSTEM IS NOT ONLY MORE COMPLEX THAN WE THINK, IT IS MORE COMPLEX THAN WE CAN 
THINK. 

Jack Ward Thomas, April 4, 1993 

Thomas told me in 2004 that his wife had cancer and that he didn't want to leave her to go 

to Washington. She urged him to go after chatting with President Clinton herself. She died 
less than a year later. 

The Northwest Forest Plan, which dramatically limited harvest of old-growth forests over 

three states and millions of acres that made up the habitat of owls and many other species, 

got the federal government out of a decadelong court battle. But it angered Northwest 
lawmakers from both parties and led to the closure of dozens of lumber mills and the loss 
of thousands of jobs, largely because the agency had cut too much timber for far too long. 
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. 
But Thomas' willingness to fight for the timber industry in other areas, including in 

Southern Idaho when he supported salvage logging in the Boise National Forest, drew ire 

from environmentalists such as Jeffrey St. Clair. 

"This concession to corporate America from the father of ecosystem management is the 

ecological equivalent of infanticide,, St. Clair wrote. 

Thomas was most beloved by sportsmen. The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation gave him its 

highest award in 2015. A steadfast defender of public lands, Thomas told the Outdoor 

Writers of America in 1995 how he would respond to people who suggested disposing of 
public lands: "These lands are our lands - all the lands that most of us will ever own. 

These lands are ours today and our children's in years to come. Such a birthright stands 
alone in all the earth. Hell no!, 

I met Thomas in 1988 at Old Faithful in the middle of the Yellowstone fires. He was a 

visiting biologist assessing the impact of the fires when he got caught up in the firestorm 
that engulfed the area that afternoon. I lost track of him in the chaos, but when I was 
catching up years later, he told me that he had been on the ground next to the Old Faithful 

Inn, covering his head and trying to survive. 

Six years later he stood at the base of Storm King Mountain in Glenwood Springs, Colo., 
waiting for word on 14 firefighters, several under his command who were later found dead. 

As Forest Service chief he ordered his fire managers to stop putting firefighters in front of 

the growing conflagrations like he had seen at Old Faithful and to follow all the safety rules. 

When one manager stood up and said such a limit would prevent them from fighting fires, 

Thomas told the man he was done fighting fires because he was going to take away his red 
card. 

One man started clapping. Others joined in until Thomas had a standing ovation. 

In one startling, public step, Thomas changed firefighting culture. Thomas had learned 
years before that managing wildlife was more about managing people than critters. Before 

he left he taught many of us that ecosystem and fire management are really about a 
willingness to accept change. 

Thomas not only accepted change, he drove it. 

Rocky Barker: 208-377-6484, @RockyBarker 
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NMFSH Volunteer Time & Expense Report 

Volunteer: Location:------------

Report Period (Mark reporting period with an "X") 

__ January 1 to June 30, 2016 __ July 1 to December 31, 2016 

Volunteer Reports show prospective donors how the NMFSH achieves so much on a limited budget. 

Summarize volunteer work weekly include estimate time and miles. Please, if possible complete your 

entries using a computer. 

Week of Hours Miles Expense Activity 

Email of Mail Reports to Museum office 
59806 

Office@forestservicemuseum.org or PO Box 2772, Missoula, MT 



From: FS-Office of the Chief 
Sent: Friday, May 27, 2016 10:58 AM 
To: FS-AII FS <allfs@ms.fs.fed.us> 

Subject: MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF: Passing of Former Forest Service Chief Jack Ward Thomas 

I want to take a moment to reflect on the recent passing of a former leader of the Forest Service team, Jack Ward 

Thomas. Jack passed May 26 after battling cancer the last few years. Jack took on his last challenge just like he did 

everything: using science, being optimistic, and accepting reality, and being straightforward. I will miss Jack, not only 

for his dedication to science and his conservation leadership, but also for his stories. Even when he and I were in a lively 

debate, Jack would have me laughing before we were done. In addition to his many individual accomplishments and 

recognitions, Jack will be remembered as a dedicated scientist for-- through his work-- science was elevated and took 

its' rightful place, providing solutions to conservation challenges. 

Jack was Forest Service Chief from 1993 to 1996. During his tenure and throughout the rest of his life, he provided 

invaluable contributions to forestry and conservation issues, leaving a lasting legacy of achievements. He was the 

epitome of leadership in "Caring for the land, and serving people" when he was with us. 

Jack began his Forest Service career in 1966, in Morgantown, West Virginia as a research wildlife biologist. In the years 

that followed, he developed an amazing career as an agency scientist. He served in a variety of locations, culminating in 

his selection to lead the Forest Service. 

During his tenure, Jack faced numerous challenges, including heavy conflict between the timber industry and the 

environmental community, particularly in the Pacific Northwest, and a controversial presidential forest plan for the 

spotted owl regions of the Pacific Northwest and northern California. Yet through it all, he managed to not only face 

those challenges, but also to develop a pioneering ecosystem management approach on the national forests and 

grasslands. 

Throughout his life, Jack was a prolific writer, publishing over 250 books, chapters, and articles, primarily on elk, deer, 

and turkey biology, wildlife disease, wildlife habitat, songbird ecology, northern spotted owl management, and land use 

planning. He received multiple awards for his work including USDA Distinguished Service and Superior Service Awards; 

Elected Fellow, Society of American Foresters; National Wildlife Federation, Conservation Achievement Award for 

Science; The Aldo Leopold Medal, The Wildlife Society; General Chuck Yeager Award, National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation; and USDA FS Chief's Award for Excellence in Technology Transfer. In addition, he served as president ofThe 

Wildlife Society from 1976 to 1977. 

In short, Jack was an integral part of Forest Service and other forestry history. Not only did he shape our forest 

management philosophy, but he was also a mentor and friend to me and many oftoday's environmental conservation 

leaders, both inside and outside the U.S. Forest Service. He will be greatly missed. 

My thoughts and prayers are with the Thomas family. 

Chief Tidwell 
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SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2016, 6 :19P.M. 

RIP: Jack Ward Thomas left 
legacy in forest, wildlife 
management 

Jack Ward Thomas was selected by the Clinton administration in 1993 to head the U.S. Forest Service. 
(Associated Press) 

PUBLIC LANDS -- -~~~~-.:W.~E.~ ... !.~.9..~.~-~' 81, passed away Thursday, May 26, at his 
home in Florence, Montana, of natural causes, bringing many hunters and 
conservationists to remember his leadership as a wildlife ecologist and 13th chief of 
the U.S. Forest Service. 

The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation was probably aware of his declining health last 

year when the grou P ... ~.C:.~.!.9..~.C:.9. .. ~.~.!. .. ~~-~.h .. ~.!~ ... h.~gh~.~-~---h9..~.2E · 
One of my favorite JWT observations came in 2001, five years after he'd left his 

r . 
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~-orest ~erv1ce post . .He was urging conservation peace ana progress aner 
environmental groups had turned the tide on overcutting on the national forests . 

"Fierce in battle, many of the eco-warriors have been unable 
to come to grips with the consequences of victory and are now 
reduced to wandering about the old battlefields 'bayoneting 
the wounded.' Their counterparts from the resource 
extraction community, likewise, cannot come to terms with 
defeat and hold 'ghost dances' to bring back the good old days 
when they were the undisputed Kings of the West." 

The talk about disposing of federal public lands isn't new. JWT left no doubts about 
his position in a speech before the Outdoor Writers Association of America in 1995: 

Rising to a defiant crescendo, Thomas declared, "Speaking for 
myself, I won't stand for [making public lands private] for me 
and I won't stand for it for my grandchildren and I won't 
stand for it for their children yet unborn. This heritage is too 
precious and so unique in the world to be traded away for 
potage. These lands are our lands -- all the lands that most of 
us will ever own. These lands are ours today and our 
children's in years to come. Such a birthright stands alone in 
all the earth. Hell no!" 

Before dealing with the politics of managing public lands and wildlife, he was a 
leader in wildlife research including the elk and mule deer research in the .~~.'.1E.~.~.Y: 

.~E.~J~.~.!,,in Oregon. Among other things, the project produced important science on 
the detrimental impact motorized vehicle use has on big game. 

Forest Service Chief !~.~ .. !~.g.~~.~J.. .~.~.P..~.~!~.g ... !9..g.~y .. on JWT's passing. 

I want to take a moment to reflect on the recent passing of a 
former leader of the Forest Service team, Jack Ward Thomas. 
Jack passed May 26 after battling cancer the last few years . 
.T:lrk took on h1~ l:l~t rh:lllPnP'P 111~t likP hP c11c1 PVPrvth1nP'~ 
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using science, being optimistic, and accepting reality, and 
being straightforward. I will miss Jack, not only for his 
dedication to science and his conservation leadership, but also 
for his stories. Even when he and I were in a lively debate, 
Jack would have me laughing before we were done. In 
addition to his many individual accomplishments and 
recognitions, Jack will be remembered as a dedicated scientist 
for -- through his work-- science was elevated and took its' 
rightful place, providing solutions to conservation challenges. 

Jack was Forest Service Chief from 1993 to 1996. During his 
tenure and throughout the rest of his life, he provided 
invaluable contributions to forestry and conservation issues, 
leaving a lasting legacy of achievements. He was the epitome 
of leadership in "Caring for the land, and serving people" 
when he was with us. 

Jack began his Forest Service career in 1966, in Morgantown, 
West Virginia as a research wildlife biologist. In the years that 
followed, he developed an amazing career as an agency 
scientist. He served in a variety of locations, culminating in 
his selection to lead the Forest Service. 

During his tenure, Jack faced numerous challenges, including 
heavy conflict between the timber industry and the 
environmental community, particularly in the Pacific 
Northwest, and a controversial presidential forest plan for the 
spotted owl regions of the Pacific Northwest and northern 
California. Yet through it all, he managed to not only face 
those challenges, but also to develop a pioneering ecosystem 
management approach on the national forests and grasslands. 

Throughout his life, Jack was a prolific writer, publishing over 
250 books, chapters, and articles, primarily on elk, deer, and 

htttJ:Ifwww.spokesman.comlblogs/outdoors/2016/mayl29/rip-jack-ward-thomas- left-legacy-forest-wildlife-managemenV 315 



~31/2016 RIP: Jack Ward Thomas left legacy in forest, wildl ife management I The Spokesman-Review 

turkey biology, wildlife disease, wildlife habitat, songbird 
ecology, northern spotted owl management, and land use 
planning. He received multiple awards for his work including 
USDA Distinguished Service and Superior Service Awards; 
Elected Fellow, Society of American Foresters; National 
Wildlife Federation, Conservation Achievement Award for 
Science; The Aldo Leopold Medal, The Wildlife Society; 
General Chuck Yeager Award, National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation; and USDA FS Chief's Award for Excellence in 
Technology Transfer. In addition, he served as president of 
The Wildlife Society from 1976 to 1977. 

In short, Jack was an integral part of Forest Service and other 
forestry history. Not only did he shape our forest 
management philosophy, but he was also a mentor and friend 
to me and many of to day's environmental conservation 
leaders, both inside and outside the U.S. Forest Service. He 
will be greatly missed. 

POSTED MAY 29, 2016, 6:19 P.M. in: forest service, hunting, outdoors, wildlife 

You must be logged in to post comments. Please Jg.s..~.~ .. h~E~ or click the comment box below for options . 

0 Comments The Spokesman-Review • Login 

• Recommend ~ Share Sort by Best 

Start the d1scuss1on 

Be the first to comment. 
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Chief Thomas' Retirement Announcement 
10/10/96 

This is my last Leadership conference. As the Good Book says, "To everything 
there is a season , and a time to every purpose under t he heaven ." It has come 
the time for me t o close out my Forest Service career and move on to a new 
life. I've always said, "When my professional and personal objectives for this 
job have been achieved, I wi ll retire." Not to mention 40 years of service and 
turning 62 years. I have achieved those objectives. The sense of duty and 
honor that brought Margaret and me t o Washington at a most inconvenient time 
has been fulfilled. So, now is the time for me to move on to new challenges 
and a new life and allow new leadership to step f o rward . Fo lks, it is simply 
time for me to head West. My heart is there . I have been away too long. I 
plan to move to Missoula and have accepted the Boone and Crockett Chair at the 
University of Montana. I have always had a hankering to be a teacher. I think 
I will be a good one and having a chance to help train the next wave of 
conservation leaders is another worthy quest. 

These 3 years as Chief of the Forest Service have not always been easy. But 
even in moments of depression, I am glad that I did not step back from the 
challenge. And, I am proud, very proud of what we have achieved together in 
this most turbulent time. The team --YOU--currently leading the Forest Service 
in all of its endeavors--National Forest System; Administration; State and 
Private Forestry; International Forestry; and Research is unparalleled--in my 
totally unbiased opinion-- in any other conservation organization, at any other 
time. You are the best conservation leaders that the Nation has ever had 
l eading the Forest Service--the natural resources model f or conservation 
l eadership! 

One of the things that I have learned while Chief is that our reputation and 
professional credibility are our most valuable asset. Obeying the law and 
telling the truth have served me, and all of us, well. Our direction and 
implementation of our mandates will either strengthen o r erode our goal of 
"conservation l eadership." Even as I "pass the baton" of Forest Service 
leadership to the 14 th Chief, I want you to know that: 

I am proud of the leadership legacy which you represen t for the For est 
Servi ce. 

No work f orce in the Forest Service's proud history has been so diverse, 
nor so committed to achievi ng ou r myriad of goals, objectives, and 
c hallenges to meet the needs o f so many publics. 

All the while, I'm proud to have maintained and maybe even enhanced the 
Forest Service reputation and professional dignity with those whom I 
interacted, including members of Congress, t he Administration, our 
constitutent s, and most of a ll , with our employees! 

I am working c l osely with Secretary Glickman and Under Secretary Lyons to 
assure a 14th Chief in the " long green line" that will sui t our tradition. The 
plan is for me to continue as Chief until our new Chief is ready to take the 
reins. The transit ion will be carri ed out in a manner t hat you would approve. 
I t is essent i al that you rally to the new Chief--quickly and visibly. We 
cannot stand any hesitancy. 

I came to Washington n e arly 3 years ago to honor my debt to the Forest Service 
that had been so very good to me. I want t o believe that I have helped move 



toward our collecti ve vision, done my very best, made my contribution, and it 
is now time to move on--making way for new l eadership for the Forest Service. 
Public Service, the natural resources professions, and the Forest Service have 
all been good to me. I have received honors that I could onl y have dreamed 
possible 40 years ago. 

I asked in a paper once that "What more could we ask but to be here--at this 
place--at this time in history, with a chance to make a difference?" 

I ask that again today . And, as I ask the question I know the answer--so do 
you. You will do well. 

You are the right people, in the right place, and the right time in the history 
of conservation in this country--and in the world--to make a difference. Such 
is your heritage and such, I bel i eve, is your destiny. I believe that! I know 
t hat! So do you. 

Now, it is time to move on to a new chapter in my life, in a new place, in a 
new j ob. I am sad to leave--but, I am eager to go. Life is good. Life is 
precious. It should be lived with appreciation and with gusto. I have always 
done that. I will continue to do that. You do the same. 

Keep the f aith. I' ll see you along the trail. 



United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Office of 
Public Affairs 

News Division 
Room 404-A 
Washington. D.C. 20250 

Release No. 0952.93 

Steve Kinsella (202) 720 -4623 
Tom Amontree (202) 720-4623 

USDA CHARTS NEW COURSE WITH CHANGE IN LEADERSHIP AT FOREST SERVICE 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 17--Today the U.S. Department of Agriculture announced 
new leadership at the U.S. Forest Service. Jack Ward Thomas , a world renowned 
wildlife biologist with a long and celebrated career at the agency will take 
over the helm as the 13th chief of the Forest Service. 

Secretary of Agriculture Mike Espy said, "Jack Ward Thomas has t he 
scientific credentials , the dedication, and the professional integrity to 
guide the agency as we move toward the 21st Century." 

According to Assistant Secretary James R. Lyons, "Thomas' strong research 
background, his demonstrated leadership skills, and his understanding of 
forest and rangeland ecosystem management principles make him the ideal 
individual for the job." 

Earlier this year President Clinton intrusted Thomas with the important 
task of leading the Forest Ecosystem Management Assessment Team. Along with 
his outstanding contribution to the President's Forest Conference he led two 
other high-level scientific teams on northwestern forest ecosystem management. 

"To be asked to serve as Chief of the Forest Service, my professional 
home for 27 years , is an honor. Our challenge and duty is to ensure that t he 
Forest Service emerges from this period of great change and development to 
reaffirm its position as the world's finest natural resource management 
agency," said Jack Ward Thomas. 

Thomas holds degrees in wildlife management, wildlife science, and a 
doctorate in forestry. His professional career spans four decades and includes 
numerous national honors and awards, such as the Wildlife Society's Aldo 
Leopold award , t he National Fish and Wildlife Foundation's "Chuck" Yeager 
award, and the USDA Superior Service award, the highest award granted by the 
Department . Thomas is also an elected Fellow in the Society of American 
Foresters and an Honorary Member of the Wildlife Society. 

Espy also announced that David G. Unger , who has served as acting chief 
is being named as the new Associate Chief of the Forest Service , second in 
command to Thomas. "I want to personally thank Dave Unge r for the leadership 
and guidance he provided as acting chief during this time of transition. As 
Associate Chief Unge r will assist in leadi ng the Forest Service to fully 
imp l ementing its ecological approach to managing the nation's forest and 
rangeland resources," Espy said. 

-more-
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Before taking on his role as acting chief , Unger was associate deputy 
chief for National Forest System with emphasis in the area of conservation . He 
most recently led a national ~n~t~ative to implement and coordinate efforts to 
protect endangered fisheries habitat . 

Lyons added, "Unger's experience in leadership pos~t~ons with both the 
Soil Conservation Service and other agencies at USDA, wil l help accelerate our 
efforts to foster a closer working re lationship between the Department's 
premier natural resource agencies." 
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MESSAGE DISPLAY FOR JERRY WILLIAMS 

To SP Staff 

From: Theresa C. Aledo 
Acting for: Harold T. Nygren 
Postmark: Mar 21,96 12:54 PM 

Host: R06A 

Delivered : Mar 21,96 12:54 PM 

Subject: Forwarded: Status report on Jack Ward Thomas 

Comments : 
From: Theresa C. Aledo : R6 / PNW acting for Harold T. Nygren 
Date : Mar 21,96 12:54 PM 

Previous comments: 
From: Janet M. Newberg : R6/PNW 
Date: Mar 21,96 12:19 PM 
Update on the Chief. 

Message: 
From : Mary Davis:WO 
Date : Mar 21,96 3 : 05 PM 
As most of you know, Chief Jack Ward Thomas went into the hospital 
today for a test known as a heart catheterization, a procedure in 
which a tube is inserted to determine blockages in the arteries 
leading to the heart. Jack had an allergic reaction to one of the 
drugs used for the test, so the procedure was halted . He is spending 
the night in the hospital so that the test can be done with different 
drugs in the morning. He is in good spirits and has talked with 
several folks from the WO. We know that all of you are concerned 
about Jack; if you wish to send him a card, address it to him at the 
office. The cards will be gathered up and delivered to Jack . And, of 
course, we will keep you posted. RF&D's: please share this 
information with your employees . Mary Davis 

-- ----- ========X==== ====-------
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Address 

VITAE 

JACK WARD THOMAS 

Jack Ward Thomas 

Office - Forestry and Range Sciences Laboratory 
USDA Forest Service 
1401 Geke1er Lane 
La Grande, OR 97850 
Phone: 503 963-7122 
FAX: 503 962-6504 

Home - 206 Main Avenue 
La Grande, OR 97850 
Phone: 503 963-4739 

Academic Training 
B.S. 
M.S. 
Ph.D. 

Texas A~ University; Wildlife Management 
West Virginia University 1969; Wildlife Bcology 
University of Massachusetts 1972; Forestry 
(Natural Resources Planning Option) 

Work Experience 
1957-1960 

1960-1966 

1966-1969 

1969-1974 

1974-1993 

Wildlife Biologist and Assistant Project 
Leader, Texas Game and Fish Commission, 
Sonora, TX 

Research Wildlife Biologist and Project 
Leader, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 
Llano, TX 

Research Wildlife Biologist (GS-12), Forest 
Wildlife Relationships Research, USDA Forest 
Service, Morgantown, W. VA 

Research Wildlife Biologist (GS-13), Urban 
Forestry and Wildlife Research, USDA Forest 
Service, Amhurst, MA 

Chief Research Wildlife Biologist and Project 
Leader (GS-14, 15, 16, 17), Range and 
Wildlife Habitat Research, USDA Forest 
Service, La Grande , OR 
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Publications 

Approximately 250 . Primarily in elk, deer, and turkey 
biology, wildlife disease, wildlife habitat, songbird 
ecology, northern spotted owl management, and land-use 
planning. Includes several award winning books including 
•The Elk of North America - Ecology and Management,• 
•wildlife Habitats in Managed Forests- - The Blue Mountains of 
Oregon and Washington,• •wildlife Habitats in Managed 
Rangelands--The Great Basin of Southeastern Oregon,• and •A 
Conservation Strategy for the Northern Spotted Owl.• 

Presentations 
Approximately 230 technical presentations to symposia, 
technical meetings, training sessions, etc . and 225 
non-technical presentations to •lay• audiences on natural 
resource management. There have been an additional 74 
presentations to academic audiences including such 
prestigious lectureships as the Starker Lectureship, Oregon 
State University; the Albright Lectureship, University of 
California at Berkeley; Distinguished Lecturer Series, Texas 
A~ University; Distinguished Lecturer at Rutgers, Utah 
State, University of Arizona, West Virginia University, 
Eastern Oregon State College, University of Toronto, 
University of British Columbia, Forestry Institute of India, 
University of Washington, University of Warsaw, University 
of New Brunswick, University of Calgary, Wildlife Institute 
of India, Colorado State University, Washington State 
University, University of Montana, and others. 

Editorships 

Academic 

Editorial Board, Journal of Forestry, 1980-1984 
Associate Editor, Western Journal Q! Forestry, 1985-1991 
Associate Editor, Landscape ~ ~ Planning, 1990-1992 

Appointmtntl 
1966-1970 Adjunct Professor, West Virginia University 
1970-1973 Adjunct Faculty, University of Massachusetts 
1973-Present Adjunct Professor, Eastern Oregon State 

College 
1974-Present Adjunct Professor, Oregon State University 
1975-Present Adjunct Professor, Washington State 

University 
1976-Present Adjunct Professor, University of Idaho 

International Exptrience 
1974-1978 Cooperating Scientist on Big Game Studies in 

Pakistan 
1980 

1990 

Workshop on Wildlife Techniques (Faculty), 
Wildlife Institute of India 
Workshop on Bio-Diversity, Wildlife Institute 
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Elected 

1974-1992 

In~lygg 

1957 
1969 
1973 
1976 

1976 & 1983 
1979 
1981 

1983 
1983 

1983 

1984 

1985 
1985 
1985 

1986 

1990 
1991 
1991 
1991 

1991 

1991 

1991 
1991 
1992 

1992 

1992 

1992 
1992 

Offi~es 

of India, Dehru Dun and Pachmarchi, India 
Numerous Consulting and Speaking Visits to 
Canada 

Alpha Zeta, Agricultural Honorary 
Sigma Xi - Research Honorary 
Xi Sigma Pi, Forestry Honorary 
Bicentennial Award. u.s. Biocentennial 
Commission 
Publications Awards, The Wildlife Society 
Oregon Wildlife Society Avard 
Binarsen Award, NW Section, The Wildlife 
Society 
Gulf Oil Conservation Award 
Special Recognition Service Award, The 
Wildlife Society 
Outstanding Publication of the Year for Elk 
Q! ~ America, Choicg Magazine 
Natural Resource Employee of the Year, Oregon 
Wildlife Federation 
Distinguished Service Award, USDA 
Elected Pellow, Society of American Foresters 
Earle A. Childs Award, High Desert Museum, 
Bend, OR ($5,000) 
Distinguished Citizen Award, Eastern Oregon 
State College 
Superior Service Award, USDA 
Honorary Membership, The Wildlife Society 
Group Achievement Award, The Wildlife Society 
National Wildlife Federation, Conservation 
Achievement Award for Science 
Oregon Academy of Sciences, Outstanding 
Achievement Award 
Society for Conservation Biology, Outstanding 
Achievement Award 
Giraffe Award, The Giraffe Society 
The Aldo Leopold Medal, The Wildlife Society 
General Chuck Yeager Award, National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation ($15,000) 
Conservationist of the Year, Pacific Rivers 
Council 
Pacific Northwest Region Avard for 
Achievements in Technology Transfer ($1,000) 
Stickleback Award, Ply &Qg and &!il§l Magazine 
USDA Forest Service Chief's Award for 
Excellence in Technology Transfer ($1,000) 

President, Texas Chapter, The Wildlife Society, 1966-1967 
President, The Wildlife Society, 1976-1977 
Regional Representative, The Wildlife Society, 1975-1976 



United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Reply to: 6130 

Forest 
Service 

Washington 
Office 

14th & Independence SW 
P.O. Bo:z 96090 
Washington, DC 20090 · 6090 

Date: November 17, 1993 

Subject : Announcement of new Chief and Associate Chief 

To: All Forest Service Employees 

I am pleased to take this opportunity to personally inform all Forest Service 
personnel that Dr . Jack Ward Thomas has been named the new Chief of the U. S . 
Forest Service . The selection of Dr . Thomas , a senior scientist and a 27 -year 
veteran of the Agency, upholds my commitment to maintaining professional 
leadership in the Forest Service. Dr . Thomas, who comes from the ranks of the 
Agency, who has been a career civil servant, and who has the highest 
professional standing, will start his assignment in Washington on December 1, 
1993. 

I am also happy to announce that Dave Unger will be the new Associate Chief . 
Mr . Unger will remain Acting Chief until December 1. We are grateful for Mr . 
Unger's assistance and guidance during this transitional period. 

Dr. Thomas possesses the necessary leadership experience, scientific 
background, and professional integrity to lead us in addressing the many 
challenges we will face . He brings to the position of Chief a high degree of 
credibility and respect . In addition, he has considerable experience with 
long- range and strategic planning. 

Working with Dr . Thomas and the Forest Service, I have three overriding goals 
I will s ee accomplishe d during my tenure as Assistant Secretary for Natural 
Resources and Environment. These include: increasing the credibility of the 
Forest Service; reinvesting in the professional resource managers who 
constitute the Forest Service ; and moving forward with an ecosystem management 
approach that is scientifically sound and best meets the complex and diverse 
needs of our customers . I believe that accomplishing these goals is essential 
to establish the foundation necessary to meet the challenges before us. In 
addition, before I leave office, the position of Forest Service Chief will 
return to career status . 

The Forest Service has reached an historical crossroads for natural resource 
management . We face the immediate challenge of managing forest resources in 
an integrated and coordinated manner, that is scientifically sound and 
ecologically-based, linking all elements of the forest landscape to meet the 
ever-changing demands of human beings , under ever-changing natural 
conditions. Additionally, we must restore public confidence, respond to an 
increasingly diverse clientele often with divergent values and goals, and to 
diversify our workforce to better reflect the culturally diverse citizenry we 
serve. In this period of shrinking budgets we must do more with less, 
becoming more efficient and responsive to meeting our customer's needs . 
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Confronting these challenges will require teamwork and a clear, shared 
v1s1on. Our combined energy, imagination, ambition, and resourcefulness will 
enable us to achieve our aims and benefit from the many opportunities we shall 
encounter. I am excited and energized to work with Dr. Thomas and with all of 
you in charting a positive and productive future. 

As Assistant Secretary, I am pleased with the opportunity to work with the two 
premier natural resource management agencies in the world . I look forward to 
working with you, and I thank you for your support and patience during this 
period of transition. 

/s/ James R. Lyons 

James R. Lyons 
Assistant Secretary 
Natural Resources and Environment 
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USDA CHARTS NEW COURSE WITH CHANGE IN LEADERSHIP AT FOREST SERVICE 

WASHINGTON, Nov . 17--Today the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
announced new leadership at the U.S . Forest Service. Jack Ward Thomas, a 
world renowned wildlife biologist with a long and celebrated career at the 
agency will take over the helm as the 13th chief of the Forest Service . 

Secretary of Agriculture Mike Espy said, "Jack Ward Thomas has the 
scientific credentials, the dedication, and the professional integrity to 
guide the agency as we move toward the 21st Century." 

According to Assistant Secretary James R. Lyons, "Thomas' strong 
research background, his demonstrated leadership skills, and his 
understanding of forest and rangeland ecosystem management principles make 
him the ideal individual for the job . " 

Earlier this year President Clinton intrusted Thomas with the 
important task of leading the Forest Ecosystem Management Assessment Team. 
Along with his outstanding contribution to the President's Forest 
Conference he led two other high-level scientific teams on northwestern 
forest ecosystem management. 

"To be asked to serve as Chief of the Forest Service, my professional 
home for 27 years, is an honor . Our challenge and duty is to ensure that 
the Forest Service emerges from this period of great change and development 
to reaffirm its position as the world's finest natural resource management 
agency," said Jack Ward Thomas . 

Thomas holds degrees in wildlife management, wildlife science , and a 
doctorate in forestry. His professional career spans four decades and 
includes numerous national honors and awards , such as the Wildlife 
Society's Aldo Leopold award , the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation's 
"Chuck" Yeager award, and the USDA Superior Service award, the highest 
award granted by the Department . Thomas is also an elected Fellow in the 
Society of American Foresters and an Honorary Member of the Wildlife 
Society . 

Espy also announced that David G. Unger, who has served as acting 
chief is being named as the new Associate Chief of the Forest Service, 
second in command to Thomas. "I want to personally thank Dave Unger for 
the leadership and guidance he provided as acting chief during this time of 
transition. As Associate Chief Unger will assist in leading the Forest 
Service to fully implementing its ecological approach to managing the 
nation's forest and rangeland resources," Espy said . 

-more-
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Before taking on his role as acting chief , Unger was associate deputy 
chief for National Forest System with emphasis in the area of conservation . 
He most recently led a national initiative to implement and coordinate 
efforts to protect endangered fisheries habitat. 

Lyons added, "Unger's experience in leadership positions with both the 
Soil Conservation Service and other agencies at USDA, will help accelerate 
our efforts to foster a closer working relationship between the 
Department's premier natural resource agencies." 



BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH 

JACK WARD THOMAS 

Born: Fort Worth, Texas 
September 7, 1934 
Married; wife, Margaret 
2 sons 
Home - LaGrande, OR 

Military Service 

U.S. Naval Reserve 
1952-1956 

U.S. Air Force Reserve 
1957-1969 

Education 

1957 

1969 

1972 

BS in Wildlife Management, Texas A&M 

MS in Wildlife Biology, West Virginia University 

Ph.D. in Forestry (Natural Resources Planning Option), Uni versity of 
Massachusetts 

Work Experience 

1957-
1966 

1966 -
1974 

1974 -
Present 

Wildlife Biologist, Texas Parks and wildlife Department at the 
following locations : Sonora and Llano, Texas 

Research Wildlife Biologist, USDA Forest Service, Morgantown, 
West Virginia; Amherst, Massachusetts 

Chief Research Wildlife Biologist and Project Leader (GS-14, 15, 
16), Range and Wildlife Habitat Research, USDA Forest Service, 
La Grande, OR 

Awards and Honors Include 

1957 Alpha Zeta - Agricultural Honorary 

1969 Sigma Xi (directly elected full -member) - Research Honorary 

1973 Xi Sigma Pi - Forestry Honorary 

1974 Selected for "Who's Who in America" 

1974 Named in American Men & Women of Science, Jaques Cattell Press 

1983 Special Recognition Service Award, The Wildlife Society 



1985 Distinguished Service Award, USDA 

1986 Distinguished Citizen Award, Eastern Oregon State College 

1990 Superior Service Award, USDA 

1991 National Wildlife Federation, Conservation Achievement Award 

1991 Society for Conservation Biology, Outstanding Achievement Award 

1991 Giraffe Award, The Giraffe Society 

1992 Conservationist of the Year , Pacific Rivers Council 

Academic Appointments 

1966- Adjunct Professor, West Virginia University 
1970 

1970- Adjunct Faculty, University of Massachusetts 
1973 

1973- Adjunct Professor, Eastern Oregon State College 
Present 

1974- Adjunct Professor, Oregon State University 
Present 

1975- Adjunct Professor, Washington State University 
Present 

1976- Adjunct Professor, University of Idaho 
Present 

Professional Societies 

Society of American Foresters 

American Society of Mammalogists 

Wilson Ornithological Society 

American Ornithological Union 

Co-chairman, Northeast Deer Study Group, 1966-73 

Northeast Turkey Workers Group, 1966-73 

Society of Range Management 

The Wildlife Society 
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FOREST SERVICE WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST GET USDA AWARD 

Jack Ward Thomas, Project Leader for range and wildlife habitat research 

at the Forestry and Range Sciences Laborator y in La Grande, Or egon, has 

r eceived the Dis tinguished Service Award, the highest honor given by the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture to out standing Federal employees. The laboratory is 

a research faci lity of the Pacific Northwest Forest and Range Experiment 

Station, USDA Forest Service . 

The award ~s in r ecognition of Thomas's contr i butions to the development 

of new knowledge and concepts ~n wildlife management and technical leadership 

1n integrating the management of all wildlife species with timber production, 

grazing, and other land uses . He pl ayed a major role in writing and editing 

two books that have great l y influenced wildlife management: "Wildlife 

Habitats in Managed Fores t s--the Blue mountains of Oregon and Washington," 

published by the Experiment Station in 1979, and "Elk of North America," a 

Wildlife Management Institute Book published by Stackpole Books in 1982. He 

has also written numerous r eports for scientific journal s and made 

presentations on wildli fe topics to many technical and ~on-technical audiences. 

-more-



Thomas attended the award ceremonies ~n Wa.shington, D. c., June 17-19. 

Secretary of Agriculture John Block presented the Distinguished Service Award 

to 14 individuals and three groups. He presented the second highest 

award--the Superior Service Award--to 71 individuals and 11 groups. 

Thomas has received many honors for his work from professional societies 

and ~n 1983 received the Gulf Oil Conservation Award. He has been a research 

leader at the La Grande Laboratory s~nce 1974. Before coming to La Grande, he 

served 7 years as research wildlife biologist at the Forestry Sciences 

Laboratory in Morgantown, West Virginia, a research facility of the 

Northeastern Forest Experiment Station. Earlier he spent several years as a 

wildlife biologist with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department in Sonora and 

Llano. 

Thomas ~s a native of Texas. He did his undergraduate work at Texas A&M, 

earned an M.S. degree in wildlife management at Western Virginia University in 

1969, and completed a Ph.D. in ' forestry at University of Massachusetts in 1972. 

# 

Distribution : Internal; Limited 
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Long-Term Cooperative Study Begun 

A study with a planned duration of 200 years 
has begun on the H.J. Andrews Experimental 
Forest. Its purpose is to document natural decay 
process in the logs and snags of coniferous 
forests. The study is partially supported by PNW 
under a supplement to the cooperative research 
agreement with Oregon State University. 

Plans for the study include placing logs of 
specified ages, sizes, and species at six locations 
on the Experimental Forest, in an attempt to stan
dardize initial log conditions and natural pro
cesses. A specific objective during the first 5 years 
is to characterize and quantify the roles of insects 
in the colonization of logs by decay organisms, 
such as fungi and bacteria. This will be ac
complished by screening a selected set of logs to 
keep insects out. 

Mark Harmon, a research associate at OSU, is 
principal investigator for the initial phase of the 
study (1985-1990), but PNW and university scien
tists from several disciplines will be involved. PNW 
has provided $6,800 for construction of the insect 
exclosures. Additional support is provided through 
a timber sale on the Experimental Forest and by 
funds from the National Science Foundation, 
which supports the Experimental Forest as a 
Long-Term Ecological Research Site. 

According to Jerry Franklin , PNW coordinator, 
the long-term study will be relatively secure 
because it is located at a site dedicated to 
research and is supported by several institutions. 
Further protection is provided by the six replica
tions scattered over the Experimental Forest. 
There are also plans to publicize the study with an 
early report of progress. 

New Posters on Display at Directors Office 

The display of posters prepared for scientific 
meetings at the Station Director's conference room 
at the Multnomah Building in Portland has been 
changed. The two now on view include one on 
product recovery from live and dead lodgepole 
pine prepared by Tom Fahey, Tom Snellgrove, and 
Marlin Plank (Portland) and one on the use of 
forest residue in interior Alaska for residential 
firelogs by George Sampson (Fairbanks). 

Personnel Changes at Region 6 

Dick Ferraro, who has been Director of Program 
Development and Budget at Region 6, is the new 
Deputy Regional Forester for Administration . He 
replaces Claude Elton, who retired recently. 

( rhomas Receives USDA Award 
. .. Project Leader Jack 

Thomas, La Grande, has 
received the Distinguished 
Service Award-the highest 
award given by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. 
The award was based on 
Thomas' extensive work on 
wildlife habitat , particularly 
his role in writing and editing 
two books that have greatly 
influenced wildli fe manage
ment: "Wildlife Habitats in 

Jack Thomas Managed Forests- the Blue 
Mountains of Oregon and Washington," published 
by PNW in 1979, and " Elk of North America," a 
Wildlife Management Institute Book published in 
1982. In addition, Thomas has written extensively 
for scientific journals and made many presenta
tions to technical and non-technical groups. 

Thomas participated in an award ceremony in 
Washington, D.C., June 17-19, at which Agriculture 
Secretary John Block presented the Distinguished 
Service Award to 14 individuals and three groups. 
The second highest award-the Superior Service 
Award , went to 71 individuals and 11 groups. 

Forestry Research West Wins Award 

Forestry Research West, the magazine pub
lished by the four western FS Experiment Stations, 
primarily for land managers, won third place in the 
periodicals division of the 1984 Blue Pencil Com
petition. The annual competition is sponsored by 
the National Association of Government Com
municators to recognize outstanding government 
publ ications. The award is based on editorial con
tent, layout, design, and cost-effectiveness. There 
were more than 800 entries in all divisions of the 
1984 competition. 

The magazine is edited by Rick Fletcher at 
Rocky Mountain Station for the four western 
Stations. Writer-editor Dorothy Bergstrom writes 
the articles about PNW research . 

Personnel Changes in the WO 

Robert Nelson has been named Director of the 
Wild life and Fisheries Staff, succeeding Dale 
Jones, who has retired. 

John Leasure, assistant to the Deputy Chief for 
Programs and Legislation, will succeed William 
Rice as Director of Program Development and 
Budget. 



New Publications 

Request from Publications, Portland (FTS 
429-6756), by distribution number in parentheses. 

van Hees, Willem W.S. Timber resource statistics 
for the Yakataga inventory unit, Alaska, 1976. 
Resource Bulletin PNW-124, 1985. (84-171) 

van Hees, Willem W.S. Land ownership patterns in 
the Tanana River Basin, Alaska, 1984. Research 
Paper PNW-335, 1985. (84-217) 

The following publications are not available from 
Publications but reprints may be obtained from 
staff members as indicated. 

Ching Y. Li and Earl E. Nelson. Persistence of 
benomyl and captan and their effects on 
microbial activity in field soils. Bull. Environ. 
Contam. Toxicol. 34: 533-540, 1985. (Li , 
Corvallis) 

Wickstrom, Mark L. , Charles T. Robbins, Thomas 
A. Hanley, and others. Food intake and foraging 
energetics of elk and mule deer. Journal of 
Wildlife Management 48(4): 1285-1301, 1984. 
(Hanley, Juneau) 

Youngs, Lorna C. and Robert W. Campbell. Ants 
preying on pupae of the western spruce bud
worm, Choristoneura occidentalis (Lepidoptera: 
Tortricidae) , in eastern Oregon and western Mon
tana. The Canadian Entomologist 116: 
1665-1669, 1984. (Martha Brookes, Corvall is) 

Published by Information Services, Pacific North
west Forest and Range Experiment Station, PO. 
Box 3890, Portland, Oregon 97208. Dorothy 
Bergstrom, editor, telephone 503/231-2092 or FTS 
429-2092. 

University Cooperative Research Agreements 

Recently signed supplements to PNW's 
cooperative research agreements with universities 
provide for the following studies: 

• Regeneration of white spruce after timber 
harvest: assessment of early seedling establish
ment and survival 14 years after harvest. Stanton 
Cook, University of Oregon, is principal in
vestigator for the 10-month, $7,363 study. John 
Zasada is PNW coordinator. 

• Measure food intake of tame deer and 
develop a methodology for incorporating the diet 
selection process into a model of carrying capacity 
of deer habitat in southeast Alaska. Charles Rob
bins, Washington State University, is principal 
investigator for the 20-month, $35,000 study. Tom 
Hanley is PNW coordinator. 

• Conduct a problem analysis of the habitat 
relationships of marten and fisher in late succes
sional Douglas-fir forests in Washington and deter
mine whether the concept of indicator species is 
useful in managing to protect associated species. 
Keith Aubry and Stephen West, University of 
Washington, are principal investigators. Len Rug
giero is PNW coordinator. 

• Prepare manuscripts on studies of sequential 
sampling for western spruce budworm. Douglas 
Allen, State University of New York , will conduct 
the short-term, $5,600 project. Boyd Wickman is 
PNW coordinator. 

• Determine appropriate biomass equations for 
the dominant species in six forested plant com
munities of southeast Alaska. John Yarie, Univer
sity of Alaska , is principal investigator for the 
30-month, $24,958 study. Fred Larson is PNW 
coordinator. 

• Maintain the organization of the Alaska 
Ecological Reserves Council, prepare establish
ment reports for 17 proposed Research Natural 
Areas, and support the third year of a study of the 
effects of the Rosie Creek Fire in the Bonanza 
Creek Experimental Forest . Glenn Juday, Univer
sity of Alaska, will carry out the 1-year, $26,500 
plan of work. Ken Wright is PNW coordinator. 
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LA GRANDE LABORATORY GETS NEW LEADER 

Dr . Jack W. Thomas, a research wildlife 

biologist, has been named to head U.S . Forest 

Service research at the Range and Wildlife Habitat 

Laboratory in La Grande, Oregon. He will direct 

the current research program on cattle grazing 

and deer and elk habitat, and initiate new studies 

on nongame species and the aesthetic aspects of 

wildlife, according to Dr. Robert E. Buckman, 

Director of the Pacific Northwest Forest and 

Range Experiment Station in Portland. 

Jack W. Thomas Thomas comes to La Grande from a position as 

research wildlife biologist for the Environmental 

Forestry Research Uni t at the Forest Service's Northeast Experiment Station 

in Amherst, Mass. His job there was to seek ways to improve the quality of 

urban environments by enhancement of vegetation and wildlife in densely 

populated areas. 

Before joining the Forest Service, Thomas was on the research staff of 

the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and the Texas Game and Fish 

Commission. He was studying the habitat requirements of deer, wild turkeys, 

squirrels, and grouse, and the effects of timber management on wildlife. 

-more-
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Buckman said the research program in La Grande is being redirected 

to include study of the complex interrelationships of wildlife, including 

birds and small mammals, with their environment, and the possibilities 

for enhancing non~ame uses of wildlife. Scientists will be concerned 

with the aesthetic aspects of wildlife, such as wildlife viewing areas, 

rather than solely with big game production. Range ecosystem research, 

long established at La Grande, will continue to be an important part of 

the progr am. 

In La Gr ande, Thomas replaces George Garrison, who is now at the 

Experiment Stati on headquarters in Portland as Assistant to the Station 

Director for Research Planning and Application. 

A native Texan, Thomas did his undergraduate work at Texas A&M, 

earned an M.S. degree in wildlife management at West Virginia Universi ty, 

and recently completed a Ph.D. a t University of Massachusetts. He is 

author of many scientific reports. 

Thomas, his wife , and two sons wil l live in La Grande . 

-30-
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WATCHABLE WILDLIFE CONFERENCE 
OCTOBER 28-29, 1994 

BURLINGTON, VT 

Security Contact: Anne Walsten, Special Agent, Green Mnt NF 
Communication Coordinators: Cindy Swanson, Wildlife Economist, Wildlife, 
Fish & Rare Plants, WO; Mary Jeanne Packer, PAO and Planner, Green Mnt NF 

RIDAY OCTOBER 28 

6:50 am 
8 : 11 am 

9:00 am 
10 : 05 am 

10 : 20 am 

11:00 am 

11:30 am 

12:00 pm 

1:00 pm 

3 : 30 pm 

Depart from National, Delta Flight 528 
Arrive Boston, MA 

Depart Boston, Delta Flight 4324 
Arrive at Burlington Airport . Escorts : Bob 
Nelson , Director, Wildlife, Fish & Rare Plants, 
WO; Cindy Swanson 

Arrive Sheraton Hotel & Conference ~enter, 
Burlington, VT. Confirmation 4928119; (800) 
677. 6576; Fax: (802) 865.6670 

Briefing with Cindy Swanson and Mary Jeanne 
Packer 

Photos with "Eyes on Wildlife" Award 
Recipients; (Host Cindy Swanson) 

No Host Lunch with "Eyes on Wildlife" Award 
Recipients & Guests : Bob Nelaon; Cindy Swanaon; 
Mary Jeanne Packer; Laura Mitchell, Acting 
National Nature Watch Coordinator, Cherokee NF , 
TN; Deborah Richie, Rl Nature Watch 
Coordinator, Missoula, MT ; Charlie Vandeaoer, 
Wildl ife Biologist, Mt Baker - Snoqualmie NF, WA; 
Elizabeth Milliman, Wildlife Biologist, Hood 
Canal RD, Olympic NF, WA; Nigel Blakley, 
Pilchuk and Black Hills Audubon Societies, WA; 
Connie Chaney, District Ranger, Mio RD, 
Huron-Manistee NF, MI; Bob Heaa, Michigan DNR; 
Naomi Edelson, Wildlife Diversity Coordinator, 
International Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies. 

Visit Watchable Wildlife Sessions to prepare 
for closing comments; (Host Cindy Swanson) 

Participate in Conference Closing Session 
3 :35 pm: Senator Patrick Leahy (D-VT) live via 
satellite; 
3 : 55 pm: Dr. Allan Egbert, Executive Director, 
Florida 

Game & Fresh Water Fish Commission 
4 : 15 pm: Chief Thomas 
4 :35 pm: Hank Fischer, Northern Rockies 

Representative, Defenders of Wildlife 
4 :55 pm : Colorado Video 



5:05 pm 

5:45 pm 

6:20 pm 

7:30 pm 

9:00 pm 

Media Session, Q&A; (Host Renee Vandlik, PAO,· 
R9 -RO) 

Vermont Viewing Guide Reception; (Host Terry 
Hoffman, FS, Green Mtn NF) 
5:45 prn: Bill Schneider, Publisher, Falcon 
Press 
5:50 pm: Sara Vickerman, Director of State 
Conservation 

Programs, Defenders of Wildlife (intro 
of Fed Partners, Chief Thomas) 

6:00 pm: Al Elser, Commissioner, VT Dept. Fish 
& Wildlife 

Fprrnal Program Ends 

No Host Dinner at the Sheraton: Larry Payne; 
Terry Hoffman; Joe ~chael•, S&PF; Rich Guldin, 
Research; Jane Difley, Executive Director, VT 
Natural Resouces Council; Barbara Ripley, 
Secretary, VT Agency of Natural Resources; (alt 
Al Elser, Commisioner, VT Dept of Fish & 
Wildlife) ; Larry Forcier, Dean, University of 
VT School of Natural Resources; Roberta 
Borland, Executive Director, VT Forest Products 
Association (alt Bill Sayre, Chair VT Timber 
Policy Task Force); Denni• Shafer, Executive 
Director, Green Mountain Club (alt ~evin 
Peterson, Appalachian Trail Conference); 
Richard Carbonetti, Consulting Forester, member 
Northern Forest Lands Council (alt Brendan 
Whittaker, member NFLC); Brian Keefe, Aide of 
Senator Jeffords; Bob Paquin, Aide of Senator 
Leahy ; Rick Cables , FS, White MOuntain NF; 
Monty Fisher, Chair Governor's Committee on the 
Environ~ent and New England Rep, National 
Wildl i fe Federation 

End of Scheduled Events 



SATURDAY OCTOBER 29 

6:30 am 

8 : 00 am 

8:30 am 

11:30 prn 

11 :45 pm 

1:15 prn 
2:20 pm 

3:20 pm 
4:59 pm 

No Host Breakfast Buffet at Sheraton. 
Discussion item, Legacy Program. Larry Payne; 
Terry noffman; Rick Cables; Dick Ackerman, 
Lands and Legacy, Green Mtn NF; Joe Michaela; 
VT Governor Howard Dean, MD; Conrad •counia• 
Motyka, Cornrnission~r, VT Dept of Forests; Parks 
and Recreation; Warren A;chey, State Forester, 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts; Tom Dokaa, 
Office of State Forester, Maine; Wandall Sapp, 
VP, Champion International 

Leave Sheraton for Burlington Airport. 
Escort :Terry Hoffman 

Fly v ia charter aircraft over Legacy Tracts, 
northern forest VT and NH lands, & Sugarbush 
Ski Area. Dick Ackerman; Joe Michaels; 
Governor Howard Dean; Conrad "Connie" Motyka; 
Warren Archey; Torn Dokes; Wendall Sapp · 

Return to Burlington Airport 

Lunch near airpor; (Host Terry Hoffman) 

Depart Burlington, Delta Flight 4327 
Arrive Boston, MA 

Depart Boston, MA, Delta Flight 1271 
Arrive Washington National 
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Animal Rights Protests Anticipated at Watchable Wildlife Conference {WWC) -
CASH the Committee to Abolish Sport Hunting recently applied to be an exhibitor 
and purchase ad space in the program, but was refused due to its role which is 
counter to the purpose of the conference. As a result, CASH has threatened 
legal action . Anne Muller, president of CASH, and a representative for the 
Fund for Animals, plans to attend the conference. Conference organizers are 
developing a crisis plan to respond to any demonstrations. 

In other developments, animal rights groups, Fund for Animals, Inc. and Green 
Mountain Animal Defenders, filed suit 10/14 to block Vermont's two-day moose 
hunt scheduled for 10/17 & 18. The Fund for Animals is a 200,000 member 
national group dedicated to banning all sports hunting. They plan protests at 
moose reporting stations. Named in the suit: Bruce Babbit, Mollie Beattie, 
and the Vermont Commissioner of Fish & Wildlife. Michael Markarian , Campaign 
Coordinator, claims that because us Fish & Wildlife Service allocated money to 
the State to "study" the moose herd (including the hunt), NEPA should have been 
done, and all of the effects of the hunt disclosed. Their plans, if any, to 
participate in the conference are unknown. 

Stakeholders : 
Al Elser -- Commissioner of Vermont Department of Fish & Wildlife -
(and his "boss" Barbara Ripley -- Secretary, Vermont Agency of Natural 
Resources) -- is being sued; supports hunt to control moose 
population; estimates populati on to be between 1,700 - 1,800, and 
growing at 10 percent .annually. The first year of the season was 
1993, with 25 permits. Forty permits were issued this year. 

Governor Howard Dean has confidence in the Vermont Department of 
Fish & Wildlife, and supports its position. 

Monty Fischer -- NB Representative of the National Wildlife Federation 
(NWF) -- hasn ' t stated a position on moose hunting; avoids discussing, 
because of political pressures (some members are anti -hunting and 
others/political contacts are pro-hunting) ; NWF is one of the national 
partners in Watchable Wildlife . 

Max Peterson/Naomi Edelson -- International Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies -- wrote to Anne Muller, CASH, on 9/26, and stated 
that a CASH advertisement or exhibit at the conference would be 
inappropriate, given the conference purpose ; LAFWA is one of the 
national Watchable Wildlife partners, and handles all finances 
associated with the 1994 conference. 



Wildlife Diver•ity Funding Initiative -- (The Chief was briefed on this topic 
by staff from the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
(IAFWA) in preparation for his meeting with the Society of Environmental 
Journalists earlier this month. In addition to this briefing, those materials 
would be helpful.) The Wildlife Diversity Funding Initiative is a mechanism 
for generating adequate and dependable sources of funds specifically earmarked 
for the conservation and enjoyment of watchable wildlife. It is the most 
far-reaching wildlife conservation initiative in more than half a century. The 
IAFWA says that the "Initiative is an ingenious way of investing in the future 
by giving Americans the opportunity to contribute to conserving the fish and 
wildlife they care so deeply about." 

The proposal put forth by the IAFWA is to add a modest surcharge onto outdoor 
recreational equipment, similar to those surcharges hunters and anglers have 
long paid on their equipment and accessories under the Sport Fish and Wildlife 
Restoration Act~. By modeling the initiative after programs already in place, 
IAFWA can insure that administrative costs would be low, and that all funds 
would be earmarked for state-based wildlife conservation, education, and 
recreation . Funds would emphasize wildlife conservation, but would also enhance 
hiking, canoeing and nature trails, wildlife viewing blinds and towers, and 
nature centers, and the availability of on-site naturalists, brochures, viewing 
guides and other educational materials. 

Stakeholder•: 
Max Peterson/Naomi Edelson -- International Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies -- is spearheading the Initiative, and represents 
public fish and wildlife agencies in all fifty states and elsewhere in 
North America. 

Seven other national conservation organizations have joined as a 
steering committee for the Initiative: World Wildlife Fund, National 
Wildlife Federation, National Audubon Society, Wildlife Management 
institute, American Fisheries Society, the Wildlife Society, and 
Defenders of Wildlife. 

Capitol Tree Project The GMNF will supply the US Capitol Christmas Tree 
this holiday season. The 60' balsam fir, to be felled on NFS lands in Windham 
County, represents a partnership between the FS and VT Department of 
Agriculture, local chambers of commerce and national businesses. It will be 
delivered on an antique Mac Truck, and en route used to promote VT Christmas 
trees, products, and tourism opportunities thronghout VT, MA, CT, PA and MD. A 
lighting ceremony is scheduled for 5 pm on December 14th. This is the third 
time that the GMNF has been selected to provide the Capitol Christmas Tree. 

Stakeholders: 
Senator Leahy -- (Aide Bob Paquin) - - member of the Capitol Tree 
partnership -- is raising funds to send VT school children, who are 
responsibla for tree decorations, to DC for the lighting ceremony . 

Governor Dean -- supports the project and views it as an excellent 
opportunity to promote VT and its products; will also receive the tree 
for the People of VT from the FS at a ceremony in Bennington on 
December 1st. 



Sugarbush Ski Area BIS and Pending Sale -- The FS is preparing an BIS for a 
proposal to withdraw water from the Mad River and expand snowmaking at the 
Sugarbush Ski Resort. Due to the economic importance of the ski industry in VT 
and the precedent-setting nature of this study, there is high interest in the 
BIS. Recently, Leslie B. Otten, owner of Sunday River Ski Resort in MB and 
recent purchaser of the Attitash Ski Resort in NH (White Mtn NF), announced 
~hat he intends to purchase Sugarbush-- contingent upon completion of the BIS 
and decision to authorize snowmaking by May 1995 which is necessary to expand 
snowmaking abilities for the 1995-1996 session. Otten also wants assurance 
that a 40-year permit will be issued concurrent with closing. 

The pending purchase has elevated pressure to accelerate the BIS schedule. The 
FS and cooperating federal agencies (Corps, EPA, FWS) agree that an optimistic 
schedule will produce a decision in late summer 1995, too late for construction 
next season. Time is needed for agency and public review of documents, comment 
periods, and agreement on basic assumptions and procedures for the analysis 
(such as range of alternatives and validation of volume of water needed) . The 
FS response to Otten has been that Sugarbush is a FS high priority. The FS is 
working diligently on the BIS and special use permit, but cannot assure him 
that it will meet his desired schedule. 

Stakeholders: 
Governor Howard Dean -- pro skiing; supports expanded snowmaking; 
believes all major issues were resolved through an earlier state 
permitting ?rocess; wants the FS to meet Otten's schedule. 

Senators Leahy and Jeffords (Aides Bob Paquin and Brian Keefe) 
support the Snowmaking project; are informed of the schedule concern, 
but have not put pressure on to accelerate the schedule to date. 

Barbara Ripley -- Agency of Natural Resources (ANR) -- issued state 
permits after reaching a mediated settlement of water withdrawal 
issues with Vermont Natural Resources Commission, Sierra Club, TO and 
Vt Federation of Sportsman ' s Clubs. An ANR hydrologist recently 
requested more activ~ participation in completion of the BIS study. 

Jane Difley -- Vermont Natural Resource Commission -- views Sugarbush 
as precedent-setting for other water. withdrawal proposal in VT; wants 
active participation in the study of water needs and storage/source 
alternatives . 

Lew Milford -- Conservation Law Foundation -- signed an agreement with 
Sugarbush to request that the FS prepare an EIS for this project; 
views this BIS as precedent-setting for future snowmaking proposals. 

Lamb Brook Law•uit -- Projects in the the Lamb Brook area include two timber 
sales totalling about 3 million board feet, other non-commercial timber 
activities designed to benefit wildlife, construction of 1.3 miles of 
low-standard road, reconstruction of another 1.7 miles of road, and relocation 
of several miles of snowmobile trails including ~orne new construction. After 
extensive scientific/technical review and public involvement, FS employees 
released a state-of-the-art Environmental Assessment in January 1993. Comments 
following that release were included in the Decision Notice and Finding of No 
Significant Impact, issued in February 1993 by the Manchester District Ranger. 



Appeals were filed, but the decision was upheld at both first- and second-level 
appeals by the Forest Supervisor and the Regional Forester. 

In August 1994, a lawsuit was filed by eight environmental groups and five 
individuals, including two appellants whose requests were denied [James M. 
Northup, former Green Mountain National Forest Planning Officer, and Preserve 
Appalachian Wilderness (PAW)/ Mathew Jacobson]. Other litigants include the 
Conservation Law Foundation Inc ., National Audubon Society, Sierra Club, The 
Wilderness Society, Green Mountain Forest Watch (a frequent appellant of other 
projects on the Forest), and RESTORE: The North Woods (a frequent appellant on 
the White Mountain National Forest) . Issues include classification of the 
5,500-acre project area as a Roadless Area, impacts to neotropical migratory 
songbirds, and effects of road construction and use on black bear habitat. 

The Forest and the litigants likely will enter negotiations for settlement of 
this case . The FS offered a set a ground rules to the plaintiffs for the 
negotiation. These are being reviewed and debated currently. It is not public 
information that there may be negotiations. This should not be released by the 
chief . 

A wind power electric generating facility proposed by Green Mountain Power as a 
special use for a parcel of the land involved in the suit will be postponed 
until negotiations with the litigants are completed . 

Stakeholders: 
Vermont Governor Dean (D), Senator Leahy (D-VT), and Senator Jeffords 
(R-VT) -- have made public statements encouraging the resolution 
outside court . However, there are considerable differences among the 
politicians as to how the negotiations should proceed and what a 
desired outcome would be . 

Roberta Borland -- Executive Director of the Vermont Forest Product 
Association -- Bill Sayre, Rich Carbonetti, and others timber 
interests -- are concerned that we would consider negotiations, 
support going, to court immediately, fighting and winning. 

Connie Motyka -- Commissioner, VT Department of Forests, Parks and 
Recreation -- is with the industry on this and would like to see the 
wood available now. There i s also concern that this will jeopardize 
the land acquisition program and legacy efforts. 

Barbara Ripley -- Executive Director, Vermont Agency of Natural 
Resources, and Al Elser -- Commissioner, VT Department of Fish and 
Wildlife are concerned about the impacts of the proposed road 
building on bear habitat. 

Other Congressionals -- D.Boren (D -OK) -- has introduced legislation 
to protect special a=eas from logging. The legislation lists Lamb 
Brook as one of only two areas in VT that would qualify. This is at 
the urging of the plaintiffs -- primarily Mathew Jacobson of Green 
Mountain Forest Watch and Preserve Appalachian Wilderness (PAW) . Local 
media attention about the proposed legislation is in favor of its 
passage. 



aeneral Strategy for Forest Public relations work - Showcase the GMNF as a home 
to competent, highly trained, and reasonable professionals who have been 
empowered by the Regional Office to make decisions about this National Forest. 
Portray GMNF employees as friends and neighbors (not faceless bureaucrats) who 
are just trying to do their job: in this case, implement this project -- as 
part of the "overall Forest Plan-- that is opposed by a vocal minority. Be 
cautious about selling the final Lamb Brook decision, as negotiations could 
change that . Emphasize the importance of the process we use to make decisions 
and Conservation Leadership: listening and valuing all opinions and always open 
to better ideas or new information. Keep all key audiences, including the 
media, as informed about the process as possible . 

Green Mountain Power (GMP) Wind-Power EIS -- GMP applied for a special use 
permit two years ago to construct and operate approximately 75 wind turbines on 
the GMNF-- to be the first commercial application of wind power in VT and on 
NFS lands, nation-wide . In o~·der to evaluate effects, the FS planned to 
conduct an BIS, and was prepared to hire a consultant . A portion of the 
proposed area for installation of the wind turbines, however, is within the 
Lamb Brook area. Due to a recent lawsuit in response to a planned timber 
harvest in the Lamb Brook area, and based upon the advice of OGC, the FS has 
deferred the Wind Power BIS for at least 90 days. During this time, the FS and 
Lamb Brook plaintiffs will enter into discussions to seek resolution of the 
issues raised in the Lamb Brook lawsuit. 

Stakeholder•: 
GMP -- wants to begin the EIS now; received a $3 million grant last 
summer through the Department of Energy and the Electric Power 
Research Institute; is concerned it will lose this money if the 
project is delayed. 

Senator Leahy -- (aide Bob Paquin) -- supportive of wind-power 
project, although has not stated so publicly. 

Lew Milford -- Conservation Law Foundation is a plaintiff in the 
Lamb Brook lawsuit, yet very supportive of windpower . 

Long Trail NST Deaign•tion -- In September, the Board of Directors of the Green 
Mountain Club (GMC) approved c recommendation by the Club's Land Protection 
Committee to seek an amendment to the National Trail System Act, and designate 
the Long Trail System a National Scenic Trail. Under the amendment, the 
Secretary of Interior, through NPS would be given overall responsibility for 
administration of the system. Administration of the trail would be transferred 
to the Forest Service; trail and corri dor management would be delegated to the 
Green Mountain Club. 

Lands purchased under the program woul d be with state and federal funding, and 
jointly owned by the state and federal governments . Partial funding for 
administration of the land acquisition and management programs would come 
through a National Park Service-Green Mountain Club cooperative agreement . The 
Green Mountain Club would lead the acquisition program working closely with 
state and federal acquisition staf fs . 

Stakeholders: 



Governor Howard Dean -- believes the Long Trail is a national treasure 
worthy of protection; supports further public land acquisition; is 
concerned how long the State of Vermont can continue to financially 
support Long Trail Acquisition. 

Senator Leahy -- (ai~e Bob Paquin) -- supports protection of the Long 
Trail and legislation to that effect along with Senator Jim Jeffords 
and Representative Bernard Sanders. 

Dennis Shaffer -- Executive Director of the Green Mountain Club -- is 
proposing the legislation; believes the trail is a national treasure 
which the population as a whole should support; believes trail and 
corridor management responsibilities should be handled by the GMC; is 
very comfortable working with the FS as a management partner . 

Koo•alaaoo Bcotouriam Partnership State and federal natural resource and 
land managers, as well as private corporations, conservation groups and ski 
touring center operators make the conservation of natural areas a priority in 
the Moosalamoo area. Explicitly linking the concepts of conservation and 
tourism together, however, is a new approach for providing visitor information 
and marketing of the area. The recent founding of the Moosalamoo Ecotourism 
Partn~rship offers the opportunity for specialists in tourism and conservation 
to learn from each other, and to develop an initiative for the conservation of 
Moosalamoo's natural resources . The partnership's purpose is to provide a 
framework for cooperative activities : to develop a logo and interpretive 
messages ; to develop a comprehensive map using Geographic Information System 
technology; to print and distribute a map and brochure; and to design and 
install consistent int~rpretive and information signage throughout the area . 

The Moosalamoo Ecotourism Partnership brings together many different groups, 
agencies, and businesses including : the GMNF; Branbury State Park ; Green 
Mountain National Forest; Blueberry Hi ll Inn & Ski Touring Center; Keewaydin 
Foundation - Environmental education; Green Mountain Club - Hiking; Vermont 
Association of Snow Travelers - Snowmobiling; Catamount Trail Association -
Cross-country skiing ; Churchill House Inn; Middlebury College Snow Bowl -
Downhill skiing; University of Vermont , School of Natural Resources ; Vermont 
Natural Resources Council; Otter Creek Audubon Society; Brandon Chamber of 
Commerce ; Central Vermont Public Service Corporation 

Poreet Legacy Program 
Forest Legacy is a federal acquisition program whereby the US purchases tracts 
of land or conservation easements, in areas identified by states, to protect 
environmentally important forested a reas from conversion to non-forest uses. 
To date, four cases have been closed-- t wo in VT, one in MN, one in NH. A11 
parties involved would like more acquisiti ons, and the obligation of the 
approximately $26 million availab l e f or purchasing land . Reasons for delay in 
implementation of the program i nclude : usual start-up concerns related to new 
programs; staffing levels; differing views on acquisition priorities and goals 
as well as interpretations of t he law (as between States and FS, landowners and 
FS, NFS and S&PF, OGC and FS); and t he negotiation discussions which develop 
conservation easement stipula~ions , t ailoring each transaction to meet the 
landowner's wishes . The FS is address i ng these issues with ongoi ng discussions 
and increased staffing. 



Stakeholders : 
National Association of State Foresters -- has "lobbied" Senator 
Leahy's staff on the issue, and perhaps contacted the Chief's office 
as well . The Senator's sta ff will be supportive, but, will want to 
have answers to progress . 

Governor Dean (and other Saturday 10/ 29 breakfast participants) 
very supportive, but interes ted in speeding acquisitions up . 

Green MOuntain HP Land Acquisition Program 
Senator Leahy strongly supports GMNF land acquisition, and annually f i nances $2 
to $3 million for it . He is , however, conce rned that the current annual 
appropriation for land acquisition is not adequate or sufficient to acquire all 
the lands which are presently available and which are needed for addition to 
the Green MOuntain National Forest. Years ago the GMNF initiated a procedure 
where it would seek consent from t he Town Selectboard, before it acquired land 
within that Town. This procedur e reflected certain provisions of Vermont 
statutes, however, OGC took the position that those statutory provisions were 
not binding upon the US and t hat s uch Town consent was not legally necessary 
for FS acquisitions . Recently, two Towns unsuccessfully brought suit against 
the US, challenging a FS acquis i tion f or which Town consent had not been 
obtained. With the issuance of t h is favorable court decision, it is believed 
that this is an opportune time t o change GMNF acquisition procedures to conform 
to OGC advice, and the position advocat ed by the US in court, that Town consent 
is not necessary . The GMNF still desires s ome form of interactions with Towns 
and is currently preparing to contac t all Towns within the GMNF to discuss 
future acquisition procedures. I n the inter im, rangers have a total of 30 to 
40 new offers for sale of land which are i n abeyance until town contacts are 
completed . 

Stakeholders 
Senator Leahy -- (aide Bob Paquin) -- very interested in the program, 
and in increasing the pace. 

Governor Dean - - very interested in the program, and increasing the 
pace of acquisition; an ardent supporter of public acquisi tion. 

Pinal Report of the Northam Lands Council 
The Northern Forest Lands Counci l recent l y made recommendations to reinforce 
traditional patterns of land owne r ship and u se in New England. Their 
recommendations include : fostPring stewardship of private land; protecting 
exceptional resources; strengt hening economies of rural communi ties; and 
promoting more informed decisions. Some gr oups are fearful that these 
recommendations will directly affect propert y rights and lead to wholesale 
federal acquisition, while most others are favorably impressed. 

Stakeholders 
Senator Leahy -- (aide Bob Paquin) - - interested in the projected 
direction . 

Governor Dean -- inte res t ed in the projected direction . 

Purchaaa of the Manchaatar Ranger Di s trict Office 



The GMNF received an allocation of $800 thousand in FY 95 to acquire land for 
the construction of a new office . A second allocation of $800 thousand in PY 
96 is anticipated. General communi t y support exists for this project. Forest 
lands personnel are beginning the acquisit ion process . 

Stakeholder• 
Senator Leahy (aide Bob Paqui n ) - - was instrumental in getting the 
funding for this work ; is likel y interested in how we will implement 
the project . 

Governor Dean may have a peri pheral interest . 

Vermont Youth Forest Camp (Americorps) 
As a part of the National Service I niti a t ive, the GMNF and the Ve~ont Youth 
Conservation Corps (VYCC) have entered a partnership to provide a Vermont 
AmeriCorps project . The project wa s ori ginally proposed in April of 1994 and 
was approved for implementation in FY 95 . The scheduled starting date for 
corpamembera is January 1, 1995 . 

The project will provide for a twenty-pers on r esidential camp, located as 
closely as possible to project si t es on t he GMNF . VYCC will administer the 
camp, complete all recruitment and super v ise the crews. The GMNF will provide 
coordination and develop projects to be completed . Funding comes primarily 
from the Forest Service, with smalle r amounts from non-federal matching funds, 
and other partners. The GMNF and VYCC have f ull-time coordinators working to 
meet the project start-up date . Curr ent emphasis is directed toward the 
confirmation of camp location, r ecruitment of corpsmembers and crew 
supervisors, and identification and scheduling of projects . 

Stakeholders: 
Senator Leahy -- (aide Bob Paquin) -- very interested in this Vermont 
Americorps project a~d extremely influential in the process used to 
select the NFS Americorps si t es. 

Tom Hark - - Director of the Vermont Youth Conservation Corps -- is a 
primary developer of project p r oposal; has expended much time and 
energy in supporting proj e ct ; is committed to making it a success. A 
valuable partner in many other areas, including trail work, campground 
administration and other du t ies a s a part of the regular GMNF program. 

Dennis Shaffer - - Executive Dir ect or of the Green Mountain Club (GMC} 
-- is supportive of the proj ect but has expressed concern that a large 
project of this kind could a ffec t traditional relationships and work 
programs for the GMC and other groups . The GMNF hopes to manage his 
concerns by involv ing the GMC in t r a i ning and project coordination . 

Allowable Sale Quantity (ASQ} Study -- Congressional line item funding for 
three years (FY 93-95} was given to the GMNF to initiate a study of ASQ, and to 
develop an ecological databas e us~ng GIS . The Spatial Analysis Lab at the 
University of Vermont is conducting the study , under a cooperative agreement 
through the National Biologi cal Survey, USDI . 

During the first two years of study , existing layers or coverages of forest 
resource data were digitized, i nc l uding ecol ogical land type mapa and heritage 



resources site maps for the entire GMNF . Compartment and stand vegetation maps 
for the entire north half of the GMNF we r e also digitized . Map coverages for 
other layers were obtained from other sources: coverage for roads and trails 
purchased from the Vermont Center f or Geographic Information; coverage for 
rivers and streams · acquired from the state -wide database ; topographic features 
obtained from the digital elevation mode l ; where available, maps of soil units 
obtained from original source agencies. 

Districts have made many requests f or map products using portions of the 
developing GIS database . During the latter part of FY 94, a trail analysis was 
done using the combined coverages' of t he two northern Districts to display 
lands currently available for timbe r harvest under existing Forest Plan 
criteria. Based upon current projections, the database will be completed by 
June 1995 . 

Stakeholders : 
Larry Forcier Dean of t he School of Natural Resources -- Professor 
David Capen is project team leader; appreciates partnership in terms 
of both funding and learning experi e nce for staff and students. 

Senator Leahy - - Aide Bo~ Paquin supports GIS as a tool in offeri ng 
answers to public de.:.ands p l aced on NFS lands. 

Roberta Borland -- Exe cutive Direct or of the Vermont Forest Product 
Association -- has "lobbied" an annual sell at the ASQ level; believes 
that the standards and guideline s a r e too restrictive. 

Clearcutting privata lands in the Northeast Kingdom of Vermont •• Clearcutting 
on both large corporate and privat e individual lands in northeast VT is 
accelerating and becoming a major i ssue within the state . The catalyst has 
been large, visually disasterous clear cuts a l ong US Highway 2 over the past 
several years . Concern has intensif ied as a r esult of the Vermont Natural 
Resources Council ' s (VNRC) examina t i on of lands across northeastern VT, known 
as the Northeast Kingdom. Their s urvey s hows up to one-half of some towns have 
been clearcut in the last 14 years , rai s ing the question of VT ' s economic 
sustainability. VNRC is now the prima~ advocate of enacting a State Practices 
Act- - an act which will be hotly deba t ed. 

Stakeholders: 
Vermont Natural Resources Counc il - - Brendan Whittaker is a close 
personal friend of Regi onal For ester Marita, and is an advocate of 
passing a State Practices Ac t . 

Roberta Borland - - Executive Direct or of the Vermont Forest Product 
Association -- is a gainst gove rnment controls . 

Conrad "Connie " Motyka - - Commissi one r of VT Department of Forests, 
Parks, and Recreation is caught i n the middle . 

Reinventing the Forest Service Approximate l y 40 -people participated in a 
reinvention townhall meeting l as t May sponsored by the Green Mountain NF in 
Burlington, VT. Attempts to demonstrate by Earth First ! were thwarted by a 
large contingent of south Burlington Pol i ce. Current interest in FS 



reinvention revolves around the fate of Northeastern Area of State and 
Private . 

Stakeholders: 
Conrad "Connie" Motyka -- Commissioner of VT Department of Forests, 
Parks, and Recreation - - want s Northeastern Area to remain independent 
from the Forest Service. 

Eastern Cougar (Catamount) Sightings - - In April, three cougars were reportedly 
seen in the NB Kingdom of VT. In September, State .Fish and Wildlife Biologists 
reported that evidence of cougars in Vt had been substantiated . However, the 
origin of these animals is yet undete rmined. Neither the state nor the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service believe that these are natural occurring, but rather have 
wandered into the state from some o the r a rea, or were released by somebody. 
The US Fish and Wildlife Service i s of t he opinion that "the eastern cougar is 
gone [from the northeast]". 

Bastern cougars have been extripated from VT since 1881 . They are federally 
listed as an endangered species . There i s no public agreement regarding the. 
appropriateness of residential cougars in Vermont . In fact, there is some 
concern by the general public that i f these animals are present in the state, 
livestock and perhaps people could be injured . On the other hand, 
environmental groups like Preserve Appalachian Wilderness think the return is 
great news and "are proceeding wi th eff orts to pr otect it and its habitat . " 
They state that Green Mountain NF i s "one crucial area that [they] must secure 
if the Catamount is going to ma ke i t to the next generation . " By secure, PAW 
means no forest management should be allowed and human presence should be 
limited to off trail, non-motor i zed use. 

Stakeholders: 
VT Agency of Natural Resources -- Dept . of Fish and Wildlife --under 
pressure to "do something" but s t il l trying to decide what. 

Media -- this is the kind of wildli f e excitement they are always 
looking for . Will be int erested to hear what the Chief has planned to 
protect the Forest habitat for Catamounts. Recommended response is to 
say that any comment a t t his time would be speculative or premature 
until further direction f rom us Fish and Wildlife Service, who are the 
lead in Endangered Species activities , is provided. 

Rural Development: White River Collabora tive Planning Group -- The White River 
is an important part of efforts t o re i ntroduce Atlantic Salmon to the 
Connecticut River system . Habi t at restora tion efforts have begun on federal 
land along the White River , but t h is represents a small portion of total 
ownership along it . The FS would like to use this watershed as a demonstration 
area for ecosystem management across a variety of ownerships . In September, 
the FS sponsored a team to attend the Col l aborative Planning Workshop in Ogden, 
Utah-- comprised of NFS and Re sea rch, Resource Conservation & Development 
(SCS), Windsor County Foreste r (State of VT), and Vermont Technical College 
(private) . This team will now l ead the charge t o develop a management plan for 
the White River watershed that can be implemented by all the various 
landowners. 

NEW YORK 



Winger Laket HP Pertonnel Actions Based upon on a whistle-blower complaint 
filed by a seasonal-employee, the five permanent employees of the Finger Lakes 
NF were investigated for violations of ethics and conduct. Investigations did 
reveal violations which have resulted in the resignation of four employees and 
the transfer of the other to anothe r unit . Three of the employees had over 20 
years of experience on this District and a re well known in the local 
community. Some cooperators and l ocal publics are upset with the resignation 
of these respected employees and with the fact that the unit is being managed 
by detailers, pending the restaffing of the unit. Public relations efforts 
have been hampered by the FS desire to protect the privacy of the individuals 
involved. 

NiW ENGLAND 

Atlantic Salmon Restoration on the GMNF and establishment of a new With8riet 
·Rtlearch Station in New Bnqland -- A primary focus of the fisheries program on 
the GMNF is Atlantic salmon restoration in s treams within the Connecticut River 
Basin . GMNF is a cooperating partner with many other Federal and State 
Agencies and private organizations in restoring this regionally important 
species. CUrrently, the GMNF i s contributing to meeting restoration goals by 
conducting salmon habitat inventories and assessment in forest streams, 
reintroducing juvenile salmon fry into his t oric nursery and rearing habitat, 
providing information and education to the public regarding the restoration 
efforts in the GMNF, and acqu~ring land along key streams for protection and 
improvement of salmon habitat. In addition, the GMNF has provided significant 
information to the Restoration Progr am on t he success of salmon reintroduction 
through its monitoring program. This information has included information on 
survival of ·stocked salmon fry and assessments of parr and smolt'production, 
factors critical to the success of the restoration program . 

The GMNF is demonstrating its conservation leadership role in New England by 
pioneering habitat restoration work in numerous watersheds. These projects 
have generated significant interest throughout the region as more emphasis is 
placed on the health of our aquatic ecosystems to produce "wild" salmon rather 
than hatchery reared smolts. Last December, an environmental group, based in 
New England, filed a petition t o list Atlantic salmon as threatened or 
endangered under the Endangered Species Act . A ruling by the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service is pending. 

The ecosystem restoration and enhancement program for salmon and trout begun by 
the New England National Forests (GMNF and ~~F) have lacked research support 
until 1994 when the Deputy Chief's Off ice for ecosystem management research 
provided $350,000 to initiate the creation of a new research work unit in New 
England. Its mission is to build the scientific basis for managing aquatic 
habitat, riparian areas and adjacent forest lands to restore native salmon and 
trout habitats. This ecologirally based approach to salmon restoration will be 
an exciting new addition to the restoration program and will compliment the 
extensive work in salmon culture done in the past. In FY 94, the NE Forest 
Experiment Station awarded grants to cooperating research institutions to begin 
this research. CUrrently, the location of the unit has not been determined 
however many sites were considered in NH, VT , and MA, including jointly housing 
the new unit with other agencies such as USFWS, NBS, and the Corps of Engineers 
Cold Regions Research (CRREL) group and local universities. Front-runner 



locations are the University of Vermont and a co-location at Dartmouth College 
and CRREL in Hanover, NH . The Vermont location has strong political interest 
while the NH location offers the bes t l ogi cal location . A decision is 
pending . In FY 96, the scientific staf f at the work unit is expected to 
consist of 3 scientists and severa l support staff . 

White Mountain Rational Forest (WMNF) Ti mber Volume Issue-- The initial FY 95 
budget advice for the WMNF projected a reduced timber harvest level from a . 
traditional 29mmbf annually to 9 . 6 in FY 95. This is a 67t reduction from the 
Forest's previous year harvest level . The entire Eastern ·Region experienced a 
reduction, with the allocation di s tr ibuted to forests based on their own budget 
submissions . The reduction significantly a ffected the WMNF prog~am and 
generated considerable public outcry. Timber harvest is an integral part of 
the Forest Plan; a reduction in ha r vest a f f ects other multiple use resources. 
Bxtensive cooperation and consensus with numerous groups and agencies built the· 
Plan. These groups expect multiple use implementation and see a reduction in 
timber harvest as a threat to multiple use management. Additionally, the 
groups view the FS as having viol a t ed its contract with the people by not 
producing timber at the Plan level . The WMNF has stated that the Forest could 
offer 15-17mmbf if funded, but does not have the staffing to offer 29-30mmbf 
due to buyout reductions. As of t oday, t he re is local, unconfirmed information 
that the New Hampshire Delegation ha s i n t r oduced a bill which would restore the 
harvest levels to 29-30mmbf. 

Stakeholder: 
New Hampshire Congressional Delegation, Governor' s Office, Industry 
and Multiple Use r epresent atives -- want the volume of timber to be 
offered to be returned t o 29 - 30mmbf as has been traditional_ 

Loc~l communities and industries -- extremely concerned that timber 
harvest reductions wi l l have severe negative impacts on the economy of 
northern New Hampshire and Maine . 
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ITINERARY FOR USDA FOREST SERVICE CHIEF 
JACK WARD THOMAS' 

VISIT TO THE CAROLINAS 

WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY, NOV. 2-4, 1994 

•we have enclosed the final itiuerary for the Chief'• viait to South Carolina. It iucludea the 
Chief'• itiuerary and briefing• for agenda itema. Pleue let ua bow if you need additional 
information. 



FranciE Marion and Sumter 
National Forests 
NF's in North Carolina 
Security Needs 

DRAFT ITINERARY FOR 
CHIEF JACK 'WARD THOMAS' 

VISIT TO THE SOUTH CAROLINA 

Contact: Angela Coleman (803) 561-4091 
Contact: Terry Seyden,(704) 257-4202 
Spec. Agent Andy Sadler, (803) 561-4090 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 1994 

2:30P.M. 

3:00p.m. 

3:30 p.m. 

5:30p.m. 

7:15p.m. 

7:30p.m. 

WHEELS DOWN: (Washington D.C. - Greenville, S.C.) 
Francia Marion and Sumter Forett Superviaor David Wilaon and/or Public 
Affairs Officer Angela Coleman will pick up Chief Thomas at Greenville 
Spart&nburg Airport. U.S. Air Flight 577. 

Flight Schedule: 
Lv: National-12 Noon-USAir 925 
Ar: Charlot~1:14 p.m. 
Lv: Charlotte-1:50 p.m.-SAir 577 
Ar: Greenville, sc-2:26 p.m. 

Check-In Embassy Suites: Phone (803) 676-9090 
LODGING: Embaaay Suites; Confirmation: 82864569 
Sandy Jennings, SCFA, handled reeervation 

*Editorial Session with the Alan Bowie, Greenville Newa; Kathleen Stoehl, 
Anderson Independent; Gary Henderson, Spartanburg Herald and Mike 
Livingston, the State of Columbia, &nd Allen Adams, Seneca Newa Jour
nal. The meeting will take place in Greenville at Embaaay Suite.. (See 
Attachment• for aamplea of newa atoriea from interviewing re
portera) 

South Carolina Forestry A.uociation SCF'A Reception, Embaaay Suites 
Atrium (See Briefing on South Carolina Foreatry Aaaociation) 

Depart hotel en route to John Paul Armadilloe rettaurant. Forett Super
viaor David Wilson or Angela Coleman will transport Chief to rettaurant. 

Informal dinner at John Paul Amadilloe, downtown Greenville, with Sumter 
National Forest Ftontlinen, M&nagera, Southeastern Forett Experiment 
Station and Partnera of the National Foresta in South Carolina. Phone: 
(803) 288-8607 

(See attachment for dinner participants. Price Range Sl0-15 average) 



9:30p.m. Dave Wilson will transport Chief to Embassy Suites for the night. 

*Editorial Session ca.n be adjusted to acconunodate airplane arrival and hotel check in. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 1994 

6:30 a.m. -7 a.m. 

9:00 - 9:20 a.m. 

1:30 p.m. 

2:00p.m. 

4:00p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

8:30p.m. 

Buffet Breakfast with South Carolina Forestry Association and Foreat 
Service Representatives, Atrium Embaaay Suites. 

Chief's Speech (Queationa and Answers Seasion. See briefing attachment 
on key South Carolina iMuea on the Francia Marion and Sumter). 

South Carolina Foreatry Allociation Meeting ud Luncheon, Embu.y 
Ballroom, Embaaay SuiW.. 

Fore.t Leadarahip Team Meetiag, Gree11vi1Je S.C. E~ SuiW.. 
Palmetto Room; (See Atiached for attendeea and agenda) 

Managers, key apecial.iata and frontlinera of the Francia Marion ud Sumter 
National Foresta will meet in Greenville, along with partners and cooper
ators and other natural re10uree mauagement leaden, to diaeUM primary 
objective. in natural re10urce mauagement for the upcoming year. The 
foreat will &lao preaent special awarda to individual and group achievement 
in foreat cooperative initiatiWII.(See aU.achment for l.iat of cooperators in 
attenduce.) 

Depart Greenville for Aabeville Norih Carolina 
Dave Wilaon will eac:ort Chief to .Aaheville 

Asheville Reception: Blue Spiral One Gallery (Biltmore A venue, 
704/251-0202) - Southern Appalachian Highlanda Conservancy reception 
to celebrate the dedication of the 377-acre Stan Murray Memorial Tract 
acijac:ent to the Appalachian Trail on Hump Mountain, Pisgah NF and to 
commemorate the CoD.IerVallcy'e 20-year partnership with the FS. 
(See Attadunent for background on the Southern Appalachian Highlanda 
Conservancy) 

National Foreata in North Carolina Supervi.or Randy Phillipe will tram
port Chief to Hotel for Cheek-in 

Hotel Cheek-In at Radiaeon Hotel, downtown .Aaheville (704) 352-8211. 
Reservations are confizmed No: 57292 



9:00p.m. 

10:30 p .m. 

(Cafe on the Square, 1 Biltmore Ave., i04/251-5565) with Randy Phillips. 
John Ramey. Lynn Cox. Southern Appalachian Highlan ds Conservancy. 
Exec. Dir . and Jim Martin. Southern Appalachi an Highlands Conser
vancy 

Forest Supervisor Randy Phillips will transport Chief to dinner back to 
the Hotel. 

FRIDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 4 

7:00-8:00 a.m 

8:00-8:20 a.m. 

8:20-8:30 a.m. 

8:30-9:30 a.m. 

9:30-10:30 a.m. 

10:30-11:30 a.m. 

11:30-12:30 p.m. 

12:30-12:45 p.m. 

12:46-1:30 p.m. 

1:30-2:10 p.m. 

6:00p.m. 

Breakfast (Radisaon) with Randy Phillipa, Morgan Sommerville and Sara 
Davia of the Appalachian 'frail Conference 

Chief checks out of motel 

Forest Superviaor Randy Phillipe will eeeort Chief to the Southeutern 
Foreet Station. 

Joint Family Meeting, Conference Room (Supervilor'a Office and Reeearch 
Station will provide refreshments 

Phillipe will eecort Chief to Cradle of Forestry via Blue rudge Parkway 

Cradle of Forestry - review current expanaion District Ranger: Art Rowe; 
Cradle Director: Michael Gryaon) 

Potluck lunch at Cradle (grilled chicken wfaide dishee provided by Pisgah 
District employees and other Foreet employees 

Superviaor Phillipe will eeeort Chief to Schenck Job Corps Center 

Tour Schenck Job Corps Center (Center Director: John Henry Young) 

Superviaor Phillipa will eeeort Chief to .A.heville airport 

WHEELS UP: Asheville 
Flight Schedule 

Lv: Aaheville-2:55 p.m.-USAir 938 
.Ar: Charlotte-3:30 p.m. 
Lv: Charlotte-4:40 p.m.-USAir 879 
Ar: National-5:51p.m. 

WHEELS DOWN: 
Arrive National Aiport, D.C. (atop in Charlotte) 



CONVENTION AT A 
GLANCE 

Embassy Suites, Greenville, SC 

Wednesday, November 2, 1994 
··········································································································································· 
10:00 a.m. Registration 

10:30 a.m. GoiCToumameat 

Hotel Prefunction Area 

Verdae Greens Golf CouJK 

11:00 a.m. SC Tree Farm Silent Auction Hotel Prefunction Area 

1:30 p.m. Tennis Matches Greenville bcquet Cub 

1:30 p.m. Sporting Clays Red Far Gamcs/SpananbuiJ. SC 

5:30p.m. Welcome Reception Atrium 

7:00p.m. Dinner on your own Bus deparu hotel entrance 

·-------·~uttlll>us wi..U run to 3 dcsi£!1~!.~.!.1!!...~~·-=n.::::ts ____ _ 

Thursday, November 3, 1994 
,,,, 000000000000000000 ,,, 00, 00~ 0,00.•o •o••••o.••• •o.•o•u~ooooo••••••••• ... •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••o•ooooooou••••·• ••• ••••••·••••••• 

6:30 a.m. Buffet Breakfast Atrium 
(Buffet lines open from 6:30 -8:30 a.m.) 

7:00 a.m. Registration Hotel Prefunction Area 

7:30 a.m. SCF A Board Breakfast Cafe Verdae 

9:00 a.m. Opening General Session Embasiy Ballroom 
Welcome and Opening Remarks: 
Bruce Sahlman, SCFA Chainnan 
Antitrust Statement: 
Michael "Toddy" Smith, Gottlieb & Smith, P. A. 
Speaker Introduction: 
David Wilson, SC Forest Supervisor, US Forest Service 
Keynote Address: 
Jack Ward Thomas, Chief, US Forest Service 
Question/ Answer Session 

10:15 a.m. Break 

10:30 a.m. First General Session Embassy Ballroom 
AF&PA's "Sustainable Forestry Principles 
& Implementation Guidelines" 

Speaker: 
Richard L. Porrerfield. Champio11 illtcmatiollai 

11:00 a.m. Question/Answer Session 

12:00 noon Annual Business Luncheon Embassy Ballro 

2:00 p.m. Breakout Sessions 
(Attendees may select any two or the four breakout sessions) 

• Communications Charleston 

Moderator: Thomas D "Tom" Jewell, Westva1 
• Government Affairs Columbia . 

Moderator: Wm. Edward Twilley, Jr., Westva1 
• Environmental Florence I 

Moderator: Edward R. Drayton, Sonoco 
• Timber Harvesting 

ADd Transportation Span.a~~bur&l 
Moderator: 
Cunis D. "Pat" Smith, Intemational Paper Co. 

3:00 p.m. Break 

3:20 p.m. Repeat or Breakout Sessions 

5:30p.m. 
7:00p.m. 

ChalnDBD's Reception 
Fifties Dinner and Dance 
Entertainment by: 

Atriu 
Embassy Ballroo 

The Penny Loafers and The Rhonde/s 

·li!iiday, November 4, 1994 
6:30 a.m. Buffet Breakfast Atriw 

(Buffet lines open from 6:30-8:30 a.m.) 

8:45 a.m. Awards & Recognition Ceremony Embassy Ballroo1 

Inspirational music by: The Penny Loafers 
Presentation of Awards 
Announcement of New Officers and Directors 
Speaker: Gary L Bauer, Family Reseorch Council 

10:15 a.m. Gavel exchange and adjourn 

....... ~.~~:~~!.~ .. ~~~: .. :~~·:·~·~·~·····~~~.!!.~~ .. ~~~.~~····· 
10:30 a.m. Spouse Program Palmetto Root! 

Speaker: 
Deborah Baker, Southern Timber Purchasers Counci 

11:15 a.m. Nippon Center Yagoto Tour and Lunch 
Shuttle bus depans hotel entrano 

1:30 p.m. Afternoon open for individual shopping 
Shuttle bus will run to 3 designated shopping areas 

Shuttle bus deparu hotel entrance 



FRAN CIS M AIUON AND SUMTER NATIONAL FOREST 
LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING 

Thursday-Friday, November 3-4, 
Embassy Suites Hotel 

Greenville, S.C. 

Thursday, November 3 

1:45-2:15 p .m . 

2:15 p.m. 

2:30 p .m . 

3:15p.m. 

3:45p .m. 

4 p.m . 

4:15 p.m . 

5 p .m . 

6:30p .m . 

PARTNERSHIP APPECIATION CEREMONY 

Reception 

Welcome and Introduction.a 

Presentation of USDA Chief 
Jack Ward Thomu 

Increuing Partnership Role in 
National Foreet Decision making 

Special Preaentation 

Partnership Appeciation Awards 

The Re-signing of the 
Memorandum of Understanding 
USDA l''orest Service and 
South Carolina Dept. of Nat ural Resources 

Break 

Round Robin 
Staff Officers/ Rangers 

Adjourn 

Dinner On Your Own 

Dave Wilaon 
Foreet Supervisor 
Francie Marion and 
Sumter National Foreet 

Dave Wilson 

Chief Thomu 

National Wild Turkey 
Federation 

Dave Wilaon 
Staff Officers/Rangers 

Brock Conrad 
Dave Wilaon 

Moderator Skip Starkey 



Friday, November 4 

8:00 a.m . 

9:30 a.m. 

10:30 a .m. 

11:00 

12:00 

1994 Budget Session 
Forest/ District Needa Assessment 

Health and Safety 
The Human Resource" 

Restructuring Update 
Priorities for Filling 
Key Forest Poeitiona 

Prioritiea of FY 1994 
State of the State 

Acijoum 

Phyllis Burnette 
Rangers Presentations 

Bill Hayes 

Lucy Nix 

Dave Willon 



BRIEFINGS AND BACKGROUNDERS 

South Carolina Forestry Association 
Issues of the Francis Marion and Sumter National Forests 

The Southern Appalachian Highlands Conservancy 
Issues of the National Forests in North Carolina 



PROFll.E ON THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA FORESTRY ASSOCIATION 

MISSION: Organized in 1968 and baaed in Columbia, the South Carolina Forestry Aaeociation ia a private 
group that fosters conservation and the wiae use of the South Carolina's forest resources. They provide a 
unified voice for South Carolina Forestry and have been quite influential in the state's political arena. 

MEMBERSHIP: The Association 's membership ia comprised primarily of lumber, paper and pulp mills, 
wood processors and forestry equipment dealers. Significant membership &lao includes professional foresters, 
landowners, conservationists, educators and sportsmen. 

WHO'S WHO IN THE ORGANIZATION: Bob Scott ~UVea u Preaident; Joe Young ia put Chairman; 
Bruce Salmon ia current Chairman. Other key leaden include Ed MuckenfUM, Marion Bumaide, Edward 
Drayton, Corkey Lee, and Don Brown. 

Key companies and interests: Weatvaco, Weyerhau.er, Georgia Pacific, A..ociation of CoDIU.lting Foreatry, 
Milliken Forestry, Union Pacific, The Timber Purchuer Council. 

BRIEF HISTORY: The 2~year-old organization wu founded December 13, 1968 in Columbia with 
more than 60 founding membera. Bringing together all forestry intereata, the organization actively confronta 
forestry i.uuea throughout the atate. They sueceaa£ully helped to restructure the tax system for private 
landowners and drafted voluntary forest practice guidelinea to preclude aii!' federal regulation. In 1980, the 
AMociation formed the South Carolina Forestry Foundation to advance Forestry Education and Research. 
The AMociation also urged the EnviroD.IDeDtal Protection Agency to retain prescribed humin& practices. In 
1993, they played a key role in the reorganization of state goverDIDeDt. Their effort.a reaulted in maintaining 
the State Forestry CoiDIDiaaion u an independent agency. A long-time partner of the Forest Service, t.he 
Aaaociation hu preeented recommendationa for forest management duriq laDd management pl&IIJlinc revi
aiona. They have &lao voiced their pa.itiona on i..uea rang:ins from privUe property righta to clearcut.t.ing 
and timber barveat. 

KEY CONCERNS/ISSUES 

FRANCIS MARION AND SUMTER PLANS - Working with Deborah Baker and the Timber Pur
chasers Council, the Aasociation bu played a key role in the revision of the Francia Marion plan, which wu 
released last August. It ia among one of the fuat plana to codify ecoeyatem management. The Aaaociation 
baa voiced concerna over the potential use of the draft u a model for inatitutionalising an ecological a~ 
proach to management, especially u it relaies to reduetiona in timber barveat. Their concerna &lao focus on 
restrictiona for protecting the red-cockaded woodpecker. They are a.lao gearing up for strong involvement. in 
the Sumter plan revision, scheduled to begin next year. 

PRIVATE PROPERXY RIGHTS- The group ia concerned with the impacta of the Endangered Species 
Act, Coastal Zone Management and Wetlands regulationa on privUe property. With the advent of ecoeyatem 
management u the agency's land ethic, the Aaeociation hu voiced concerna on what an "ecological approach" 
me&DI to privUe land ownen. 

REDUCTIONS IN TIMBER HARVEST VOLUMES - Timber production continuea to be a key 
concern for the Association which baa advocated int.enae management on forested lands. 



SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
ON THE FRANCIS MARION AND SUMTER NATIONAL FORESTS 

FOREST OVERVIEW: The Francis Marion and Sumter National Forests are comprised of more than 
600,000 acres stretching from the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains to the Atlantic Ocean. The forest 
serves as the home to the Nat ional Wild and Scenic Chattooga River and one of the country 'slargest colonies 
of the red-cockaded woodpecker. 

The Francis Marion National Forest has received much public attention for efforts to recover the forest after 
1989's Hurricane Hugo. Efforts include a comprehensive management strategy to restore the fire-dependent 
longleaf pine ecosystem. 

The Sumter National Forest encompaases one ofthe most biologically diverae ecosystems· in the South, namely 
the Cbattooga Basin. The basin ia the site for a three-yeu Forest Service effort to implement ec:osystem 
management strategy within the 180,000 acre watershed. · 

THE REVISION OF THE FRANCIS MARlON LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN -The Francis 
Marion National Forest unveiled its propoeed land and resource management plan Aug. 1. The plan comes 
five ye&rB alter Hurricane Hugo deatroyed more than half the Forest's Uee8 and displaced the country's largest 
colony of the endangered red-cockaded woodpecker. The propOMl alma to restore native ec:osystema, re
establish Hugcrdamaged timber resourc:es and improve habitat for the endangered red-cockaded woodpecker. 
Despite smaller timber volumes, the forest will remain a support for rural economies and developing tourism 
industries. 
Since its release, officials have scheduled more than 50 penonal contacts with key interest groups and citizens 
and provided numerous briefings, including the South Carolina Forestry .A..ociation. The Forest will h<»t an 
open house in October. The Forestry A.seoeiation hu voiced coneerna for the reduction of timber program 
and provisions for the red-coekaded woodpecker. The comment period enda Nov. 15. 

SUMTER NATIONAL FOREST TORNADO-DAMAGED TIMBER SALVAGE- The Sumter 
National Forest issued a decision last August to salvage timber from tornado-damaged areaa of the Andrew 
Pickens Ranger District. With more than 1,000 acres of damage on the Forest, the decision ealls for the 
salvage of more than half the downed trees. The proc:e. for salvaging the timber wu accelerated after 
Chief Thomas granted an exemption that allowed operations to begin before the appeal period ended. 
The salvage effort came under criticism from the South Carolina Forestry Auociation which wanted a 
complete exemption from the National Environmental Policy Act procedures. They believed the trees' 
worth diminished significantly because of the lengthy proeeaa. In a May 6 letter, the Forestry .A..oeiation 
asked Congressman Butler Derrick to contact Forest Service Chief Jack Ward Thomas and urge him to waive 
the four-month NEPA proeeaa so the agency could speed up salvage sales. 

REVISION OF THE SUMTER LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN - Several key environmental and 
land use organizations have geared up for the revision of the Sumter Land Management Plan, which ia 
scheduled to begin this year. The Forest baa already diatributed a detailed report on the Forest's current 
management situation for public comment. Much of the revision proc:e. will be heavily influenced by 
the outcome of the Sub Appalachian Regional Asseaament which ia now under way. The Sumter Forest 
includes about 70,000 acres of the Appalachian Region. Iasues that will be raieed in the revision proeeaa 
include management of the National Wild and Scenic Cbattooga River, the reduction of timber supplies, 
and recreation demands. 

SUB APPALACHIAN REGIONAL ASSESSMENT- National Forests in the Southern Appalachians 
are part of the Southern Region 'a effort to assesa Forest management in the Appalachian Mountains. The 
study, which includes 70,000 acres of the Sumter National Forest, aima to facilitate ecosystem management 
in the Southern Appalachians by providing comprehensive, interagency, ecological, social and economic data 
as a foundation for natural.resouree mangement. It will be a broad-seale, interagency analyaia and aharing 
of existing information relative to the natural and human resourc:es of the Southern Appalachians. The 



results of the study will drive the plan revisions for the National Forests in Georgia, South Carolina, Virginia. 
Tennessee and North Carolina. The study is scheduled for completion in 1996. 

THE CHATTOOGA ECOSYSTEM MANAGEMENT PROJECT -In its third year , the Chat
tooga Ec08ystem Management Project is designed to provide a long-term, consistent strategy for managing 
the 120,000 acre Chattooga Watershed EC08ystem, home to the National Wild and Scenic Chattooga River. 
The information gathered in the project will be incorporated within the land management plans of the 
Sumter, Chattahoochee-Oconee, and N antahala National Foreata. It provides the framework for cooaW
tency in addressing Forest issues acr088 ranger district boundaries. The project has attracted much public 
attention. It includes a public values 1tudy led by Dr. Lynn Maguire of Duke University. Several other 
gruaroota organisatiou have evolved during the project, includiq the Chattooga W&terlhed Coalition. 
The project is Kheduled for completion in 1995. 

RED-COCKADED WOODPECKER DEIS OF THE SOUTHERN REGION - Timber intere.ta 
have railed conc:em1 about the Southern Region'• propoeed long-term 1trategy to manage the endangered 
red-cockaded woodpecker. Before Hurricane Hugo, the Francia Marion National Foreat was the home for the 
country's largeat population of the bird. The draft Environmental Impact Statement will further restrict 
management optioos on the Forest. The comment period of the propoied 1trategy ended last 1ummer. The 
Region expecta to iaaue a final decision on the propOI&l thil fall. 

NATIONAL WILDERNESS SOCIETY PRODUCES PUBLICATION ON SOUTH CA~ 
OLINA WILDLANDS -In the aec:ond of a leriea of publicatioos aimed at inc:reaaing the number of 
specially-protected wild areu in the Appalachian National Foree&.~, the National Wildernea~ Society hu 
produced South Carolina'• Mountain Treuurea. Thia 25-page public:aiiOD analysea 10 "wild" areaa of the 
Sumter National Forest'• Andrew Pickena Ranger Diatrict. The report ia caUing for special deaignatiou 
or wildernea~ management for each of theae areu. About nine e.ouervatioD poup1 helped to compile the 
report, said Peter Kirby of the Wildemea~ Society. The public:.atioa c:ome. a few IDOiltha prior to the oflicial 
start of the Sumter National Forest Land Plan'• revision. Foreat ofliciala expect the publication to have 
significant impact on the planning proce.. The Wilderneu Society pl&DI to produce similar reporil for 
each of the Appalachian National Foresta. 
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The Southern Appalachian 
Highlands Conservancy 

7\e Southern Appalachian Highlands Conservancy ia a non-profit, charitable 
orpniarlon founded .io 1974 to preserve critical areas of the Southern Appalachian region 
for public bene&. 

- Governed br a Board ofTIUites from Norm Carolina ancl Tennessee. the 
Conservancy il one of the c:ounay'a oldest and most respected lmcl trUStS. 

-Approximately 1575 members from across the United Scates aacl S foreign 
c.ouo.triea support the Conaerv:ancy'$ ongoing oUaion of c:onserviDc land md ocher natural 
raowca, man•&inglaads already protected, ancl promorins artirorameutal educuion and 
Kimdfic: atudy. · 

• Sila iu inception. the CoDJaVaDcy baa helped m ensure the proteCtion of 24,000 
aaa of me Highlands ofR.oan in Teuneaee uicl North Carolina with the c.oopemion of 
the U.S. Porat Semcc. the Narure Conacrvancy, the Swc ofTcaaern~, ad me Trust for 
Public LaDcl.· More thaD 8000 aae. of the Roan Highlancb rem:aiJl wlnerable. 

• The Conaervancy hu embarked upon a tqional initiative to foster the use of 
c.omcrndon cuemenra ud ocher land p~on tedmiqua by ludownm throupout 
the mountain .n:Fon. where inc:reaai.ng development pleSSW'e tbreatcos the loa of scenic, 
bi&toric, or environmena.lly i.mpom.nt la.ncls. 

-The ConSetvmcy purch~es land and. mainains it with donared funds, works 
wUh landownem in creatine conservation alternatives, mel builds partnership with ~tate 
and federal agcncier to faciliare land presenation in the region. 

, 0 

- VolWJteen conaibute arouo.ci4600 hom of 1erric:e uau.ally, supplementing the 
work of d;:le paid ·Saffi ·an Execudve Direaor, a Development and Public Rdations 
Dlrecmr, an Aclminisma.tor, and a part time Smwrdship Director and Seasonal Ecologilt. 

• Operating cosra. are fUnded by membenhip due. and apeci.al gifta. 

(ovu) 
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Dwight G. Allen 

The Southern Appalachian Highland. Conserva.acy 
Board ofTruateea, June 1994 

Treasurer. laternatiooal, cnmmercial. and investment 
· banking [mired]. Active in tmi1 consmaaionlmaintenance 

for the Carolina Hiking aub. Volunteer for the U.S. Forest 
Service mel the U.S. Park Service. 

107 Yardley Court 
HendeaoDYille. NC 28739 
704-692-2319 IH (Minnie] 

Carol T. Coifey, D.D.S. Board Member. Enclodomisr. Colllen'Uionilt and 
Praidem of me Smoky MounraiDIIillciq Oub. 

jamaP.Cm¥1 

Sara H. Davis 

111 Dmcl Laae 
KDomUe. ·m mn-3204 
61~93·2680 /B 61 s.691-2066 /H 

[Carol Bee] 

Board Member. Attornqwich 'Weiamio azul Scwpa. PA. Member 
of the Sierra Cub ad~ Tail Coa.fercac:c. Board of 
DUecmr ofawtone Athledc Club aDd PI'Ciicleat of Olcle 
Proriclcacle Rac:quec Cub. 

~ Bzud.onwood Court 
Cbarioae. NC 28226 
104-36S·1836/H 

~00 
[Mary] 

·Board Member. Arlomey wida Wesall, Gay & CollllOily, PA. 
Chair, N.C. Board ofLepl Sperialimioa.. Vice-OWr, 
Appa1acbiao Trail Confermce. 

81 Central Annue 15 D,au Dme 
Albmlle, NC 28801 Fumew, NC 21730 
704-154-6315/B or FAX 255-0305 [DwayncStnczrmn) 
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Joseph A. DeLoach 

John B. Dic:bon 

A. Murray Evms, Ph.D. 

Ricbatd E. Guthrie, Jr 

Board Member. Chemist, Tennessee .Earunan Chemical Company. 
Chair of the Tennessee Eastman Hiking and Canoeing Club Steering 
Committee and Appalachian Trail Committee. 

596 AA Deakins Road 
Jonesborough, TN 37659 
615-229-1602/B 

Board Member. President Asheville Federal_ Bank. Servts 
the Board of Ma.Mgeri of the Appalachian Trail Conference and 
the Boud of the Asheville Museum of Art. Pat President of the 
Carolina MouncainCub. 

P.O. Box652 
AaheYille, NC 28802 
704-2.5+7411/B 

31 Woodmere Road 
Arden. NC 28704 
'704-684-3076/H 
OoanJ 

Board Member. Profalor ofBocmy, U aiversity of T moessee. 
Member, Americ:m Alloc:Wion tOr the 
Advmcemem of Science. Pat Praidmt of the TeDDaaee 
Num Plant Soaetr 

3214 MondW Drive 
Knoxville, TN 37920 
615 .. 974-6202/B 

615-573-6263/H 
[Dee Montie] 

Board Member. Senior Vice President. Tnast Department, 
Wachovia Bank ofNorth CaroliDa (rctiredJ. Board member, 
American Red Croa and Deerfield Episcopal Retirement 
CommWlity. 

8 Cedar ClitTRoad 
Aaheville, NC 28803 704-274.7691/H 
704-252-4702/B or FAX 7()4..253-7402 PAX- am.e•oSicz Cw.PJUr 

[Pegy] 
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Roberta T. Herrin. Ph.D. Board Member. Associate Professor ofEnglish, East 
Tennessee Sate University. Fonner Chair of the Appalachian 
Consortium. Past president, Appalachian Studies Association. 
Native East Tennessean 

I.lnda M. JeWell, Ph.D. 

Jamc:~~ Jl. Mmin 

Ill Academy HW 
312 MaiD Street 
joDcsborough. TN 37659 
615-929~82/B or PAX 461-7193 

Secretary. Principal Cllemiat. TeD"eRH Eatman Company. 

P.O. BaE 5596 
Kl.apporr. TN 37663 
615-22.9-1026/B 615-3~3677/H 

(Mike] 

Praidat. Pllllion lnvea:mcnt Sales E,.....mw; wilb Frmk RUIIell 
Trua Company. 

52-' Arbor R.oed 
~~~em. NC 271o.f 
910-72s-46M IB or PAX 910·72S.S058 910-~3822/H 

[MuyAilm] 

Orthopedic Swpon. Former Praidat of the Community 
Owfcs T. McOallouF, Jr., M.D. FoundalioD of\V~cm Nonb Carolina aDd BUDc:ombe Mediad 

Society. Past Rqional Oireaor o(Nonh CaroliDa Medical Society. 

S7 Woodluld A'ftllue 
Albmlle, NC 28894 
'704-2S8-8800/B 

704-253-1178/H 
[Shidey Alme] 

Va Plelident, Mubrinc Comulamr. Former board of cbe 
Johlllon Cty Symphony Oldlesaa, Americ:m CaDc:u 
Society, Marth ofDlmes, and Chamber ofCommen:e. 

2310 Dmd Miller Road 
Jobn.oD Cky, TN 37604 
615-928-1682/H 61s-46J-2182/B 

[PAhwdo Z.,..Baan] 
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I von D. Rohrer, Jr. Board Member. President. Development Management, Inc. Past President, 
Re2l Estate and Expansion, Eckerd Drug Company. 

John R. Ruh1 

Ellle P. SchUler 

MalT J. Wil1iama 

Wayne Willlaml. Ph.D. 

P.O. Box 18625 
Charlotte, NC 2821.B-0625 
704-535-9975/B [Blair] 

Board Member. Vice President Stedcase North America (retired· J oard 
member ofrhe Community Foundation ofWestem North Car . l, the 
North Carolina Citizem for Business and lnduauy, and Trasu .,fthe 
Albmlle School. 

1 H~lly Hill RDacl 
Albeville. NC 28803 
704-684-2241/B 

704.274-4329/H 

Board Member. Fclbum Foundarion. Experienced in nanual 
resource managemenr. Member of the Yellow Mountain 
Joint Smvardahlp Committee. and the Hampton Creek Cove 
Swe Natural Atea advilory group. 

P.O. Box 1149 
R&Jbbianille. NC 28771 
704-479-8888/H 

Boanl Member. 

117 Fulkaroa Road 
Gtay, TN 37615 
61 s-753-202S 

Board Member. Aaoc:iate Professor of Recreation Management. 
Appa1achian Sme Univemity. Comulam, researc:ber, and plmner. Acrively 
involved in mil c:onaua:ion for the North Caroli.Da Reaarlon and Park 
Society, and me Nmonal RKreaaon and Park Association. Served as 
community developer and gmnt specWiR in city govemmeot. Special 
imerest indude natU1'a1 raource management. park planning and 
lmapretmon. 

Department ofHLf.S 
Appalachian State University 
Booae. NC 28608 
704.262-6335 /B or FAX 704-262-3138 704-297-5918 IH 

.. 



CUB.B.ENT ISSUES 

HIGHLANDS OF THE ROAN 
CHEROKEE AND PISGAH NATIONAL FORESTS, NORTH CAROLINA 

October, 1994 

Bocl:grov.n.d: 

The Highlands of the Roan (Roan) is located along the border ofTenneaeee and North Carolina and includes 
13,000 acres of the Pisgah and Cherokee National Foresta in Mitchell County, NC and Carter County, TN. 
The Nature CoD8erVUlcy, Roan Mountain State Park and the Southern Appalachian Highlanda CoDIIelVancy 
allo own and manage portiona of the Highlanda of the Roan. 

The Roan Highlands generally followt an elevation contour level of .fOOO feet and above and includes a 
magnificent group of mountain peab. The Appalachian Trail travenes for 17 miles aloq the TN/NC 
border. The Roan hu one of the most unique and divene bicmc: comrmJDities in the Southern Appalac:hiana. 
Thia includes red apruce/Fruer fir foreet, gru.y balda, heath balda, green alder bald, high elevation rocky 
summit, boulderfield forest, high elevation .eep, northern hardwood forest, high elevation red oak forest, 
rich cove forest and acidic cove foreet. 

Seventy-five recognised . rare plant apec:ies oc:c:ur on the Roan muaif - 13 nationally aignific:ant and 62 of 
regional aignific:ance. Four plant apecies are federally liated u Threatened or Endangered. At leut .even 
state and federally liated mammal• oc:c:ur here. According to soologi.ata, the diversity level for ama1l mammal• 
at and above the 4500 feet elevation ia higher than any other aiqle uea in the Southern Appalachiana. The 
moat aignific:ant population of federally liated endancered northern flyiq aquirrela ia found in the RoaD'• 
apruce-fir foreet. 

The Roan Muaif hu two main areas, that of the Balds and the other forested. In 1991 a Dec:iaion Notice 
wu aigned for restoration and maintenance of the Balds. Re.toration ia mainly eliminating blackberries and 
some woody apec:ies. The key toola being uaecl are mechanic:al mowing and gruinc (goata). We are now 
experimenting on a unall ac:ale with herbicides. The-Southern Appalachian Highlanda Conservancy wu a 
major partner in writing this document. 

We are now addressing the management of the forested area (Roan High Knob) with an Ana Analyaia. Thia 
analysis will describe the Desired Future Condition and propoee ac:tiona to reach the DFC. In addition to 
SAHC and scientific community involvement, interest &om loc:al communities hu been heavy. The Forest 
Service will be publiahing a liat of po.ible manqement actiona for additional public comment in the near 
future. Major issues include confficta between recreationiat desires for more fac:ilities on the Roan, with 
the need manage the area to preserve ita unique ecoayatem and collection of tenlitive plant and animal 
communities. 



Land Acquisition / Recreation Facilities Issue: 

Land acquisition goals are to secure tracts of land for protection against development and to continue 
management of the Roan to accommodate non-destructive scientific, educational, and recreational use while 
protecting biological and physical features. It is estimated that 50 parcels of land could be acquired during 
the next five years with funding of $750,000 to $1 ,000,000 per year. 

Not unlike other unique areas, the Roan bas its share of controversy. In the late 1980's, legislation was 
introduced to designate the Roan as a National Recreation Area. This action created considerable controversy 
with local land owners, primarily in North Carolina, who were concerned about condemnation of their land. 
A. a result, the legislation died. 

Various individual.e and groups have expresaed concern regarding the preeent condition of the area. Many 
would like to see the acc:e&8 road to the area paved, fluah toilet& inatalled and other improvement& made. 

The President's 1995 proposed budget would have allocated Sl million of Land and Water Con.eervation 
Funds to acquire private land in the Roan. Although this propoeed acquisition funding had considerable 
support, it also drew oppoeition, and was dropped in the final 1995 budget. Thoae oppoeing the propoeal 
expresaed concern about land condemnation and the perceived need to maintain and improve recreation 
facilities on the portion of the Roan already under national forest ownership. Mitchell.County Commiaaion 
paaaed a reaolution oppoeing additional land acquisition unleaa it was made explicit that condemnation could 
not be used, and that the Forest Service were appropriated enough funds to maintain the current land base 
and recreation opportunities /facilities on the Roan. Congre-man c .. Ballenger also oppoeed further land 
acquisition, in deference to the Mitchell County CoiDIIliaaion pa.ition. 

National Forest in North Carolina staff are working with Mitchell County ofticiala , Southern Appalachian 
Highlands Con.eervancy, and Congnwman Ballenger'• office to better explain Fore.t Service intent, cleu up 
misunderstandings and restore local political support for continued land acquisition on the Roan in fiac:al 
year 1996 and beyond. 



FRANCIS MARION AND SUMTER NATIONAL FORESTS 
LEADERSHIP MEETING PARTICIPANTS 



COOPERATORS/PARTNERS' RECOGNITION 
NOVEMBER 3, 1994 - GREENVILLE, SC 

*Each of the following Partners and cooperators have been invited to the recognition ceremony Thursday 
Nov. 3. They will be recognized for their out.standing and long-standing cooperation in Francis Marion and 
Sumter Decision-making. 

Dr. Bruce E. Rippeteau 
State Archaeologist 
SC Institute of Arch. & Anthrop. 
1321 Pendleton Street 
Columbia, SC 2920S-0071 

Brock Conrad 
SC Department of Natural Resources 
Rembert C. Dennis Bldg. 
1000 A.aaembly Street 
Columbia, SC 29202 

Bob Scott, President 
SC Forestry AMociation 
Poat Office Box 21303 
Columbia, SC 29221 

Gilbert Brown 
SC Forestry Commission 
Poat Office Box 21707 
Columbia, SC 29221 

Frank Paul, Chairman 
SC Council of Trout Unlimited 
2932 No. Baysbore Drive 
Seneca, SC 29678 

John Edwards, 
Terry Lecroy 
National Wild Turkey Federation. 
Poat Office Box 530 
Edgefield, SC 29824 

Buzz Williams, Executive Director 
Chattooga River Watershed Coalition 
ru. 1, Box 103 
Mountain Rest, SC 29664 
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Mr. Tommy Strange 
Santee Coastal Reaerve 
Poet Office Box 37 
McClellanville, SC 29468 

Grace G . Mc-Kown, Executive Director 
SC Department of Parb, Rec. & Touriam 
1205 Pendleton Street 
Edgar A. Brown Bldg. - Suite llO 
Columbia, SC 29201 

Ray EV&DI, Executive Vice-President 
Quail Unlimited 
Poet Office Box 610 
Edgefield, sc 2982~10 

Mr. George Garria 
Cape Romain Nat '1. Wildlife Refuge 
5801 North Highway 17 
Awendaw, SC 20429 

Dana Beach, Executive Director 
SC Couial Couervation League 
Poet Office Box 1765 
Charleaton, SC 29402 

Dave Gordon- Ducb Unlimited 
lnatitute for Wetland and Waterfowl Reaearch 
Star Route 1, Box 226 
Georgetown, SC 29440 



Dr. Tom Lloyd 
Southeastern Forest Experiment Stations 
Clemson South Carolina 

Chattooga River Outfitters 
Dave Perrin 
Jack Wise 
Walhalla, S.C. 

' · 



FOREST SERVICE ATTENDEES 

COOPERATORS' RECOGNITION/LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING 

NOVEMBER 3-4, 1994 

DAVE WILSON, FOREST SUPERVISOR 
JEANNELEBOEUF,FORESTSECRETARY 

ANGELA COLEMAN, PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFF. 
BARBARA RICHBURG, INFORMATION ASSISTANT 

JERRY HENDERSON, TIMBER/SWkA STAFF 
IVAN CUPP, FIRE&LANDS STAFF 
SKIP STARKEY, ACTG. PLANNING STAFF (NEPA/APPEALS COORDINATOR) 
KELLY RUSSELL, ACTG. WILDLIFE STAFF (FISHERIES BIOLOGIST) 
PHYLLIS BURNE'ITE, ADMINISTRATIVE (BkF OFFICER) 
BILL HAYES, ENGINEERING/RECREATION STAFF 

LUCY NIX, PERSONNEL OFFICER 
RICHARD SHELFER, PLNG. TEAM LEADER 
LAUREN KINDRED, FORSTR. (NEPA DETAIL) 

RANDY BURGESS, ACTING DISTRICT RANGER (NEPA COORD.) 
JOEL GARDNER, DISTRICT RANGER 
JIM BROTHERI'ON, DISTRICT RANGER 
ERIN BRONK, OTHER RESOURCES ASSISTANT (ORA) 
GREG BORGEN, ACTING DISTRICT RANGER (ORA) 

ALICE BENNE'IT, MAC CHAIRMAN - REP. DISTRICT RANGER (SILVICULTURE) 
KEN TITUS, BEPM (PERS. MGMT. SPECIALIST) 
ANNE KISER, FWPM (SILVICULTURIST) 
ROBERT MORGAN, NATIVE AMERICAN SEPM (ARCHAEOLOGIST) 

ALVIN FELTMAN, ORA 
MARY MORRISON, FORESTER 
MAR:I'IN KINDRED, ORA 
PAUL BURRIS, SILVICULTURIST 

DAVE CAWRSE, CHATTOOGA PROJECT COORDINATOR AT CLEMSON 

DR. TOM LLOYD, SEFES AT CLEMSON 

TOM SMITH, ASST. FOREST MANAGER, SAVANNAH RIVER FOREST STATION 

JOHN EDWARDS, FS NWTF LIAISON 



NEWS CLIPPINGS 
FROM SOUTH CAROLINA REPORTERS 
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~¢deral proi9ctioii~onev~sOuOht 

By Allen Bowie 
Oconee Buruu ... 
MOUNTAIN REST- Conser· 

vation groups and the U.S. Forest 
Service scored a recent victory in 
·their push to pull more land with· 
in the boundariE-s of the national 
'·forests .. 
. A U.S. House-Senate commit·· 
tee agreed last week to fund fl.7 
million in South Carolina pro
-jects, including one to protect 
land adjacent to the Chattooga · 
River in northwestern Oconee 
County. 

The committee approved $2.75 . 
·iniltion to buy· more than 900 
acres.of private land in Sumter 
National Forest's Chattooga Wild 
andrScenic River Corridor, 
aCCQr:ding to U.S. Sen. Ernest F. · 
Hollings-, D-S.C., Senate Appro-· 
priations Committee member. 
. .Obtaining private tracts adja-· 
.. cent to .the Chattooga -corridor 
. continues:to play an inte~. pan,- . 
in the:forest's-.future manage-··.· 
merit. plans there, said ·Tom Ber
chem;~·realty specialist with 
Sumter and Francis .Marion.·na-
tional forestS. .. : . 

The c~rridor)s a ~mile span·. 
·encompassed bY Sumter National 
Forestt the Nantahala National 
Forest~ North Carolina ·and the , 
Cba:~~-ee National Forest in 
GeO~: ~ · ~: : : • ..... ·. 

Land near·the federally pro- . . 
tected corridor that benefits for-

: .. est health; .the{habitat and .water· . 
. quality ,is bemg identified as ~ · : 
.ora j~int.study being conducted' 

·:. ' . .. -~".4.' ·. ·, • . . .. ..... . 

·_fo.r -river corridor.. 
. . ·'' . -

by:the·forest service. The three 
natimial forests are participating. 

The-Chattooga River Project, 
~-iNs ~.is a fact-finding., 

.'StUdy-in its second year aimed at 
: ·integrating-·management prac-
. tices in the' three forests and tak• 

·~g,siate:boundaries out :of Ule · 

: ... ~~~~=~;;-~~- -
. cent: of' the' land in the. Chattoaga 
River- basin; which includes the 

.riv~.r""~Qmdor ~dJ~d ~o~d 
tributaries in· the three states, 
said Beth Men, Sumter's Andrew 
Pickens district ranger. 

Encroaching development, 
which can add to soil erosion and 
endanger river quality, are the 
main thrusts behind the land pur
chases, Berchem·said. 

More people are buying prop. 
erty adjacent to the river and the 
national forestS for ·buifding sec
ond homes, said Buzz Williams, 
executive <W:ector of the Chatt~ 
ga Watershed Coalition, an envi
ronmental gt'C!Up that pushed for 
the Chattooga p~ject. · · 

..To protect the biological di
versity, what's really needed is 

,. -lorests that are not fragmented," 
' hesaid.· · · ·. , 

The appropriations bill that in· 
~~des the Chattooga lanci'acq~
sttJon has to get final approval by 
Congress before it goes to the 
President to be signed into ~-a~ . 
But the measure is not expected ·, · 
to be opposed. said Debra Ander
son, a spokeswoman m·Hollings' 
office. · · · . : ·. , 
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Francis Marion & Sumter National forests · Pubb'c fiffairs Office 
.f1zve years after u.,,inds walloped 40 percent qf 

South Carolina~sjorests, the wounds are healing. 

~51. 
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Nature rebuilding 
what it destroyed 

Bv MIKE UVINGSTON 
• S!Gif Wncer 

H 
umcane Hugo's romp 
through 23 of South Car
olina's 46 counties dam
aged or destroyed nearly 

40 pen:en~.of the state's timber
lands. which tallied up to nearly 
7 billion board feet valued at 
S 1.04 billion. 

Moreover. the right quadrant 
·of the stonn. the most powerful 
sec:t1on of the fist that was Hugo, 
crashed into a state treaSure: the 
Francis Marion National Forest. 

That was lucky for popula
tion areas. but devastating to the 
250.0QO.acre ecosystem. Nearly 
three-founhs of the forest 's 
pmes were flanened and many 
of the large, nut-bearing hard· 
woods were blown down. 

Narure will requrre ume to 

forest stewards have not been 
idle. A new torest management 
plan promiSes maJOr restora
tion. especially of the clusic 
longleaf pine-grasslands ecosys
tem. more recreauonal facilities, 
and the contmued recovery of 
the red·c:ockaded woodpecker 
-an endangered speaes. 

The U.S. Forest Service will 
continue to sell timber off the 
forest, but a new sociaJ con
sciousness about ecosystem 
protection is changing saJes pat· 
terriS. 

·cenamly we f'eC'IDIIlize the 
ecological significance of the · 
new 10-year plan, but we have 
not Nmed our backs on timber 
sales," said David Wilson.. the 
Forest Service's South Clrolina 
supervisor. "Hawt!Yer, the saJes 
wiJI not be ·at pre-Hugo levels. 

MC:i!pM......., 410 .....-.a of the 
...................... 1111• 
daJtu,ed .... the e-ft~. Onu 
"'the ........ lilt._..-
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Union firefighters stand ready 
to help battle Western fires 
i, GARY tODERSON 

S~ar;;ON - In the Western UDlted 'l t gets SCary 
Statu, it's been a summm: o! flres. For· sometimes It gets so 
eaw hMVe burned from Mex~co lo CaDada. • 

"'=-~~:£'~On a~ of~ ~ve .,., hOt the gaseS in the 
- ~ still~!:. not over yet~ 25 ;~or l~~ r f,orest explode/ 

Two thousand miles from tlie flaaies · · · 
lireftght.ers at the Tyger Raneer .Stalion 
lD Uaion keep a wary eye weetnnl -

CUFF HICKSON 

wondering if lhey wiD be on the fire linel they want to, prolec:L 
again. · SlDce June. Region I or the U.S. Forest 

'"1f they'U let me, I'D go bac:k," said AI Service has sent 141 crews to help with 
Schenclc. The 4!-ycar-old foreal nmecr Is Lhe fires in the Wcstcm United Stalca. 
a 2o-year veteran with the U.S. Forut 'rhaat's aimost , ,ooo people. Region a 1s 
Semce. Hil two fire team members made up of •everal Southeatern statos. 
HAted with him lihUe their headi . ID '1be teams work the lire tiDes for a 

-. qreement. .. , ., : three-week period before they retum t.u 
1 ;we·~ truincd imd ·ready,"' .atd · 'k-. i; Jh~ regular , duty statlcni'for rest. Tboy 
~ !Alice 1Rosl :of· Uaiou. • Sb• ·azul :;: a.ny MREs <Meals Reed)'.to Eat> lD their 
Scbenck h.IIVe fought the fires aide by lide pacil to th~ lliles. Drinking Willer is 
iu, the canyons and ·mountains of Idaho.·. · · mopped to lbem by Forest. Service hcU-

. '111elr lellow • run:cr, · 43-year-old : CUff · copters or brought ln by pack mules. The 
Hickson or NcWbeny, wu sent to 'f18bt · s·outhcm fire teams anemble in l(aox-
the ·fires ur Washington. - .. : . .. . :Yille and a1-e flown on charter ftight.s to 

: ·~'It gets scary sometimes," said the fires in the West. 
HiCkson . . ':'It gets so hot the p.ses in Ule '· . •i()ur largest fire: in South Carolina wu 
foreSt ~lode."' · ~ ·' · . : · ·· llbout. 1,500 acres back in the early '60S,'" 
. :t'tii three forest rangers said tt d~'t Said Hickson: "There's a real difference in 
~~r:~t theY- are tigh~ Ores s0 'tar the aize of these fires in- lhe West. 
from '· home. lt'J ' 'the' ·oal.unll reso\ll"CU 

!: f r , . 

' More than .500,000 acres ... have 
1 oiuned ,!this ·summer in the !Great It'a llke!y tbese raDgms frOm 
i Basln· ~an:a· of the ROcky_Mountaln Tygm- SI&Uan will head weal agaill 
statC!S"alorie. "One fire C&D '1-equirc bCforc tile are. are out. Whcm they 

· more than . s,000;-1lreJlihtcrs . . to do, they'll be suited out in 40 
bPlrHJ it tinde_r. control 1,· , .. ·. ~ -. ;, pounds of en Bgbttng eear and 
· - they'll be OD the lire line 24 boun 

IID4 men wno ngm mese uru Ar¥ 

keenly aware t.ba1 19 of their col
lcapea have died in Lhe Wcst.em 
Ants th1a summer. 

"Tbcae fires are a Uving, breath
Ing thing," Schenck said. "You 
never mow what Lhey will do." 

Randy Burgess, acUog chier • after they leave tbelr station in 
ranger at the Tyger Ranger Dis- Union. 
lrict, said South Carolina's forest "It's tough to &et use to the 
fire acason will began wilh the elevation at first," said Ross. "B .. 
turning of the lea~ this fall and ing surrounded by smoke at 8,000 
continue through tbe winter 1.o Jo,ooo feet elevation doesn't 

Earlier tb1l summer, Schenck 
was waiting t.o go on a ftre line in 
New Mexico when Lhey learned or 
the deAths of 13 llrcfigbters. 

months. -·'-- it ~"v .... .;er," ~ - - ''We're 11ke fam1ly out there,"' Hickson laid Western !orest fires Hlctsoo said tbe work ls -- d 
are barder to fiibl · ··" Schenck said. "We bave to depen 

"The fuels are different," P~- In some locations the 6re on eacb otber.• 
l.eams must bike four or ave mllu ~t's always on my mind." said 

Hiclaon said. "Sometimes the fire~~ to reach the linea. Once they're Rou. · 
will buna above you throu;h the there, they may not return to a 
tops of the fir aDd a;pruce trees." ban camp for lwo days. lflr:Uon laid there's another rca· 

Hickson said that It requires a son to help tbe people out West. 
military approach to ftgbL the WesL- ''You ftght the fires in rough, 
em fires. sleep tetTatn." said Hickson. "tt could happen to us as easily 

'"Thfi!V're atUicked from the air "Sometirn~s .. :vou .. ~ 62btin2 fire · as them." 
:.0d·~unii at ih.e ~ame t{me.~· ~~a:i~ :V~n ¥~o tol-7o'Tpel-cehL: stope:" : , 
Hickson:· .. .. . · .·! 'l· •· 'But · that's not· all.: Thei women '' 
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Timber from· ; 
tornado's path. 
to be.retrieved 
By ltatbleen StaDe 
Ocallee-Piclllzll Bllzlau 

WALHAU.A - Fueled by flre 
hazards and economics, the U.S. 
Forest Service has opted for an 
aggressive timber salvage plan 
for tornado-tom portions of Sum
ter National Forest 

Timber from about 1.250 of 
nearly 1, 750 acres of national for
est Ciamaged by a March 27 torna-. 
do will be salvaged. And some ex· 
tens1vely damaged areas will be= · 
reforested, according to the plan. ; · 

The storm ripped an eight-mile 
path through the forest, varying. 
1n width from one-quarter of a· 
mlle to almost a mlle. ~ 

District Ranger Beth Merz said 
an emergency exemption from 
the standard 4&-d.ay appeal period 
will allow omcials tO lmplement, 
the plan now. It will begin with.! 
appraising the value of the dam·. 
aged timber and physically flag-: 
ging the forest for salvage opera.' 
tions. . 

One of the top goals of the plan 
is ·to deter future w1ldf1res by 
cleaning out the felled trees, Mrs. . 

1 

Merzsaid. 
Forestry officials say tornados 

create ripe conditions for fUture 
fires. ' 

The plan also a1ms to capture 
the commercial value of the dam· 
aged timber. which has lost mar· 
ketability with time. 

Helicopters will be used to ex· 
tract timber from places where 
conventional logging equipment 
can't go. About 1.5 miles of tem· 
porary roads for loatng trucks 
and 20 acres of helicopter landing 
sites will be constructed.. 

Those areas would be planted 
with an herb cover once the sal· 
vaging was fmished .. 

Restoration of the mdigenous 
forest structure is another focus 
of the plan. It calls for reforesta· 
tion to 430 acres, with the plant· 
ing of shortleaf, oak and white 
pine seedlings. In some places, 
chain-saw felling of damaged 
trees will be used to induce natu· 
ra1 hardwood regeneration. 

A new wrinkle in the plan, 
prompted by public input. is the · 
designation of a moderately dam· , 

· aged area as an outdoor laborato-

ry Mrs Merz said the district 
plans ·to create a trail from the 
Yellow Branch picnic grounds to 
the area. located near the ranger 
station on S.C. 28. d 

The district will reforest an 
salvage timber from part of the 
area. and nature will be left to 
make its own repairs in the oth· · 
er, Mrs. Merz said. Then visitors 
can study and compare how the 
different approaches served the 
forest 
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Forest serviCe allows 
Sumter to speed up 
·salvaging operation 
· All Ek»w1 About l,SOO acres of timber sus-

By en 8 tained extensive to moderate 
bconee Bureau damage in the Palm Sunday tor-
MOUNTAIN REST - Citing nado that cut a roughly 8-mile 

the potential for timber infesta- path through the district. . 
tion, the U.S. Forest Service has In his niling, u.s. Forest Chaef 
granted Sumter National Forest Jack ward Thomas noted the 
an emergency exemption from probability of an increasing ~ 
standard time tables SC? personnel ulation of Ips and Southern Pane 
can speed up salvagmg op~ra- beetles attacking surviving trees 
tions.on tornado-damaged tamb- intbeprojectarea. . . 

~ · « ~ . · · Without quick action, ~e sa a~. 
~':;_;.t .;t'he n11mg allows l:he _Andre~ . tile:&ilditions wOuld ~use-more 
" ~ Pickens Ranger ·District m no~ · lois to''federalland and_privat' 
; ~ western OConee County_ to begin_ . ·.. · ·· · int~ed. in the· dis! 

salvagl·ng operations ammedi· -p~~-: .· · .'::: ... 7" · ,-trtct.-.. . ~ . . • , ..,.,.. .. 
ately _after Sumt~ ~kes a final m.&ckiitim, the iiinber has be
decision on bow at will handle the come a fite.bazard tbat must.-be 
recovery process. . reduced before·w'ild.fire occurs, 
.· Public comment~ a proposed ThomaS said; .-._.:·-_._. . _ . · 
plan ended l_ast ~tlday and the In June,' :Sumter released a 
forest servace as expected to comprehensive- ~nvironmental 
make a final decision once the assessment of.the timber dam
agency has responded to all con· age including additional altema
cems. said Richard Shelfer, plan- tiVeS to salvaging timber. 
ning team leader for Sumter and The proposal incorporates a 
Francis Marion national fo~ mix of logging, burning ~nd .re-

The ruling exempts the distn~t . planting aimed at_reduc~n,g .tha 
from any requests for a stay ~ . risk of wil~~-~~enUBl.haz
operations made by the pubhc · , ardstoforestUSem.-'' :jf,_-, ~ -- -~ ~--
during a 45-day appeal period that .·... Timber manufacturers, · who 
begins after Sumter makes its fi· have sales contracts on timber 
na1 decision, Shelter said. produced in some of the damaged 

That means the district can areas, have been con~~~ that 
move forward with the project . a long wait and the pos51bility ofa 
immediately, said Beth Merz., ~ /lengthy a~ w~~d jeopardlze 
triCtl'allger. . . - _/ tiinberquality: -. -~:. : ;~'.:: . > ~ • 

Expediting the removal and Several are~·environmen_tal 
sale of fallen timber is crucial be- groups have~ Sumter was JU!r 
cause the timber has a rapid de- tified in requestmg the emergen
clineinqualityandmarketyalue cy ~x~mption if the fore~t 
when not salvaged within four to servace s damage assessment lS 

five months. she said. correct. 
\· ; -~·- . . . .: 
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Federal 
anniversary 
present 
Forest Service to spend 
$425,000 to improve 
Chattooga access site· 
a, Allen Bowte 
OcciMe .,._, 

MOUNTAIN REST- The 
U.S. Forest Service is giving a 
spec:ia1 aani Jdft this year 
to tbe o.n;ilua and Scenic 
River- a SC25,000 face lift at the 
most heavily visited access point 
alalg the corridor. 

Some work has already begun 
at the information and river ac· 
cess station on U.S. 76 In the 
Sumter National Forest's Andrew 
Pickens Ranger District to up; 

, . grade the facility and a pnmitive 
pathway to the cniShing whitewa
ter of the Chattooga. 

But don 't expect sweeptng 
changes at the post on the Chat· 
tooga, which is celebrating its 
20th year of being designated a 
member of the National Wild and 
Scenic River System by Con
gress. 

Forest officials say they want 
the planned improvements to 
blend right in. 

"It's not really going to look a 
whole lot different," said Greg 
Borgen. assiSUUlt district ranger. 
"People have told us they don't 
want to see a lot of development 
there." 

The Forest Servtce has begun 
drilling a nearby well that evenru
ally will run a sepuc system about 
a half mile away from the river to 
a dnliD field. 

once in place, the half dozen 
unisex primitive toilets at the fa· 
cility - most of which are unin· 
viting-to visitors - will be 
upgraded to male- and female
designated flush toilets With la
vatories and electric lights, Bor
gen said. 

'It's not reaUy going 
to look a whole lot 
dlfferenl People 
have told us they 
don't want to see a 
lot of d~velopment 
there.' 

-Greg Borgen, 
Forest Service 

On the rtak da •;s of S:uurd:l\ 
and Sw1day. up to.i i;"wt J>t:Ople v1sit 
the facility, wh1ch cuns1sts of a 
large parking lot . mfonnauon and 
boat regiStration hoard.c; and hath· 
room facilities . 

An adJacen ~ ~;ncu . downhill 
walkway g1ves w<.~:• to a gravel 
trail runntng several hundred 
yards up nver to a lar1o1e rock out· 
crop overlooktng Bull Slu1ce. ont' 
of the mos1 famous r-.. p1ds on tlw 
Chanooga. 

Steep at umes. tht: ~ :--.ul wtll ge. 
wooden rail fence<; tn sections :m~ 
a s1gn aJ-.•swg ;, ._. ··a:.: ..,. ,:·: . 
mamtenance a: •. ile s..:uden dr.~, .. 
above Bull Slu1ce as pans or tht
project. Borgen satd. 

ln addition. tnformation and 
photognlpruc displays will be tm· 
proved. and Sumter may place a 
volunteer at the facility durinJ. 
summer months, he Silld. 

Most of the work will begin in 
mid-1995 and is expected to be 
completed by summer of the fol· 
lOWin~year. 
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Forest service unveils part 2 
of proposal to salvage timber 

By Allen Bowie 
Oconee Bureau 
MOUNTAIN REST- Sumter 

National Forest released 'lUes
day the second portion of its pro
posal for salvaging some of the 
1,500 acres of timber damaged by 
the Palm Sunday tornado in the 
Andrew Pickens Ranger District. 

Focusing on timber removal in 
less accessible areas, Sumter offi
cials propose salvaging 324 acres 
in a steep, 702-acre reg:ion using 
helicopter logging in order to cap
ture the timber's commercial val
ue, according to the U.S. Forest 
Service report. 

Forest service officials are giv
ing the public until May 23 to sub
mit written comments. which will 
be incorporated into its environ
mental assessment and final 
plans for salvs gin g. 

If the helicopter operation is 
approved, it will be the first of its 
kind in the 80,000-acre national 
forest, said Jim Abercrombie, 
acting district ranger. 

Helicopter logging has only re
cently been utilized in the forest 
service's logging operations, he 
said. 

The 702 acres of damaged timb
er, concentrated in Spider Valley, 
contains about 10,000 board feet 
per acre, based on timber sales 
volumes during the past two 
years. 

Since the costs of helicopter 
logging require high timber val
ue, the recovery operation would 
be limited to 324 acres, or 2,000 of 
the 10,000 board feet per acre, 
Abercrombie said. 

Two log landings used to load 
the timber and one helicopter 

service area would be built near 
the salvage area, according to the 
report. The areas for landings . 
and helicopter service, some of 
which already have been cleared 
for other operations, would be 1.5 
acres each. 

Officials have proposed chain· 
sawing underbrush and burning 
on about 30 acres, which would 
then be replanted with shortleaf 
pine and hardwood seedlings, the 
report said. 

More than half of the damaged 
trees and woody debris from the 
storm would remain as is, Aber· 
crombie said. 

The forest service released its 
first proposal on April 26 for sal
wginga~t~acresof~ 
accessible timber. 

The public comment period on 
that proposal end" Mav 16. 

't_ 
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On May 26, 2016, Jack Ward Thomas lost his battle with cancer. Thomas began his career with the U.S. Forest 
Service as a research wildlife biologist in 1966. He was one of the top scientists involved in the construction of 
the Northwest Forest Plan, the management framework that stopped the wholesale liquidation of Oregon's 
oldgrowth forests on national public lands and protected critical spotted owl and salmon habitat. He 
later became the 13th Chief of the USFS, serving from 1993-1996. 

Copied below is a speech from Thomas on the need to protect our national public lands. 
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